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Moſt Reverend Far HER in GOD, 
WILLIAM, his GRAck, 


By Divine Providence, 


Lord ARch-BISHOE 


'QF x 
CANTERBURY. 


= it pleaſe Your Grace |! 


natural Inclination I have 
always found in my own Breaſt, to 
be thankful to Benefactors; as it does 
A | from 


— 


ii Dedication. 
from a defire, that what I have done 
here, in my Way, (I hope for the 
Good of Poſterity) may become {till 
the more popular and uſeful, by be- 
ing fix'd to fo great a Name. And 
it is but lately, my Lord, that I have 
took the Reſolution of doing this ſo 
ſoon; being conſcious of ſome bodi- 
ly Infirmities through my daily Fa- 
tigues, which continued, (as they e- 
ver ſhall, fo long as I am able, and 
in the fame Employ) may ſoon put 
it out of my Power, to diſcharge ſo 
bounden a Duty. My Lord, it may 
be juſtly expected from one, who, for 
many Years, has made a Conſcience 
of diſcharging theWork he at firſt un- 
deriook, of the inſtructing of Youth, 
that he ſhould leave ſomething of his 
Art behind him; becauſe it is well 
known, that according to the Biaſs 
young Men receive, they roll on ge- 
nerally to the Day of their Death; 
ard are found to be of a private or 
public Spirit, either uſeful or hurtful, to 
the 
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the Commonwealth: and what I find 
in the Heathen Authors ſo frequently 
commended, under the Notion of a 
publick Spirit; the ſame, I take to 
be commanded by the inſpired Wri- 
ters, in their frequent Admonitions, 
concerning Meekneſs and Charity, 
and Love of the Brotherhood. 
Hare then is this Kingdom, 
which hath bred Men thus inſpired 
with Zeal and Ardor to perform, 
what 1s the principal and chief Part 
of the Chriſtian Religion, Works of 
publick, well-contrived and noble 
Charity. It is of great Uſe to re- 
hearſe ſuch Actions of worthy Men 
after their Death; and offer them to 
the preſent and future Ages for Imi- 
tation. It ſhall therefore be ſome 
Part of my Buſineſs at this Time, to 
repreſent to Your Grace, among o- 
thers, the glorious Bounty of Your 
Grace's Predereflor, of immortal Me- 
mory, Arch-Biſhop J/h:zgifr, the 
Ornament of the Times he lived in; 
A 2 and 
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and whoſe Praiſe is yet in the World: 
for, he gave to Lambeth and Croydon 
a Benefaction, which draws after it, 
laſting and happy Conſequences *. 
Theſe Favours deſerve the Duty of 
our own, and the Fame of After- 
Ages; and will preſerve his amiable 
Name, till Time ſhall be no more. 
For, his generous Alms, not liable to 
decay, like other Gifts, make his 
State ſtill flouriſhing, his Duſt fra- 
grant, and his Grave venerable. This 
moſt reverend Father of the Church, 
is, we all know long fince dead +; 
but his Deeds, like Roſes after they 
ſeem to decay, are ſtill more ſweet; _ 
and his Name, by all good People, 
not mentioned without Epithets of 
Honour and Applauſe : For his ma- 
ny excellent Qualifications deſerve, 
nay, command our Love and Admi- 
ration. My Comfort is, that in ſpeak- 
ing of the Virtues of this wonderful 
| Man, 

* The College buiitby Arct-Bſhop Whitgiſt, in Croy- 


don, conſiſts of half Lambeth Members. 
He died at Lamberh, 1582. 


Dedication. v 


Man, I cannot exceed the Truth; 
and Flattery (that odious Vice, which 
is the very Bane of all Sincerity) can- 
not be laid to my charge. For, his 
great Learning, his inflexible Inte- 
grity, his generous Spirit, and his 
many other uncommon Excellencies, 
worthy all of everlaſting Memory, 
are too publickly known to lay fo 
plain a Narrative under the Suſpicion 
of having aggrandized them. His 
Friends with Joy, and his Enemies 
with Confuſion, own'd them. 

H 1s Excellencies therefore need 
no Embelliſhment of Words. His 
trueſt Panegyrick is a plain Narra- 
tive of his Life. The Panegyriſts 
of old, were more ſolicitous for their 
own Honour and Profit than for the 
Fame of their Heroes: They extol- 
led the Rich, the Great and the 
Powerful to the Skies, becauſe they 
hoped for their Favour. But, as I 
can have no private Views 1n all this; 
ſo will I reject all falſe Ornaments, 

A 3 which 
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which ſerve only to pleaſe the Ear; 
and chuſe no other, than what are 
artleſs, eaſy and familiar. It may be 
demanded; Why do you undertake 
Great Yhitgift's Praiſe? The Anſwer 
is, If the Way to.this Performance 
was open only to great Genius's; if 
no one muſt ſpeak of Men famous in 
their Generat ons, but the Polite and 
Learned; if it was neceſſary to reſem- 


ble theſe eminent Men in Parts, be- 


fore we attempt their Praiſe ; Iſhould 
dread to ſpeak of their Virtues, which 
all the Wit, that the Soul of Man is 
capable of, is ſcarce ſufficient for. 
But if they who love and honour 
theſe Benefactors to Mankind, may 
be ſaid to have Abilities; if they have 
the Preference to ſuch, as are more 
learned ; then how diſtruſtful ſoever 
I may be of my own Talents, no 
one can plead a better Title to this 
Performance than myſelf. And, it 
is of great Uſe, that ſuch worthy 
Perſons, while they live in this pre- 
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ſent World, ſhould be held in the 
higheſt Eſteem; and their Memories, 
when they are dead, be treated with 
Honour and Veneration. And tho 
I cannot ſpeak in a manner becom- 
ing that great Prelate Arch-Biſhop 
Whitgift, (for he deſerves a Virgil 
to tranſmit his lovely Name to Poſte- 
rity ;) yet Gratitude, as I am one who 
have an Intereſt in his Benefaction, 
and an Admiration of his excellent 
Qualities, oblige me not to be whol- 
ly filent. I am ſurpriz'd to a de- 
gree beyond Expreſſion, that of fo 
many Thouſands, who enjoy the 
Bounty of generous Men ; and are, 
by their Favours reached out to them, 
enabled to proſecute their Studies 
without Interruption; no one has 
yet left us a compleat Hiſtory of the 
noble Bequeſts, this great and pow- 
erful Nation may juſtly boaſt of : for 
what pious Men have done, ought 
to be ſpoken of, for a Memorial of 
them. I hope therefore I may be 

A 4 excuſed 
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excuſed for opening the Way: This 
may be a Hint to ſome more able 
Writer, who is qualified to do juſtice 
to this excellent Subject. It is not 
fit, that Mankind ſhould be unac- 
quainted which theſe worthy Deeds ; 
for it is plain, that while they mag- 


nity ſuch Goodneſs, the Example 


may provoke others to a generous E- 
mulation. No Virtue can be better 
recommended to the World, than 
from the force and power of Exam- 
ple; all chearfully imitate what o- 
thers do; eſpecially, if Perſons of 
Rank and Worth ſhall lead the Way. 
Examples drive Arguments home far 
better, than the molt perſuaſive Rhe- 
toric. I could not ſet before the 
World a better, than that of my 
Founder ; a Prelate of great Emi- 
nence, venerable for his Character, 
his Age and Attainments. By the 
deliberate Judgment of Queen E/:;- 
gabetb, who was too wile not to diſ- 
egrn, and too good, not to — 
3 > 
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the moſt excellent and learned Per- 
ſons; he was choſe Arch-Biſhop of 
Canterbury *: a Man equal to the 
greateſt Affairs of Church and State. 
For he had Courage to reſiſt, when 
called to the Combat; Patience to 
endure, when called to ſuffer; Firm- 
neſs of Mind, to go on immoveable 
in his Duty, In ſhort, the Love of 
Gop was diffuſed through his whole 
Heart, and reigned there, with an 
unrival'd Affection. All who are 
acquainted with the + Hiſtory of theſe 
Times, know, with what Ditficul- 
ties he ſtruggled ; but theſe rough Ac- 
cidents, we find, did not drive him 
to Inactivity and Deſpair; they only 
warm'd his Courage. The Dan- 
gers he met with from the Adverſa- 
ries of GOD and Religion, opened 
his Way to Glory; they immorta- 
lized his Memory, and made his 
Chriſtian Fortitude inſtructive to fu- 
ture 


* Tranſlated from the Biſhoprick of Worceſter. 


+ Sir George Paus, and the Rev. Mr, Strype, wrote the 
Lite of Arch-biſhop Vhitgift. | 
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ture Ages. To enumerate all the 
Advantages this Kingdom then re- 
ceived, from the Adminiſtration of 
this wife and pious Man, has been 
thought a Work more proper for an 
Hiſtory, than for the fulleſt and moſt 
ample Dedication to even the moſt 
conſpicuous Patron. 

Tu fame kind Providence that 
guided Queen Elizabeth, to call 
Fhitgift to the Archiepiſcopal See, 
to adviſe, govern and direct in the 
moſt important Affairs; hath raiſed 
Your Grace to that high Station (of 
which You, my Lord, are, and always 
have been, ſo ſhining an Ornament) 


and conſequently, to be the Pro- 


tector and Guardian of WWhitgifts 


Benefaction. It was Great and God- 


like in this charitable Prelate, to 
make a laſting Proviſion for the Poor; 
to eaſe the Grievances, which the 
Sons and Daughters of Affliction 
complained of. The Honour, next 
to his noble Bounty, is to ſave, ma- 
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nage well, and raiſe the Income. 
Your Grace, as is well known in this 
Part of the World, does this great 
Kindneſs, with ſuch an Induſtry, 
and watchful Care, as was never 
done before. J/hitgift, always faith- 
ful to his Truſt, could not bear 
any Abuſes in a charitable Donation. 
Hearing therefore of many in Num- 
ber, and various in Kinds, he viſited 
St. Bartholomew's Hoſpital in Saltwood, 
and St. John's in Hith; and reformed 
what was amiſs. 

TE Hoſpital of Eafthrige, and 
the Revenues thereof, he reſcued out 
of the Hands of ſuch as had ſwallow- 
ed them up, and ſettled them on a 
new Foundation; who therefore may 
be reputed the Founder, or at leaſt 
the Reſtorer of them. And as a per- 
petual Monument of Your Grace's 
Piety and Care, your Predeceſſor's 
Charity is ſtrictly looked into; a 
yearly Account of all Disburſements 


laid 


* S/rype, p. 271. Anno 1587. 
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laid before Your Grace; the Fines 
are raiſed, and conſequently the Bre- 
threns Allowances improved. 80 
that Your Grace may ſolace your 
Conſcience, as holy Job did his, Did 
1 not weep for him that was in Trou- 
ble © Mas not my Soul grieved for the 
Poor © Endeavours were once uſed to 
make the World believe, that VHit- 
giſt's Foundation was injured. Your 
Grace did not defer, in the molt in- 
duſtrious and publick manner, to 
examine into the Accounts, and en- 
quire how the Statutes had been ob- 
ſerved: but it appeared, that the Ac- 
cuſations were forged, and that the 
Noiſe was made to ſupply the want 
of Truth. It is neceflary to fay a 
little of this Matter, becauſe ſome 
well-meaning People have conclu- 
ded, that Silence was an Argument of 
Guilt. But I aflure all, that the rail- 
ing Accuſations of J/h1zgift's being 

injured by a linien of 155 


Bounty, 


+ Job xxx. 25. 


Dedication. xii 
Bounty, though received without 


Return, or angry Reſentment, were 
falſe and ſcandalouſly injurious. As 
to the perſonal Reflections and foul 
Language, it was the Share of the 
Defamers to give; it ſhall be mine, 
never to return any thing in that 
unhandſome and unchriſtian Way. 
No juſt Occaſion was given for the 
diſparaging Reports, that were in- 
duſtriouſly ſpread about. 

Haeyy would it be, if all Chari- 
table Foundations, in the Kingdom, 
were fo tenderly, fo uniformly go- 
verned, as this is by You, my Lord, 
out of Reverence to God, and Good- 
will towards Men. Your Grace, in 
this Reſpect, does Juſtice to the 
Aſhes of the Dead : And if this Ve- 
nerable Prelate, now with Goo, 
knows any thing of what is tranſact- 
ed here on Earth, he takes delight at 
the extraordinary Care, which You 
have always ſhewn. For this Your 
tender Guardianſhip, Go will bleſs 

I | You; 
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You; Your Conſcience will applaud 
You, and all good People (they e- 
ſpecially who enjoy the Benefit of 
Your Care) will daily lift up their 
Hands in Prayers, for Your long 
Life. My being immediately under 
Your Graces Viſitatorial Authority, 
gives me a Right to commit this 
Performance to Your Grace's Patro- 
nage and Protection. Beſides, among 
all the Acknowledgments of thoſe 
You have highly obliged, none is 
more ſenſible of Your Favour than I 
am; and it is no {mall Pleafure to 
me, that I have this Opportunity of 
making known to the World, Your 
generous Treatment of me; chiefly 
on account, as was ſuppoſed, that 
Your Grace could not endure to ſee 


Truth and Honeſty wounded thro' 


my Sides. For this publick Juſtice, 


I will not take the uſual Way of 
ſignalizing my Gratitude, by attempt- 
ing an extravagant Panegyric upen 


Your Goodneſs; though I could 
with 
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with pleaſure run over Vour uncom- 
mon Qualifications: but I preſume 
not to attempt Your Character; I 
ſhall only obſerve the Reſemblance 
there is between Your Grace's Diſ- 
poſition, and that of Your moſt ami- 
able Predeceſſor. I cannot purſue 
all the little Parallels, which a lively 
Fancy might ſuggeſt; but only, at 
preſent, ſingle out a few of the moſt 
remarkable Inſtances of Similitude, 
which do obviouſly, and at farſt View, 
preſent themſelves to our eaſy Appre- 
henſion. 

Tur firſt Thing wherein Your 
Grace reſembles Arch-biſhop //hit- 
gift, is, Your Deteſtation of the 
Corruptions of Popery, and Firm- 
neſs to the Proteſtant Cauſe. 

Thar Prelate, unqueſtion'd in 
his Principles, was, we are inform'd, 
a young Confeſſor. For, notwith- 
ſtanding all the Perſuaſives of his 
Friends, and Threats of his Foes, he 
could not be prevailed on, to go to 

Maſs. 
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Maſs. He was thruſt out of doors, 
by his Aunt and Friends in London, 


who reſolved not to maintain an 


Heretic, (as they called him) and 
ſent him back to Grimsby; fortunate 
and glorious Grimsby ſince out of 
thee did come our worthy Prelate, 
whoſe Memory will laſt, when Py- 
ramids ſhall crumble, and be blend- 
ed with common Duſt. In the 
Courſe of his Life, the Inſults of 
the Romiſn Party did every day pro- 
voke his Epiſcopal Authority, to ap- 
pear and exert itſelf with the utmoſt 
Vigour. For, at his firſt coming in- 
to the See of Worceſten +, he found 
a great Number of Papiſts in that 
Town, and in many other Parts of 


his Dioceſe; Prieſts and Jeſuits were 


indefatigable in perverting the 
Queen's Subjects. By his mild and 
temperate Specches he brought many 


Gentlemen 


* Grimsby, a Town in Lincolnſhire, where Whitgift 
was born, 44710 1530. 

+ Whitgift was conſecrated Biſhop of Worceſter, April 
24. 1477- 
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Gentlemen of Rank and Condition; 
and others of a lower Station, to Con- 
formity ; and laid before the Privy- 
Council, the Names of the Stubborn 
and Contumacious. 

Your Grace being informed by 
the Biſhop of Briſtol, of many Prieſts 
and Papiſts, that were crept into 
one of the Pariſhes within his Dio- 
ceſe; that they went duly to Maſs 
when the Pariſhioners went to Di- 
vine Service, and the ſame Bells cal- 
led the People to both *: Your 
Grace enquired into the Matter; and 
finding the Information well-ground- 
ed, the King being then Abroad, 
your Grace certified the Lords Juſ- 
tices for the Adminiſtration of the 
Government, of which your Grace 
had the Honour to be One; and 
got ſuch Orders given, as might pre- 
vent the like for the Future. It 1s 
not eaſy to ſay, how much Good 


* The Name of the Place was, I think, Stower Provoſfs 


B WWhit- 


in Dor ſerſbire. 
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Fhitgift did by his conſtant Labours, 
his Diſputations, and learned Wri- 
tings againſt the implacable Enemies 
of our Religion. And it is thought 
by Proteſtants, and not denied by 
thoſe of the Church of Rome, that 
he was the chief Inſtrument at that 
Time, of keeping Popery out of the 
Land. His Love to our reformed Re- 
ligion, fired him with a vigorous and 
active Zeal ; nor was it damp'd by 
any Oppoſition ; for that Aid only 
ſerve to increaſe and blow up the 
divine Flame. = 


Your Grace, the preſent Father 


of the Church, hath, in an exem- 
plary Manner, imitated 7/h:tgift in 
this Reſpect. Thouſands of People 
ſaw, and rejoiced to ſee, with what 
Conſtancy and Reſolution Your 
Grace, in the Days of King James 
the Second, oppoſed the Romaniſts ; 
who left no Ways untried, to bring 
Proteſtants over to their Church. 
The Jeſuits with all the Strength of 

Reaſon 
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Reaſon and Force of Argument, 
which their Cauſe could afford, tried 
to deceive, and they did deceive. For 
many, eſpecially thoſe of weak Un- 
derſtandings, were like to have been 
ſeduced to the Roman Fold; and to 
change a moſt pure Religion, for a 
corrupted one; which, as it now 
ſtands, cannot de a ſafe Way to Sal- 
vation: foraſmuch, as the Papiſts 
have added to the true Faith, falſe 
and impious Doctrines; to the ruin 
of Souls, and the diſhonour of Go p 
and his Church. 

M any Proteſtants (to their Shame 
be it ſpoken) were diſpoſed, for the 
Sake of worldly Intereſt, to yield up 
the Truth, and become Proſelytes to 
the Roman Cauſe. 

Your Grace in thoſe Days of Re- 
buke, ſhewed ſuch Faust as con- 
futed all the ſophiſtical Arguments 
of the Sons of Ignatius Loyola; and 
ſuch Courage, as maintained itſelf, 
againſt all Oppoſition. 

B 2 WIr I 
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Wir n what Gravity, Strength of 
Reaſon, and Earneſtneſs did Your 
Grace undiſmayed, with unſhaken 
Perſeverance, preach and write a- 
gainſt theſe Corruptions of Rome ? 
You purged out what the crafty Je- 
ſuit had too artfully inſtilled; You 
ſettled the Doubtful, with Argu- 
ments ſtrong and concluſive. So 
that, the Number of Papiſts was great- 
ly leſſened: And when the World 
ſhall ſee your learned Works, penn'd 
in thoſe Days, witha nervous ſtrength 
of Argument, Men will have a great- 
er Averſion to Popery, than they al- 
ready have; and You by theſe Wri- 
tings, which prove Your clear Un- 
derſtanding and penetrating Judg- 
meiit, will always, even to the End 
of the World, be making Converts 
from Error to Truth. It may be 
truly ſaid, that Your Grace in that 
Reign, when the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion was in Danger, kept unaltera- 
bly ſteady; being inſpired with a 


true 
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true Chriſtian Bravery of Soul, went 
on, and had, as a Divine, the moſt 
conſiderable Part in the Preſervation 
of our Religion, the valuableſt Bleſ- 
| ſing in the World; and on that Ac- 
| count, You were thought worthy to 
have a Share in that Royal and moſt 
glorious of all Titles, of being De- 
fender of the Faith. 

A Stcond Mark of Reſemblance 
which Your Grace bears to Arch- 
biſhop W pbitgift, is, a Penetration in- 
to Buſineſs, and a quick diſpatch of 
the moſt important Aﬀairs, both in | 
Church and State. His whole Life, | 
we read *, was employed in hard La- 
bour. No Portion of his Time was 
ſpent unprofitably; but laid out on 
what had a good Influence on all 
that is dear and valuable to Man- 
kind. His Behaviour, in Cambridge, 
was a Demonſtration of his Wiſdom, 
Prudence and Activity. Whatever 


* Sir George Paul and the Rev. Mr. Stryfe's Life of 
Writgift. WE 
B 3 Diſorders 
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Diſorders were found in the Colleges, 
we generally find him in the Com- 
miſſion, to examine into, and explain 
the Statutes. This he did with ſuch 
Candor and Judgment, that all ad- 
mired his Dexterity and Skill. When 
he was made Head of Trinity-Col- 
lege, it was full of Heat and Confu- 
ſion; but in a little Time, by his pru- 


dra Adminiſtrations a all Tundults 


were allay c. ä 

As a Ane Proof of his great A- 
bilities, he procured a good Refor- 
mation of the Statutes of the whole 


Univerſity, for the Maintenance of 


Learning and good Order. 
Caron and others pub- 
liſhed and diſperſed abroad, ſeveral 
Books and Libels againſt the eſta- 
bliſhed Hierarchy by Dioceſan Bi- 
{hops 9 all en Dr. Whitgift, 
5 though 


* Admonition to the 3 a very dangerous 
Book. Martin Mar-Prelate; a Demonſtration of Diſci- 
line, &c. Theſe Pamphlets were full of rude Expreſ- 
ſons, uſed towards learned Men of Dignity in the Church, 
the Auers, and above all towards the : Arch-Bithop, who 

Was 
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though diſſuaded by many Friends, 
fully anſwered; and gave a Check, 
| for a Time, to theſe bold Innovators. 
Cartwright's Reply to the Anſwer, 
| contained dangerous Points of Doc- 
| trine, falſified Authorities and ſo- 
| phiſtical Arguments. M#hirgife dit- 
covered them all; a Proof that he 
was a Divine of a clear Head ; well 
ſeen in ancient Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, 
and thoroughly verſed in the Fathers 
of the Church. When he was ad- 
| vanced to the Metropolitical See, he 
| governed the Church with the Care, 
| the Affection and Authority of a Fa- 
| ther. In this high Station, his Time 
was not idly ſpent: The Fears of. the 
[4 Spaniſh-Navy being over, and the 
Malice of the Roman-Catholicks at 
Home, overcome; we might ſup- 
poſe him to be in a Condition of 


was called Perty-Pope, Cardinal, &:c. though his Grace 
in the erous Times of 1586 fet forth an Order of 
Prayer and Thankſgiving for the Prefervation of the 
Queen and the Realm, from the traitorous and bloody 
Practices of the Pope and his Adherents “. 

* Strype, p. 51. Anno 1572. 
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Peace, Safety and Eaſe. But alas! 
Troubles will never, never end, ſo 
long as Mortality endures. The 
Weapons of his ſpiritual Warfare are 
not to be laid aſide; for he is called 
to new Combats by the furious At- 
tempts of the Puritans. 

TkEsE had laboured ever ſince 
the Reformation, to free themſelves 
from obſerving the Eccleſiaſtical 
Laws and Cuſtoms eſtabliſhed. But 
now they put forth their utmoſt Ef- 
forts for the ſame End. Violence 
and Stratagems were perpetually uſed 
to gain their Point. Their Tenets 
and Practices ſhewed their Diſaffec- 
tion and Averſion to the eſtabliſhed 
Church and its Orders T. Their 
Complaints and Petitions, that were 
drawn up, though frivolous, childiſh, 
nay, ſometimes, irreligious, were yet 
favoured by ſome Great Men, and 
brought into the Houle of Commons. 


Our 
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Our learned Arch-Biſhop an- 
ſwered each of them; and clearly 
proved, that they tended only to 
needleſs Innovation, and the over- 
throw of Government, eſpecially in 
the Eccleſiaſtical State. How great 
muſt needs be his Penetration, who 
had a watchful Eye on Papiſts and 
Puritans, the formidable Enemies of 
the Church and State; and diſap- 
pointed all their Expectations. It 
was no eaſy Matter to carry Matters 
on with Men of ſuch rugged and 
fierce Diſpoſitions. This Y/h:tgift 
did, who therefore ſet a noble Pat- 
tern of Philoſophical, or what is 
more, of Chriſtian Fortitude. He 
acted with great Sincerity, with Zeal, 
and with honeſt Intentions; for 
which Reaſons, God did not fail to 
plead his Cauſe, and bleſs his righ- 
teous Undertakings. 
INDEFATIGABLE has alſo been 
Your Grace's Care, induſtrious eve- 
ry Stage of Your Life to promote the 
Glory 
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the Glory of Gon, and the Honour 
of the Nation. For beſides a natural 
Penetration like his, Your Grace's 
Perſonal Knowledge too of ſome 
Foreign Nations, made Vou a proper 
Judge of what relative Intercourſes 
ought to have ſubſiſted among Us. 
'Trar You might be fit for great 
Undertakings, Your Way of Living 
has been abſtemious, at all Times and 
in all Places. It is univerſally known, 
that Your Life early conſecrated to 
Gop and his Service, has been ſuch 
an illuſtrious Pattern of Mortification 
and Self-denial, as the Primitive 
Chriſtians have fet vou: That You 
have, my Lord, like Jahn the Bap- 
zi}, exerciſed a perpetual Abſtinence, 
reſtraining Yourſelf even from law- 
ful and innocent Delights. How 
fietce have been Your Conflicts, with 
the Adverſaries of Proteftantiſm ? 
How conſtant and fervent Your De- 
votion? ' You did imitate the Holy 
Flames of Primitive Zeal, and awaken- 


ed 
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ed Vour Soul into a great Concern 
for CURISs T's Religion, perſevering 
in the midſt of many Dangers. How 
extreamly uſeful to the World has 
been Your laborious Preaching, ſo 
well cfteem'd and followed, by the 
judicious Part of London. Your 
manly, grave and ſerious. Way of Per- 
ſuaſion made Your Audience often 
tremble and weep. But becaule this 
alone is thought by ſome, nat to be 
a ſufficient Proof of Learning and 
great Abilities, L proceed to mention 
other Performances; as The Authority 
of Chriſtiun Princes over their Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Synods, with particular Re- 
ſpeft to 5 Convocations of the Clergy 
of the Realm and Church of Eng- 
land. 

Another, entitled, An Appeal to 
all true Members of the Church of 
England, in behalf of the King's Su- 
premacy, as by Law eſtabliſhed, by 
our Convacations approved, amd by 
our 3 and Clergy ſtated and 

defended, 
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defended, againſt both popiſb and fa- 
natical Oppoſers of it. 

To theſe muſt be added, That 
laborious, learned and judicious Book, 
The State of the Church and Clergy 
of England, in their Councils, Sy- 
nods, Convocations, Conventions, and 
other publick Aſſemblies, hiſtorically 
deduced from the Converſion of the 


Saxons. 


W #1TG1FT underſtood, my Lord, 
the Reaſons and Deſigns of the Re- 
formation too well; he knew, and 
had felt too much of the arrogant 
Pretenſions of the Romiſh Clergy for 
his own Part, ever to plead, either 
for a Convocation's fitting againſt the 
Sovereign's Conſent; or treating with- 
out his Approbation. And Your 
Grace, my Lord, following ſo great 
a Pattern, has been thought to be- 
have in a Manner, the moſt ſuitable 
too, to the Grounds of our happy 
Reformation; and to that Power, 
which, as our Church obſerves, has 

| | always 
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always belonged to pious Kings and 
Princes. And it were to be wiſhed, 
that with Regard to ſuch a Power, 
or Independency in the Church, as 
would really ſeem to conſtitute one 
abſolute Sovereignty within another, 
Men would ſeriouſly conſider, how 
many particular and differing natio- 
nal Churches (in our Opinion none 
of the pureſt neither) there are, that 
do pretend to it: And farther, what 
the lodging of ſuch an abſolute Pow- 
er in the Univerſal Church; but I 
ſhould fay, in the Hands of any one 
Man, that pretends to be the infalli- 
ble Head of that Church, would na- 
turally lead to; a Thing! Iam wil- 
ling to hope, and do charitably be- 
lieve, that thoſe, who have been ſaid 
to ſtand up for it among us, would 
never wiſh to ſee. No, the Difference 
between the Regale and Pontificate, 
between the ſpiritual and temporal 
Powers, as Your Grace hath often 
obſerved, is ſo plain, and they do 

lie 


xxx Dedication. 


lie ſo far aſunder, with regard to 
all worldly Concerns, that whoever 
does entangle them, Clergy or Lay- 
men, do but give the By-ſtanders too 
much Reaſon to ſuſpect, that they 
have other Things in View, than 
they will dare to own. The Incon- 
veniencies on either Side, when Men 
are acted only by that Wiſdom which 
is from above, are eaſily avoided, by 
going the middle Way, between the 
too high popiſh Claims, on the one 
Hand; and the too low Eraſtian 
Ones, on the other. 

Ox theſe Things, there can re- 
main no doubt to ſuch, as have well 
conſidered the ſeveral Pieces Your 
Grace has publiſhed on this impor- 
tant Subject, a Work of the greateſt 
Learning ; and wherein the Spirit of 
Meekneſs appeareth in even yet a 
greater Degree. 

Or great Service to the Church 
and Nation were alſo Your unanſwer- 
able Pamphlets, in the Days of King 


James 
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James the Second, againſt- Jeſuits 
and Popiſh Prieſts: As, 
I. An Expoſetion of the Doctrine of 
the Church of England, in the ſeve- 
ral Articles propoſed by the Biſhop of 
Condom, in his Expoſition of the Doc- 
trine of the Catholick Faith. 
IT. AM Defence of the Expoſition of 
the Doctrines of the Church of Eng- 
land againſ} the Exceptions of the 
Biſhop of Condom, and his LVindi- 
cator. 
III. A Defence againff the new 
Exceptions of Monſieur de Meaux: 
The Doctrine of the Church of Rome, 
in Point of Image-Worſhip, more 
particularly confidered. Part I. 
IV. Second Part againſt Monfieur 
de Meaux, in which the Romiſb Doc- 
trines concerning the Nature and 
Otject of religious Worſhip, of the In- 
vocation of Saints and Worſhip of 
Images and Reliques, &c. 
V. The Charge of Idolatry made 
of againſt thoſe of the Church of 
VI. 


OIMNC. | 
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VI. That Tranſubſtantiation, ac- 
cording to the Principles of the 
Church of Rome, cannot be an Ar- 
ticle of Faith. 

VII. A Diſcourſe of the Holy 
Euchariſt, in the two great Points of 
the real Preſence, and the Adoration 
of the Hoſt. 

VIII. Two Diſcourſes, of Purga- 
tory, and Prayers for the Dead. 

IX. Sure and honeſt Means for the 
Converſion of all Hereticks. Tranſla- 
ted and publiſhed, with a Preface. 

X. A Diſcourſe concerning the 
Nature of Idolatry, &c. 


THrzsz learned inſtructive Trea- 
tiſes, with ſeveral others perhaps, 
that may have eſcaped my Know- 

| ledge, ought to be called the Victo- 
ry of Truth over Error and Cor- 
ruption. Surely never was Cauſe 
more baffled, than the Popiſh. Ne- 
ver was a Controverſy better ma- 
naged; and in fo plain a Manner, 
that 
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that a Trader at that Time, was a 
Match even for a 7e/ii?. 

IT is aſtoniſhing to all who con- 
ſider well, how Your Grace, enga- 
ged in laborious and conſtant Atten- 
dance on Your Churches, could find 
Time to ſend to the Preſs, ſo many 
accurate and uſeful Writings, in fo 
| ſmall a Compaſs of Time. Merci- 
ful was God in raiſing You up, my 
Lord, in theſe Days of Rebuke: 
Happy was the Church of England 
boldly attacked by implacable Ad- 
verſaries, in having fo able, ſo di- 
ligent a Defender of its Verities. Had 
Your Grace's Works ſtopped here, 
and Your Inſtructions reached no far- 
ther than our Kingdoms; yet even 
this Bleſſing was great enough to 
challenge our Love and Admitation. 
But, as if doing Good to the Souls 
of Men, was Your only Deſign, Yout 
Joy, Your Love; as if You had no 
Rival in Competition with it, Your 
Care, and Skill, and Wiſdom, have 

GC been 
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been employed to take away the 
Errors of other Nations; that Fo- 
reigners alſo ſhould have a Share in 
Your univerſal Affection. And that 
All may know, and be truly ſenſi- 
ble of this extenſive Goodneſs, I will 
now open another Scene, in which 
You have laboured for the Good of 
the whole Chriſtian Church. 
ABovur the Year 1717, the cele- 
brated Doctor Du Pin, of Paris, hear- 
ing of the Virtue, profound Learning, 
and other unconteſtable Merits of the 
Lord Arch-biſhop of Canterbury, 
writ to Your Grace a Latin Letter, 
of common Civility. In this, he 
congratu lated the Church of Eng- 
land, for having ſuch an eminent 
Prelate for her Metropolitan. He 
expreſſed at the ſame Time, his own 
Inclination and Ambition of cor- 
reſponding with ſuch an incompa- 
rable Man. 
Your Grace made him an An- 
ſwer, in a pious and eloquent Let- 
ter; 
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ter; thanked him for his Civility, 
and hinted to him, that it was full 
Time, both for himſelf, and the Reſt 
of his Fellow-Doctors of the $or- 
bonne, to declare openl y, What they 
thought in the Bottom of their 
Hearts, of the notorious Superſti- 
tion and exorbitant Ambition of the 
Court of Rome; that it was the In- 
tereſt of all Chriſtians, and well- 
meaning Men, to unmask that 
Court; and thereby reduce, and re- 
ſtrain her to her Primitive Limits and 
Honours, which ſhe enjoyed in the 
firſt Ages of the Church, c. 
Vox Grace traced the Way and 
Method they ſhould take, to purſue 
ſuch a laudable Enterprize, by ex- 
plaining to them, the Belief, Te- 
nets and Doctrine of the Church of 
England, and the Ways and Manner 
ſhe commenced to reform herſelf, 
and ſhake off all Forcign Power and 
Superſtition both in Church and 
State; and in fine, to acknowledge 

C 2 JzsuUs 
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JzsUs CHRIST OUR Lo RD, to be 
the only Founder, Source and Head 
of the Church. Your Grace inſiſted 
conſtantly on this Article, not only 
in Your Letters to Doctor Du Pin, 
but alſo in all thoſe, You wrote to 
Doctor Quinault, and to Doctor 
Piers de Girardin. You always 
maintained the Juſtice and Ortho- 
doxy of every individual Article of 
the Anglican Church, without yield- 
ing a Tittle, or making the leaſt 
Conceſſion, or Allowance, towards 
approving the ambitious Pretenſions 
of the Church of Rome. 

Tur Doctors of the Sorbonne, 
who in the Beginning of the Duke 
of Orleans's Regency, began to en- 
joy a little Liberty, gave in readily 
to Your Grace's Scheme. The Car- 
dinal de Moailles, then Archbiſhop 
of Paris, approved of the Project. 
M. de Joly de Fleury, Attorney- 
General, was ready to embrace it, 
Sc. They all faw and read the 

Plan 
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Plan of the healing Union, ſumm'd | 
up in Latin by Doctor Piers de Gi- f 
rardin; wherein he gave p the 
Communion under both Kinds; the 1 
performing of Divine Service in vul- i 
gar Language; the Invocation of | 
Saints, as unneceſſary; the Marriage 
of the Proteſtant Clergy, &c. 

In a word, this Project became 
the Table-Talk of the whole City 
of Paris; every one expected to ſee 
very ſoon, the Accompliſhment of 
ſuch a divine Undertaking : my 
Lord Stanhope, who about that 
Time went to Paris, upon ſome 
extraordinary Emergency; and my 
Lord Stairs, then Ambaſſador, were 
congratulated thereupon by ſome 
great People, in the very Palace- 
Royal. The Regent himſelf, and 
Abbot Du Bois, Miniſter of the Fo- 
reign Affairs, gave the Line at firſt, 
and let Things run on to certain 
Lengths; but ſoon after, the Jeſuits 
and Conſtitutioners ſounded the A- 

C 3 larm- 
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larm- Bell, and overturned the whole 
Scheme, by ſpreading about the Ru- 
mour, that Cardinal MNoailles and 
his Friends the Janſeniſts, were up- 
on the Point of making a Coalition 
with Hereticks, &c. 

Uron this, Doctor Piers de Gi- 
rardin was ſent for to Court, and 
ſeverely reprimanded by Abbot Du 
Bots, and was ſtrictly charged under 
Pain of being ſent to the Baſtille, 
to give up the Plan, together with 
all the Letters he had received from 
the Lord Arch-biſhop of Cauterbu- 
ry, as alſo a Copy of all the Let- 
ters he had writ " himſelf to Your 
Grace. The Doctor was forced to 
obey; and all the Letters were im- 
mediately ſent to Rome, as ſo many 
Trophies gained on the Enemies of 
the Church. 

THr1s great Miniſter, Abbot Da 
Bois, was at this. Time purſuing a 
Cardinal's Cap, which met with fome 
Stops at Rome. His Diſcovery of 

what 
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what was endeavouring in France, 
and by whom, is ſuppoſed to con- 
tribute not a little to remove all Dif- 
ficulties out of the Way; and pro- 
cure the Dignity and Authority, 
which he was purſuing, and ſoon 
after obtained. 

HOwE VER, this Change of Af- 
fairs contributed to the good Repu- 
tation of Vour Grace; ſince Vour 
Letters were admired, even by Cle- 
ment the XI, then Pope; who de- 
clared it was Pity the Author of 
ſuch profound Letters was not a 
Member of their Church. 

T x1s Change, and unhappy Turn 
of Affairs, gave a real Grievance to 
all honeſt well-meaning People on 
both Sides. Yet, in ſpite of theſe 
unlucky Hits, You, my Lord, have 
the Comfort of ſeeing, by Your En- 
deavours and Correſpondence, that 
the Animoſities of Parties are in a 


manner ceaſed ; that Biſhops and Di- 


vines, of both Sides, know one ano- 
C 4 ther, 
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ther, and neither in their Diſcourſes 
or Writings, are the odious Names of 
Hereticks and Schiſmaticks made uſe 
of. 

In a word; the Way is paved for 
this difficult, pious and deſireable 
Work, whenever Gop of his infi- 
nite Mercy, will inſpire the Princes 
of this World to come into it. 

T #18 Project of uniting the Eng- 
liſh and Gallican Churches, which 
Your Grace has done ſo much to pro- 
mote ; whatever other more parti- 
cular and perſonal, both ſpiritual 
Bleſſings, and temporal, might have 
enſued thereupon, would confeſſedly 
however, have ſecured the Publick 
Peace of Chriſtendom, by fixing an 
Uniformity and good Underſtanding, 
upon true Chriſtian Principles, be- 
tween thoſe two great Nations; on 
whole differing, or not differing, it 
is now well ſeen, that the Tran- 
quillity of Europe altogether de- 
pends. But, the World, my Lord, 

yet 
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yet deſerves not ſuch a Bleſſing; and 
ſo Your Grace's Endeavours are hi- 
therto ineffectual; but for Your pi- 
ous Intention, my Lord, and to 
Your deſerved Praiſe, Poſterity muſt 
lay, Magnis tamen excidit Aufis : 
and as often as thoſe pious Chriſtians, 
who wait for the Confolation of If 
rae] ſhall have occaſion to ſpeak of 
Arch-biſhop Zake, in future Ages; 
they cannot but acknowledge, that as 
all Men pray, Thy Kingdom come, his 
Grace did endeavour to bring it. 

Ir we look over the vaſt Extent, 
from Eaſt to Weſt, of the Indian, 
Tartarian and Turkiſh Governments, 
all Anti-chriſtian and Pagan or Ma- 
hometiſh ; it cannot well, and with 
the Truth of the Letter too, be ſaid, 
that Chriſt's Kingdom is yet come; 
or, that Go p has given his Son, the 
Heathen for his Inheritance, and 
the utmoſt Parts of the Earth for 
his Poſſeſſion. . 

Is 
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Ir Your Grace's Scheme of a tho- 
rough Union between the two con- 
tending Rivals of the World, both 
by Sea and Land, could be yet 
brought about, who knows but the 
Fullneſs of the Gentiles ſhall come 
in; and ſo all Iſrael be ſaved? Your 
Grace's Prayers and Endeavours have 
not been wanting for this; and we 
pray, that Gop may lengthen out 
Your Days, to be the yet happy 
Inſtrument. 

Your Grace knows by Experi- 
ence, the Inclinations of the Galli- 
can Church, how far it is already 
Proteſtant, and oppoſite to the do- 
mineering Pretenſions of the infal- 
lible Court of Rome. You was in 
ſome Senſe a Party too, as well as 
a penetrating Eye-witneſs, of what 
we have only by Hearfay ; and ſo 
no Man fitter, every Way, to touch 
thoſe ſecret Springs and Reſorts, 
which have already made the French 
in their own Defence indeed, a- 


gainſt 
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gainſt the Deſigns of Rome, protect 
many Proteſtant Countries from im- 
pending Ruin. Neither does there 
ſeem now to be any thing wanting to 
the laſting Preſervation of our own 
happy Eftabliſhment both in Church 
and State; but only the Continuance 
of the ſame ſteady good Manage- 
ment, in following with due Care 
and Attention, the kind and merci- 
ful Steps of that Divine Providence, 
which has in its Wiſdom provided 
ſome more, and far powerfuller Pro- 
tectors of the Proteſtant Cauſe, than 
moſt People are fully apprized of. 

Wuo can think on this great Un- 
dertaking, without Wonder and A- 
ſtoniſhment? But I go on to mention 
other Things. 

TRR Task of Tranſlating the Pri- 
mitive Greek Fathers into Engliſb, 


has done no ſmall Service to Man- 


kind; and without the leaſt Suſpi- 
cion of Flattery, it may be faid, that 
the Works of theſe Saints, are much 


more 
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more uſcful to the World, than they 
were in the Original. For now, the 
unlearned, and Women unacquaint- 
ed with the Greek, may reap the 
Advantage of knowing the Senti- 
ments of theſe holy Martyrs. All 
now ſee, Your Religion exactly a- 
grees with that of the firſt three Cen- 
turies after Chriſt. And, it muſt be 
owned, that the nearer we come to 
the Fountain-Head, the clearer will 
the Streams be. This Work has 
been, and will be, a conſtant In- 
{ſtruction to all ſuture Ages. Your 
Grace's Principles of the Chriſtian 
Religion is, I think, the beſt Book 
of that Kind, yet extant in the 
World. It is animating and inſtruc- 
tive, delivered in a plain, yet learn- 
ed Manner. What need I mention 
Your three Volumes of excellent 
Sermons, and many others on par- 
ticular Occaſions ; . Your inſtructive 
Charges to Your Clergy ; Your prac- 
tical Diſcourſes againſt Perjury and. 
common 
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common Swearing? Your Grace's other 
pious Works, which already have ap- 
peared abroad, and more that may 
be publiſhed, and are impatiently 
deſired, ſhew to what good Purpoſes 
Your Time, my Lord, has been 
ſpent. And it may with Truth be 
affirmed, that Your Grace in gui- 
ding the uninſtructed World by uſe- 
ful Writings, has equalled Your wor- 
thy Predeceſſor Arch-biſhop F/h:t- 
gift. 2 
A THrird Thing in which Your 
Grace reſembles Arch-biſhop //h1iz- 
gift, is, in a forgiving Temper and 
in gently treating of Offenders. That 
good and great Prelate, whole Life 
was unblemiſhed, had Detractors 
who ſpoke ill of him, and publiſh- 


ed Libels againſt his Perſon and Ma- 


nagement. But the Conſciouſneſs of 
a ſpotleſs Life, gave this illuſtrious 


_ Diſciple of Chriſt, great Peace of 


Mind; For, Innocence is a penpe- 
tual Feaſt and Triumph. He there- 
fore, 
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fore, like Abraham, went through 
ſevere Trials without Complaint, 
which did not betray him to any in- 
decent exceſs of Paſſion. Gop, he 
thought, permitted them for the in- 
creaſe of his Patience, Now what 
Greatneſs of Mind is it, to be calm 
and undiſturbed in the midſt of Per- 
plexities, not only to hear Reproaches 
with religious Bravery, but to tri- 
umph over them all ? The Motto he 
choſe, Vincit qui patitur, was always 
in his Memory. The Contemplation 
of the Example of once affficted Men, 
as he was, but now glorious Saints, 
who travelled the ſame rugged Jour- 
ney of Life and forgave Offenders, 
was his conftant Support. Had the 
Affronts offered to him, been fewer, 
he never could have had ſo noble a 
Proof of his mild Temper. For, 
no Mercy could be greater, none 
more fincere than his interceeding 
for his Adverſaries; who had no Re- 
commendation to deſerve, none to 
2 engage 
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engage his Compaſſion, Cartwright 
and others of his Humour, did not 
ceaſe to reproach Y/hitgift in their 
ublick Exerciſes; nay ſometimes, 

in a furious Manner, without Re- 
rd of Duty, Shame, or Modeſty *, 
ugh the Statutes of the College, 
15 the Laws of the Land, would 
have juſtified him in proceeding a- 
bea theſe bold Defamers; yet he 
paſſed by theſe Enormities; 

vor ry their —_ Speeches, breath- 
ed nothing, but Forgiveneſs, Love 

and Peace. It was the Earl of 
Salisbury's Obſervation on him, that 
there was nothing more to be feared 
in his Government than his Milaneſs 
and Clemency f. Some younger Spi- 
rits blamed his want of Courage; 
and told him, that he knew not 
his own Strength. All who, like, 
 Whitgift, make it their conſtant Care 


to 


4 Sir George Paul, p. 14. 

+ When Udal, ang others were condemned, he ne- 
ver ceaſed till he had obtained Pardon for them at her 
Myjeſty's Hands. 
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to be doing Good, can never fail 
ofthe Approbation of wiſe and 
conſidering Men, ſo long as Truth 
and Juſtice ſhall remain. That 
glorious Man, whom You, my 
Lord, in ſo many Things reſemble, 
was not we ſee difordered at any O- 
pinion, his Adverſaries took upon 
them to pronounce : There have been 
ſome few malicious, unworthy Men, 
who laboured to lefſen Your Grace's 
unſullied Reputation; but the vain 
Cenſures of theſe envious Revilers, 
did not diſturb Your Repoſe; or 
make ill Impreſſions on wiſe and 
ſober Men. If Your Grace has 
been, or ſhall hereafter be diſregard- 
ed by baſe and wicked Slanderers ; 
yet all good People (whoſe Teſti- 
mony alone is of Weight) value, 
reſpect and honour You, for 
Your heavenly Graces of Chari- 
ty, Meekneſs, and Patience. You 
will have Reaſon in ſome Reſpect to 
bleſs Calamity, or unmannerly Re- 
turns 
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turns of ungrateful Men; from 
whence You appear to more Ad- 
vantage, than if no Trouble had 
befallen You. 

Bur if even Innocence and 
Worth cannot protect You from the 
Calumnies and Cenſures of il|-na- 
tured Men; yet I know that when 
Envy dies, Your Name ſhall be ſweet 
and precious in Ages yet to come. 
Juſtice will be done to Your Me- 
mory, which, like Indian Spices, will 
be fragrant after Death; for, the 
Righteous ſhall be had in Everlaſt- 
ing Remembrance. 

A Four Thing, in which 
Your Grace bears Reſemblance to 
Arch-biſhop 7/h:itgift, is, in Your 
great Humility; the Pillar, upon 
which other Virtues ſtand, and with- 
out which, all the reſt are of no 
great Account in the fight of Gop. 
That Meek Prelate was not puffed 
up with the excellent Endowments 
of Wiſdom and Virtue. He did not 

D arrogate 
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arrogate any thing to himſelf; was 
not aſſuming; did not contend for 
Praiſe or Preference, nor lay out his 
Time and Thoughts upon new and 
unprofitable Curioſities, or fanciful 
Notions, to draw the Admiration of 
Mankind ; but uſetul Works, and 
Gop's Honour, were the only End 
of all his Studies. His high Station, 
and ſuperior Abilities did not exalt 
him; but he fill was lowly in his 
own Eyes. The chief Comfort of 
Repoſe or Solace that he took, was, 
in often dining at his Hoſpital in 
Croydon, among his poor Brethren, 
as he was pleaſed to call them“; a 
Proof, that Poverty of Spirit is com- 
patible with an exalted Station. 
This excellent Virtue, the chief Or- 
nament of a Chriſtian, ſtrictly en- 
Joined by our Saviour, who was the 
moſt perfect Exemplar of it, has 
ſunk likewiſe deep into your Grace's 
Heart; you being the moſt remark- 
able 


* Sir George Paul, p. 112. 
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able Inſtance of ſuch, as are great 
m Character, and as great in Con- 
deſcenſions. For, in whom can we 
find, in ſo eminent a Degree, that 
Candour in Judging ; that Affabili- 
ty in Converſation; that Good-will; 
and all the reſpective Offices, that 
are due to Mankind? With what 
an obliging Sweetneſs do you vouch- 
ſafe to hear the Requeſts, even of 
the moſt inferior Clergy ? With 
what chearful Readineſs do you 
write with your own Hands, to 
thoſe who are at a Diſtance, giv- 
mg wiſe and wholeſome Inſtruc- 
tion? I fay nothing of the learned 
Correſpondence you keep up with 
Foreigners. Few Men, were they 
capable, could yet undergo the great 
Fatigues of Writing thus with their 
own Hands, fo many Letters, as 
your Grace ſtill does, both in dead 
and living Languages. 

Tar World may admire, publiſh 
and extol your excellent Qualifica- 
D 2 tions: 
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tions : But ftill their Praiſes, though 
never ſo profuſe, never ſo juſt, will 
not influence Your Grace to have 
a high Opinion of Yourſelf, or tempt 
You to boaſting, and contempt of 
Your weaker Brethren. Some Men 
are dogmatical and peremptory in 
their Opinions; affect to be know- 
ing, to underſtand and penetrate 
the profoundeſt Myſteries, to be 


thought wiſer than the reſt of the 


World. 

Bur Your Grace checks this vain 
Pleaſure ; and though Your Learn- 
ing is ſo great, and Your Qualifi- 
cations ſo many, and ſo good, You 
labour rather to conceal, than to pub- 
liſh Your own Worth, and heaven- 
ly Diſpoſition. The more you have 
received, the greater is your Mo- 
defty. Now, He who in a true 
Chriſtian unaffected Humility is thus 
lowly in his own Eyes, Is certainly 
moft honourable in Gop's. 

LasTLY, 
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LasTLy, Your Grace makes this 
Reſemblance to Your worthy Pre- 
deceflor appear, in wiſely laying out 
great Sums of Money in Publick 
Buildings and Reparations. J/hit- 
gift, generous Soul, erected a laſt- 
ing Monument of Charity in Croy- 
don. Your Grace is alſo endued 
with the ſame publick Spirit; for 
the Truth of which, I could bring 
a Cloud of Witneſſes. Every Town, 
in which Your Grace hath been pre- 
ferred, can give Teſtimony of this 
Your generous Temper. Exeter can 
ſay, what Repairs and Improvements 
were made, while Your Grace pre- 
ſided there, as Dean. Bugden, the 
Seat of the Biſhop of Lincoln, ho- 
noured with Your Preſence, can ſaſe- 
ly boaſt too, that the Epiſcopal Houſe 
was never ſo well repaired, and de- 
cently fitted up; as while Your 
Grace was the watchful Overſeer of 
that Dioceſe. 
: D 3 Wu 
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Wx your Grace, to the Joy 


of the Clergy, and all good Peo- 
ple, was raiſed to the Archiepiſco- 
pal See, an exact ſearch was imme- 
diately made, what Decays were to 
be found in the two Palaces. And 
the requiſite Repairs of them have, 
by a modeſt Computation, coſt 
already, about eleven Thouſand 
Pounds : a prodigious Sum ; great- 
er far (if I am rightly informed) 
than has been expended in the ſame 
Way, by any Arch-biſhop fince the 
Reformation. How commendable 
is this Expence ? How praiſe-wor- 
thy is it to deliver Buildings to Po- 
ſterity better than we receive them? 
This Your Grace has done in ſuch 
a generous Manner, as was ſcarce e- 
ver done before. And this Gene- 
roſity is not confined to a narrow 
Compaſs; or, the Houſes, that an 
Arch-biſhop 1s obliged to keep ha- 
hitable, and in Order. Other Peo- 


ple 
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ple find the good Effet of Your 
diffuſive Temper. 

THAT All may be convinced of 
this Truth, let them but caſt their 
Eyes on the Vicaridge-Houſe of this 
our Pariſh of Croydon. This, thro' 
length of Time, was ſo decayed 
and run to Ruin, that nothing would 
do, but pulling it down and re- 
building. Your Grace kindly con- 
ſidered the hard Caſe, and eaſed 
the Vicar and his Succeſſors, for 
many Generations, of this Burden, 
by entirely taking down the old 
falling Houſe, and raiſing a new, 
ſtrong and beautiful Structure. This 
was done ſolely at Your own Charge 
of above ſeven Hundred Pounds, 
1730. And, what ſtill more recom- 
mends this generous Action, it was 
ſet about, carried on, and finiſhed 
without any Sollicitation, that I 
know of; except that of Your in- 
comparable Lady, who was ſenſibly 
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touched at any Difficulties the Cler- 
gy, whom She was pleaſed to call her 
Friends, laboured under. She could 
not bear the Thoughts of a Clergy- 
man's going into a poor tottering 
Houſe; nor did She think it rea- 
ſonable, that the Charge of Re- 
building, or greatly Repairing, ſhould 
tall upon one Man; and therefore 
was very induſtrious, to ſet forward 
the Work. This ſhining Pattern of 
Charity, alaſs for Us! is now no 
more; but as her condeſcending 
Carriage, her Goodneſs, and other 
excellent Qualifications made her re- 
verenced, while ſhe lived; ſo will 
they make her Memory ſweet and 
precious, now She 1s dead, I pre- 
ſume not to attempt her Character. 

_ They who were long in her Fami- 
ly, and Objects of her tender Care, 
are better able to write her exem- 
plary Life, and diſcover it to the 
World. This, if done, may influence 
other 


. I > 
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other Women, and ſo give them 
alſo a Title to the Character of the 
good Wife and perfect Woman in 
the Proverbs; Hhe looketh well to 
the Ways of her Houſbold, and eat- 
eth not "_; Bread of Idleneſs. Her 
Time was not ſpent in Mirth, Jolli- 
ty and Pleaſure ; but every Hour 
of the Day, as I am informed, was 
allotted for its peculiar Buſineſs. I 
ſhall content my ſelf with a ſhort 
Account of this excellent Perſon : 
She was the beſt of Wives; the ten- 
dereſt of Mothers; the moſt reſpect- 
ful to: her Relations and Friends ; 
the beſt of Miſtreſſes to her Ser- 
vants, and the moſt obliging to her 
Inferiors. Happy they, who ſhew 
the beſt Reſpect to her Memory; 
which is, to endeavour to be like 
her. This generous Lady, I ſay, was 
reſolved to build a new Houſe for 
the Credit and Comfort of the Vicar 
of Croydon. And when Liberality 


1s 
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is thus diſcreetly ſhewn, it derives 
Honour on the Giver ; and is, or 
ſhould be entertained by the Re- 
ceivers, with thoſe due Acknow- 
ledgments, and that grateful Senſe, 
which a worthy Benefactor ought 
to find. Let any one meditate on 
theſe Favours, and be unthankful if 
he can. May this Place be ſenſible, 
as of Whitgifts Bounty, fo of Your 
Grace's Favours, and may every 
additional Kindneſs be a Motive of 
their Gratitude. It is well known, 
what Reparations, what new Build- 
ings here are; and in what a floũ- 
riſhing Condition the Town has been, 
fince Your Grace has been pleaſed to 
re ſide among Us. | 

How kindly and hoſpitably are 
Gentlemen entertained > What con- 
ftant Charities are reached out to 
the Unfortunate and Diſtreſſed? A 
great Number of the poor Inhabi- 


tants are cloathed and fed? What 
liberal 
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liberal Alms conveyed to the neceſ- 
ſitous and modeſt Poor? Some needy 
Families almoſt rejoice at their help- 
leſs State, which was the Occaſion 
of their being Objects of Your Grace's 
Mercy and Compaſſion. 

AND if I look abroad, there is 
Room enough to mention Your 
great Bounty to Foreigners ; but 
grateful Foreigners will themſelves, 
no doubt, think fit to acquaint the 


World with this in their own Lan- 


guage. In this reſpe& alſo, You 
exactly reſemble Your charitable 
Predeceſſor, Whitgift. 

For, when Beza and other Men 
of Note recommended to him ſome 
Divines of the Reformation, forced 
out of Germany, and France; he, 
in the midſt of his great Affairs, 
diſdained not to caſt a favourable 
Eye on them, beſet with a variety 
of Miſeries. He heard their Com- 


plaints, 
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plaints, and as generous Spirits are 
always moſt compaſſionate, he ten- 
derly wept over them, and for them. 
He received them into his Houſe, 
giving them Entertainment for Years 
together; and dealt bountifully with 
them, when they went away. By 
theſe Your exemplary Charities both 
private and publick, You are both 
become a proper Pattern for the I- 
mitation of all good Men in Aſter- 
Ages. 

Coup not forbear paying this 
Homage; for it gives me great Eaſe 
and Satisfaction of Mind; and if 
You, my Lord, the Viſitor, and 
Whitgift the Founder, could ſee 
my very inward Parts, You would 
be fully convinced, that the Ho- 
nour I have for ſuch great and ve- 
nerable Men, was the only Motive 
of my Writing; and though I am 
not able to expreſs my Thanks and 

| Praiſe 


Dedication. " .-. mW 


Praiſe in Terms ſuitable to Your 
Dignity, and my Duty; yet ſure it 
is, that I and all People thus high- 
ly obliged, are bound to make the 
beſt Returns we can. And though 
my Abilities were great enough to 
extol Your Name, as it deſerves, I 
fear I ſhall offend: For I know it 
is Violence to Your Nature; You be- 
ing as careful to avoid Praiſe, as 
You are deſerving of it. | 
Trvus, my Lord, have I diſco- 
vered ſome of Your great and mer- 
ciful Actions, defign'd for the Ad- 
vantage of Mankind: and to be al- 
ways doing Good, is a Ray of the 


Divine Power. 


I Coxncrups with my fincere 
Wiſhes, that Your Grace may be 
leſs happy, that we may be more 
ſo; that You may long, very long 
be contented with a temporal leſs 

Felicity, 
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Felicity, inftead of one that is great, 
ſurprizing, and eternal. May the 
Clergy of this Nation be bleſt ma- 
ny Years with ſuch a pious Fa- 
ther; but when we muſt be ſo un- 
happy, as to loſe Your Grace; our 
Comfort is, that You are but tranſ- 


lated from the Church Militant (of 


which You have been ſo great an 
Ornament) to the Church Trium- 
phant, there to enjoy the Reward 
of Your excellent Virtues ; and that 


being conveyed to the Manſions of 


Bliſs, You'll join with Ignatius, with 
Polycarp, and other holy Martyrs, 
now with Gop, with whoſe Wri- 
tings You have been ſo converſant, 
and the Sanctity of whoſe Lives You 
have ſo ſtrictly imitated. 


Max Proſperity of all Kinds de- 
ſcend upon Your ſurviving Relations; 
upon Your Childrens Children; and 
all who ſhall be born of them. 


No 
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No Man wiſhes and prays for all 


theſe Bleſſings with more Ardor and 


Sincerity, than (may it pleaſe Your 
Grace |) 


Your Graces 


Moft entirely Devoted, 


Obedient Son and Servant, 


HENRY MiLLs. 


: 
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17 may perhaps give Offence, 
even to ſuppoſe, that our 

olite and underſlanding 
People ſhould want In- 
[tr 10705 of auykind. But 
1 wiſh it could be contraditted. when 
'tis aſirm'd, that an Increaſe of Infi— 
deliry, and many Corruptions conſe- 
guent on that horrid Sin, are jiſtly 
laid to the Charge of this Nation. 'Tis 
not my Buſineſs, nor Inclination, to 
reckon them up, or paſs Sentence uon 
the Errors, that are ſo rife, and ſpread 
themſelves fo univerſally. Many in- 
deed for want of Education (which 
this Efſay recommends) having but 
mean Capacities, and poor Under aud. 


3 inge. 
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ings, are yet very ambitions of appear. 
ing bright and entertaining in Compa- 
ny; and they have only this wretched 
way of ſhewing it, by talking like A- 
theiſts, and finging moſt impious Scoffs 
at Religion. 


Pious and thoughtful Men obſerve 
with Sorrow, that many who have been 
ſolemnly initiated into the Chriſtian 
Religion. and brought up under it, pro- 
fauely deride its venerable Myſteries, 
cavil at the Authority of the holy Scri- 
ptures, and talk irreverently and ſcep- 
tically of Things that appertain unto 
God. Put it were to be wiſhed, that 
Men wou'd make a fair and impartial 
Enquiry, whether there be a God, be- 
fore they defy bim: That they wou'd 
inform themſelves, whether there be a 
future judgment. before they make a 
Mock at il; whether the Golpel be 
true, before they deride it: For wou'd 
they but calmly and fairly ſearch into 
theſe Matters; ſuch evil Diſcourſes 
as are heard almoſt at all Times, and 
in all Places, it is to be hoped, wou'd 
not proceed out of their Mouths. If 
the profiigate Part of Mankind will, 
upon trivial, weak Arguments, Ven- 

ture 
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ture upon ſuch bold Talk, all People 
that hear them, (we might reaſonably 
imagine) won'd tremble and ſtand a- 
maz'd. 


But bow extravagant foever ſich 
Speeches are, ſad and daily Eixperience 
ſhews, what great Miſthief is done by 
them. For, tho they will not be able 
to extinguiſh Religion quite, yet we 
bear and ſee, (and we grieve to hear 
and ſee) that they miebtily weaken the 
Belicf of it in the Minds of Men. 

i reported of thoſe who are in- 
fetted with the Plague, that they de- 
light to ſpread the foul Contagion: Be 
that as it will, we know 'tis ſo in the 
Plague of Sin. And when the Power- 
ful, the Wealthy, and the Great join 
Hand in Hand; even good Men, when 
they fall into their Society, find it ve— 
ry difficult to preſerve their Innocence 
and Integrity. How eaſy then is the 
Conqueſt, when they have to do with 
uninſtrutted Tonth ; or People not well 
grounded in good Principles ? A Hlouſe 
built upon a Rock, will bear a bluſter- 
ing Storm; but that, which has no 
Foundation, will with Eaſe be thrown 
down. 

162 Many 
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Many among us owe their Religion, 
only to the Country where tis profeſ- 
ſed, rather than to a Knowleage, that 
"tis the beſt Inſtitution that ever was : 
Had they been born in Turky, they 
ou d have had as much to ſay for Ma- 
hometaniſm, as they have for Chriſtia- 
nity. 


Now ſuch ignorant Per ſons ſtand ex- 
pos'd to all the Aſſaults, that the Athe- 
iſtical and Prophane ſhall make againſt 
their Principles. The Wit and Lo- 
phiſtry, the Raileries and Blaſphemies 
of a few Libertines ſhall eaſily draw 
off ſuch a nominal Chriſtian from the 
Faith, and make him believe the Laws 
and Precepts of Chriſt, to be only the 
arbitrary Impoſitions of a few deſigu- 
ing Men. And when ſome wou'd per- 
ſuade us, that no Reaſon can be given 
of the Hope that is in us, 'tzs high 
time to awake, to call together the 
whole Force off divine Authority and 
Reaſon, for the Defence of our Reli— 
gion, and jujtify it both to ourſelves and 
Unbelievers. The looſe, unſettled No- 
tions that are now propagated abroad, 
are attended with very ill Conſequen- 
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ces. To this tis owing, that Men, 
without Remorſe of Conſcience, ſpend 
their Nights and Days in 1dleneſs and 
in Taverns; the Women, their T ime 
and Fortunes, and perhaps their Ho— 
nour too, at Balls, Plays, and laſci- 
vious Entertainments. Theſe things 
formerly were only a Diverſcon, but 
are now made the chief Buſineſs of too 
many. Pions and thought ful Men ob- 
ſerve with Sorrow, that all Relative 
Duties are neglected. Children pay 
not the Duty and Reverence to their 
Parents, which were paid them iu au- 
cient Days. 


Maſters of Families make ſad Com- 
plaints, that, notwithſtanding the for- 
mal Contraf} between them and their 
Servants, they do not find that Fideli- 
ty and chearſul Obedience in them, 
which their Forefathers found. 


Even the flrift Union between Hu. 
band and IWife, tho ſolemn Vows and 
Promiſes were made, is not always 
kept. But a Breach of the Marriage 
Vow, tho' made a Jeſt of by ſome, 1s a 
Sin of rhe blackeſt Dye, and a ſad Ac- 
count mnſt one Day be gruen of it, Li- 
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bertines endeavor to root out all Senſe 
of God and another World; to conquer 
the Principles of Shame and Fear; 
that they may not feel the Laſhes of 
their Conference. And tho" they ſee 
what horrid Confrfron Sin makes; and 
with what Azgones of Mind their Com- 

anions breathe out their Souls, with 


ſharp Refleflions on their paſt Lives; 


yet ſo devoted are they to their I/iched- 


neſs, that all this paſſes away like a 
Dream. Now, from whence do we 
think proceed all theſe Diſorders? 
Donubtleſs from the want of a ſonndand 
prous Hducation. Her if the Foun- 
tain is not ſweet ; the Streams, which 
are but an Emanation from it, miſt of 
neceſſity be bitter. 


How mean ſocver ſome may think of 
Education, to the Wiſe it appears a 
very ſignal Bleſſing. For Accompliſh- 
ments of the Mind are nobler Riches, 
than the largeſt Gifts of Fortune, than 
the Iealth and Reveunes of an ample 
Inheritance. I bat a poor Higure do 
rich Men make without fome Degree 


of Learning ? 'Tis reguiſite therefore, 


that young Perſons, the Sons of honeſt 
Parents; or of our chief Gentlemgn 
and 
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and Nobility, ſhou'd be as emiueut for 
Virtne, 3 aud Love of our 
Conſtitution, as they are for their high 
Birth and large Fortunes. If they can 
be ſecur'd from Vice and Senſuality, 
and walk on ſleadily in the Paths of 
proper Knowledge, they may prove a 
Delight and Honour to their Family, 

and Ornaments to the Church and Na- 
lion. 


Of what Importance E ducation is, 
we learn from Whitgift, that Great 
and [Viſèe Prelate, and the chief Sub- 
Jett of the following Eſſay, who wrote 
to each biſhop of his Province after 
this manner: Your Lordſhip is not ig— 
norant, that a great Part of the Diſſo- 
luteneſs in Manners, and Ignorance in 
the common Sort, that reigneth in ; 
moſt Parts of this Realm; even in this 
clear Light of the Golpel otherwile, 
ariſeth hercof: For that the Youth be- ; 
ing, as it were, the Fryc and Semina- 
ry of the Church and Commonwealth, 
through Negligence of natural and Jpi- 
ritual Fathers, are not, as was meet, 
train'd up in the chief and neceſſary 
Principles of the Chriſtian Religion; {| 
whereby they might learn their Duty 1 
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to God, to their Prince, their Coun- 
try. aud their Neighbours, eſpecially 
in their tender Years, when theſe things 
might beft be planted in them; and 
wou'd become moſt hardy to be after- 
wards remov'd. Thus nothing doubt- 
ing of your Lordſhip's Forwardueſs 
and Care herein, I commend you to 
God's holy Protection. 


Terr LorRDsuleP's 


Loving [Friend and Brother, 


From CRoynDroN, 
Sept. 15. 1591. Jo. CANT. 


Now, according to the Direction of 


this Great aud Goed Man, the only 


fure and eaſy Way of forming Minds, 


according to the Rules of Chriſtian 
Piety, s to ſeaſon them with it, before 
evil Habits have ſettled themſelves 
there, The Reaſon we ſee ſo many old 
Men vicious, is becauſe we ſee ſo many 


young People nninſirutied. They who 


o abroad to convert foreign Nations, 


make but few Proſelytes of antient 
Men; they continue, Hiſtorians ſay, 
the ſame Cuſtoms, the ſame Manners 
they were us'd to in their Childhood. 
Therefore weak are theſe Parents, who, 


guided 
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guided by their own Fancies, think, 
that the forming Mind's to Virtue may 

be deferr'd, till the Heat of Youth tis 
over; till they come to a ſound Tudg- 
ment, and are then moſt likely to open 
their Ears ana Hearts to wiſe Connſel. 
But the holy Scriptures, which are an 
infallible Guide, command otherwiſe ; 
and Reaſon ſays, that Touth is the moſt 
proper T ime for ſetting the Mind right, 
when the Heart is moſt flexible and 
tender, and when the Mind is ductile 
and well prepar'd to receive good Im- 
preſſions. Toung Perſons have a Ca- 
pacity of learning eaſily, and retaining 
<hat they learn, ſteadily; when they 
are grown up, their Memory will not 
be ſo faithful, nor their Attention ſo 
great, nor their Curioſity ſo eager. 
Children have moſt Leiſure for Learns 
ing, and the Advantage of Time is ne- 
ceſſary for ſo vaſt and long a Work, as 
a compleat Education in Literature 
aud Religion requires. Fe that hath 
a long Fourney to go, and a Multipli- 
city of important Affairs on his Hands, 
ſhould riſe betimes, and ſet out early. 


In the Law of Moſes, why was it 
commanded, that young People ſhou'd 


be 
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be call'd into God's Service? Why were 
the firſt Fruits off the Harth offered? 
Why young Cattle ſacrific'd, but to 
teach us, that God expected, and was 
pleas'd with the Prime of our Affecti- 
ons, our earlieſt Tears, and the moſt 


beautiful Faculties of the Soul? 


The Heathen baniſh'd from their Schools 
of Morality young Per ſons, as Diſciples 
uncapable; but Joſiah, Daniel, 'Timo- 
thy, and others, were early taught : 
as was alſo Joleph, whom I particular. 
ly mention; becauſe Fornication and A. 
dultery are by many young Gentlemen 
look'd on, asVenial Sins; or, are paſsd 
over with ſome ſlight Saying or Pro- 
verb, 0 make their guilty Conſtiences, 
F poſſible, lie aovwn to reſt. Joleph's 
Example under the like Temptation, is 
fit for them to imitate. He declined 
the Houſe; and when caught by the 
Garment, rather leaves that behind 
him, than his Virtue. 


When the Devil tempts young Per- 
ſons, he uſually ſuggeſts to them, what 
he ſaid to Eve, Surely ye ſhall not die. 
Fe flatters them with great Allowances 
that ſhall be made; that what they do. 


AJ 
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is only Infirmity in them. which is to 
be expefed, and pandon'd; that grave 
Virtue is yet too ſoon, But, if God 
gives them Grace tobe ſerious aud wiſe ; 
then, the ſame malicious Spirit ſays, 
ie too late; ond is as implacable in 


accuſing, as formerly he was ſubtle in 
templing. 


Laſtly, Education is beſt in the Days 
of Touth, becauſe it will be all the 
reſt of their Lives, an unſpeakable 
Comfort. For, if Proſperity and ma- 
ny Days be their Lot; the Remem- 
brauce of youthful Tears well ſpent, 
will be conſtantly a freſh Delight; and 
as it keeps off the Hear of Death. (0 
it ſweetens aud makes more pleaſing, all 
other Enjoyments. But, if for a Cha- 
ſrifement of their Sins, (which the beſt 
are guilty of) or for a Trial of their 
Patience, Adverjity be their Portion; 


what a Comforter, how ſweet, how ex- 


ceeding raviſhing is a good Conſtience? 
Tis the faithfulleſt Friend, the moſt 
eloguent Companion, ſpeaking ſweet 
Things to their Souls, giving greater 
Satisfattion to their Underſiandings, 
than the moſt delicious Food to their 
Taſle, or the ſoftel! Muſick to their 


Ears, 
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Ears; affording Delights, to be fell 
within, rather than expreſs d. 


Now, ſiuce the World is full of 
the Inſtruments of Satan, which, with 
the moſt alluring Offers, endeavour to 
draw unwary Touth from the Paths 
of Righteouſneſs; ſince Seducers are 
bold and impudent in ſpreading the 
Poiſon of Vice all abroad; ſince Blaſ- 
phemics openly appeer; ſince Deiſts, 
Atheiſts, Arians, and Socinians, have 
of late, exalted their Voices againſt 
the Lord and his Church; ſince they 
treat the moſt ſerious things in the 
I/orld with Sport and Laughter, and 
ridicule that, which in the Opinion 
of the World, commands Awe and Ve- 
aeration; ſince the Clergy, Religion, 
and the Bible itſelf, are made the 
Subjett of their railing Accuſations ;'tis 
high time for us m an extraordinary 
manner to ſtand up in defence of thoſe 
Truths, which they call in queſtion. 


The honeſt Freedom of laying the 
Danger of Men's Sins before them, is 
one of the prime ©ualifications God 
has always required in his Prophets 
and Teachers: Be not afraid of their 
Words, 
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Words, nor be diſmay'd at their 


i Looks; bur ſpeak unto them, whe- 

ther they will hear, or whether they | 

will forbear. | 
f 
: ' The ancient Fathers of the Church | 
p _ freely and plainly with all forts | 
1 F Sinners: The 4 conſtantly rebuked i 
e Ss with all that Authority, which 1 
: became the Ambaſſadors of their Lord | 
and Maſter : They reſolved to dif- 
> | charge their Truſt, and leave the ] 
3 | Iſſue of it to God, who ſent them | 
} | forth, to admoniſh, and to reprove g 
. the People. Our Church thus prays, 
/ that all who are ordain'd to preach | 
| the Goſpel, may conſtantly ſpeak the | 
| Truth, A oidly rebuke Vice, and, up- | 


| on occaſion, patiently ſuffer for the 
| Truth's — 


God declares, and repeats it ſeve- 
I ral times, that if any People con- 
 tinue in their Sins, and are ruin'd 
eternally, becauſe their Paſtors have 

not reprouv'd, and endeavour'd to re- 

claim Offenders, hell charge their Ruin 

on the Negligent. Son of Man, 1 

have made thee a Watchman, unto 

the 


( xiv } 

the Houſe of Iſrael; Therefore give 
them warning from me, if thou dof} 
not ſpeak to warn the Wicked to 
ſave his Life, the fame wicked Man 
ſhall die in his Iniquity ; but his 
Blood will I requirc at thy hand. f gs 
that Spiritual Paſtors, Parents and 
Tutors, muſt be vigilant to diſcover, 
aud active to drive away, from under 
their Authority, Erroneous Principles. 
Atheiſts and falſe Chriſtians are in 
Scripture compared to Wolves, for 
their Cruelty and mortal Hatred to the 
Sheep, and their lying in wait to de- 
tray. How dangerous 2s it then, for 
Men full of Buſmeſs, to truſt them. 
ſetves with theſe Deceivers? Alas! 
the poor common People have not T ime, 
nor Sagacity enough to diſcover the Er. 
rors of bold Hereticks, nor Learning 
enough to confute them. On the other 
Land; theſe Seducers, as the Jeſuits, 
are perhaps plauſible, ſmooth, eloquent 
Speakers; who, with good Words and 
fair Speeches, deceive the Hearts of 
the Simple.“ Others are remarkable 

for a more than ordinary San{tity of 
Life; which may influence ſome 10 
+ Ezekiel xxvi. 7, &c. 
* Rom, Xvi. 18, 


N- 
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embrace their Errors : The watchful 
Paſtor, when ſuch Deluders creep into 
his Fold, muſt double his Diligence, 
and ſhew a great and well grounded 
Zeal, to fave his People. 


How many falſe Teachers of the Ro- 
man Church d:4 in Whirtgitt's Days, 
and do alſo in theſe our Days, enflame 
the Difference among Proteſtants, in or- 
der to promote Popery. Tie fit and 
requiſite then, that the Clergy by wri- 
ting, by private Admonition and Re- 


proof; and by all the Mays that Pru- 


dence can direct, preſerve their Flocks 
from the Peſtilence that walketh at 
Noon-day. But if they hope to ſuc- 
ceed, great Prudence muſt be us'd in 
their Rebukes : The Quality aud Tem- 
per of the Perſon ; the Nature of the 
Crime, the Manner of the Addreſs, 
muſt be well weighed before-hand. 


Men of Rank and Condition ought 
to be applied to with Reſpedt; our 
Equals with Sincerity; our Inferiors 
with awful Rebukes, Is Danger at 
hand? They muſt haſte to pull ſuch 
out of the Fire, as they would a 
Brand almoſt burat.* 


* Jude v. 23. 
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'Tis the Duty of all, we ſee, who 
have a competent Authority, to give 
Offenders Warning of their Danger; 
or they will be Accomplices to the Sins 
they have not endeavoured to prevent. 
This muſt be my Apology for troubling 
the World with this Performance, 
which entreats all that have been un- 
der my Care, or now are, and others, 
wiſely to keep their Diſtance; and not 
open their Fars to the loud and dull 
Reaſonings of our modern  Infidels ; but 
PP remember, that ſiuce the Dei— 
ty. to whom we pay our Homage and 
Aon zs ſo kind, fo beneficent a 
Being, /o defirons of our Happineſs, 
that none but a Fool would contend 
for an Opinion, contrary to the Com— 
fort of Mankind; and none but a Fool 
would provoke ſo powerful a Being, 
who, tho patient for the preſent, will 
at laſt uinaicate his Honour im the De- 
ſtrudtion of his Adverſaries. 


ER NAT A; 


MXNV Faults, eſpecially in the Pointing, have 
| eſcap'd thro' the Author's Abſence; Hine of 
which are noted: the reſt, the underſtanding Reader 
is deſir'd to correct. | 
Page 30. after Charity put only a Comma. P. 3:. 
for Charities r. Charity, P. 96. for he read be; for 
marvelous r. marvellous. P. 25. for having Objects, 
x. Daw, Ne. | 
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The SUM of the 
Following E S S AV. 


Man ſuperior to all Creatures below. 
OM ſpend their Riches in Sloth, Luxury 


and Eaſe, Page 2, &c. 
Others do Works of Charity, build Colleges, 
Hoſpital, Schools, 7 Ne. 


Of Famous Penefactors. 


Sutton, Colet, King Edward VI. Guy, Ge. 
Sous of the Clergy's Corporation, 8 
Theſe Bene factious baffle the Calumnies of the 
Church of Rome, e/emble the Perfections of 
God, and cover a Multitude of Sins, 13 
The Poor in C roydon addreſs Archbiſhop W hits 
gift; his Grace's Anfever, 23 
4A Hoſpital built for the [Vea and Decay'd, 


above 60 Nears of Ace, 29 
wo Objettions againſt Hoſpitals anſwer” 4 11 
Advice to the Poor thus maintain'd, 37 


—. 


-» 


Places for Literature, 46 


How Parents ſhou'd Educate their 
Children. 


t. Lay the Foundation in Virtue. 2. Reſſrain 
Vice and Idleneſs. 3. Make them, not only 
modiſh, but wiſe, OY 

Exccliency 
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The Sum of the 


{xccllency of Education. 
[rvely Genins ſet right, of great Uſe, Pag. 73 


Vit without Education is only a Flaſh, #4 
V hutgitt promoted for his Learning, Sy 


Education mult be Early, 
At about 4 or 5 Tears old, Reaſon dawns. 
Hhether to be left to Parents, in Oppoſitio' 
io National Laws. Keep Children from vi— 


cious Servants. Revuke them, 64 
Of Childrens Paſſions. 
Tame them, or they will be unruly, 65 


Brawliag, &c. Mark of à FooPs Malice, ib. 
hen ſinful Appetites reſign, Virtue pleaſant, 
ibid. 

Cod will not make Allowances for the ſinful 
Tricks of Yowth, becauſe their Temptations ar- 


10 rong, 69 
Old Sinners have Habits to conquer, ibid. 
The great Difficulty of it, ibid. 
Jinpuuity leſſens the Horror of Sin, 7 
What Virtues are to be carly impreſs'd on 

tender Spirits, 74. 

The Holy Scriptures, 1. A ſafe Guide to direct 
Children, ibid. 

2. Prove a Cod, and the Duties ariſing from 
thence, 90 


3. Suvlime, uſeful and inſiruttive above all 
human tt ritings; above Horace or Pindar, 


| IOZ 
4. Paſſages of the Old and New Teſtameni 
Produc' to prove this, 105 


of 


9 


following Ess Av. 


Of a Tu TOR. 


1. His Character and Example, Pag. 116 
2. What to ground his Pupil in, ibid. 
3. The fundamental Knowledge of the Mathe- 
matices; uſeful, not only 2 Arts and SFcien— 
ces, but likewiſe againſt free and random 
thinking in religious Matters; exemplified by 
the greateſt of our own Countrymen, W hatgitr, 
Barrow, Newton, (7c. < Fl 
Parents over Indulgence {poil the Lad's Conſtitu- 
tion, bring many Diſeaſes; and is no Mark 


of true Love, 122 
The api Influence Education has, 
On the Nobility, 124 


. On Judges and Lawyers; the Art of 

4 lion, and pleading gracefully, 139 

3, On Magiſtrates, Gentlemen, Clergy and 
Trade; 5 1555 SC. 

Some & eat Perſons for want of Education, 


. Grow idle, pamper the Appetites, hearken 
to Flattery, 


5 
2. The Educated read Hiſtory, Geography ; 


a//ift their Frienas, SC. 161 
Eating and drinking to Exceſs, the diſmal Ef- 
fects of it, 163 


Tempts Men to Gaming, which brings on Shark- 
ng, Cheating, Paſſion and Poverty, I72 

By it an Eſtate is loſt, a Family undone by the 
Turn of a Card, or the Caſt of a Dye, ibid. 

Gaming tempts to Self-Murther;, which is a 
Mark of Cowardice, a complicated Sin. A 
Brute not Felo de lc, 174 


A Trouble 


— — — — — 


The Sum of, &. 


A Trouble to the ſurviving Relations. Dreadſul 


State after Death, Pag. 176 
No Repeniance for it ; Bear Mictions, till your 
afrpointed Tine, 181 


Gaming occaſions Duelling. 
Laregious Foliy to hazard jour Life to gratiſ 


your knemy's Splecn, 182 
It fefies the Majeſiy of God; the Cauſe of the 
Challenge tes a Trifle, 182 


Education neceſſary for Divines. 
Their Office Difficult. Whitgift's Exazaple pro- 
pos'd. Ile remarkable for, 1. Reading , grace- 


fully: 2. Preaching: 3. For Neproc Vor 
being uſeſul in all Stations, * 126 


Education uſeful to Traders. 
{t whets their Minds; teaches Truth and Ho- 


neſly, the beſt Arts of thriving, 210 
Conducive to the Peace of Socicties, and the In- 
tereſts of Kingdoms, 211 


W hirgitt aim'd at, 1. The Glory of his Ma- 
jeſly's 3 The Origin of the Af- 
ſyrian, Perſian, Grecian, and Roman 


_ Greatneſs, 213 
2. The Comfort of Mankin, 216 
3. The Iucreaſe of the Chr: ian Religion, ib. 


Motives to Charity. 
1. Me are Stewards only of what we poſſeſs, 218 
It will plead for us at the laft, Day, 220 
3 
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ESSAY 


GENEROSITY 


AND 


Greatnels of Spirit, & 


WHE great and mighty God, 
by whoſe mir: ulous Pow- 


1 2 were fram'd, hath vouch- 
K ſafed to honour Man with 

a Station far ſuperior to 

that of all other Creatures; he being made 
a little lower than the Angels, endow'd 
with a rational Soul, common to theſe 
bright and heavenly Creatures, by a kind 
and merciful Appointment ; ſo that he is 
the Maſter-piece, the Honour, nay, the 
B Prodigy 


er both Heaven and Earth 


—— — — — 
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Prodigy of the creating Wiſdom. The 
vaſt Abilitics of the Soul have given it the 
Title of the [mage of God, an Efflux of the 
Divinity, a Beam of heavenly Light. In- 
deed nothing in this World is truly great 
but Man, and nothing noble in him bur 
his Mind. This Character ſhould render 
him duly ſenſible of the high Dignity of 
his Nature, ſhould ſo elevate and raiſe the 
Soul, as to make it active, vigorous, and 
exert itſelf in the Service of its Creator. 
The Bleſſing ſurely is great enough to 
challenge Man's continual Praiſe and 
Love. For how deeply is he indebted 
to his noble Benefactor, who gave him 
Eeing, Life and Beauty, who hath wrought 
him up to the higheſt Perfections, and 
form'd him into a reſemblance of his own 
divine Excellencies? But do Men ſo high- 
ly oblig'd, conſider well the End of their 
Creation, and comply with the Deſign of 
their Creator? Ah! wretched they, who, 
tho' made Lords of univerſal Nature, yet, 
as if ignorant of their noble Rank, aban- 
don themſelves to Sloth, Luxury and Eaſe. 
A Plenty of this World's Goods, given 
by the wiſe Diſpoſer of all Things for 
charitable Purpoſes, now lulls the Poſſeſ- 
fors Minds to a fatal Security. A Spirit 
of Pleaſure, Wantonneſs and Pride, ſo 
intovicates their Minds, that they have 

no 


4] 


no Inclination to holy and charitable 
Works. A ſhameful Ingratitude this ! 
laviſhly to ſquander away all that Wealth, 
which was deſign'd in part to ſupply the 
Wants of the Needy, who, tho' look'd 
on with Contempt by many, are yet F/e// 
of our Fleſh, and Bone of our Bone. How 
ſtrange, how amazing is it, that Creatures 
who make it their Boaſt that they are 
 form'd in God's cen Image, and after his 
Likeneſs, ſhould ſo degrade themſelves 
below their noble. Nature, ſhould be fo 
deeply immers'd in Fleſh and Senſe, 
ſhould have no Notion of any thing bur 
ſottiſh Pleaſures, no 8 for uſeful 
and publick Benefactions! Whereas they 
ought to diſengage their Hearts from 
groſs Enjoyments, and view well the il- 
luſtrious Patterns of Liberality which 
their generous Anceſtors have ſet them. 
But ſome Rich Men ſeem to have ſtifled 
all the Sentiments which natural Pity and 
Religion ſuggeſt to them, or they make 
Pleas to deceive themſclves into an Opi- 
nion that they are not oblig'd to Works 
of Charity: © We have had the Misfor- 
tune of great Loſſes; our Families in- 
« creaſe, and Trade decays.” I anſwer, 
that there is no ſurer way to proſper in 
the World than by letting the Poor have 
a Share of our Riches with us. But the 


B 2 Diſtribu- 
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Diſtributions theſe Complainers make of 
their Eſtates mult be examin'd into. Do 
« you not ſupport unneceflary DIP, 

© which are beyond your Station? Have 
you not Variety of Houſes richly fur- 
* niſh'd? Do you not ſquander away 
your Wealth in Drunkenneſs and Ga- 
“ ming, or ſome other coſtly Vices?” If 
this Charge can be made good, forbear to 
plead Inability, learn to be diligent and 
frugal, retrench your ſuperfiuous way of 
Living, and you will have enough to ſpare 
for Works of Mercy. Your Children we 
know have a fair Claim to your Eſtates; 
but if you debar the Indigent of their 
Share, this may be an ea7/719 Canter, and 
a conſuming Moth in your Fortunes. To do 

Good in your Life is the only way of 


ſanctifying what is left to your Family 


after your Death; if this is omitted, per- 
haps a diſſolute joy ful young Heir will 


laugh at your Parſimony, and waſte in ri- 


otous Living what you have ſav'd by Un- 
charitableneſs. If you therefore have any 
Paſſion for yourſelt or Family, open your 
Hand to the Poor, and you {ha!! be bleſſed 
in your Deed. The utmoſt Stretch of the 
Ambition of Men entangled in ſinful In- 
clinations 1s, we find, only to pleaſe their 
Senſes for a few Months or Years, and 
then they let their Fabrick crumble ; into 

Duſt, 
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Duſt, without leaving behind them the 
leaſt remembrance that they ever did ex- 
iſt; their very Names are buried as deep 
as their Bodies, and the one was no ſooner 
out of ſight than the other was out of re- 
membrance. On the contrary, ſome ge- 
nerous Souls, which ſhine like Stars of the 
firſt Magnitude, ſcem to have wiſe Con- 
trivances for the Good of Mankind; who 
know that their Advancement to Honour 
and Riches, ſtrictly obliges them to Works 
of Charity; who know that Men are no 
otherwiſe great in the Court of Heaven, 
than as they are beneficent to their Fellow 
Creatures on Earth; and that Riches may 
add to outward Pomp, but not to real 
Worth. Theſe Worthies, whoſe Bowels 
yearn over the Afflicted, have the Orna- 
ment of generous Spirits, and reſemble 
the bright Perfections of the Father of our 
Beings; for the Almighty Creator is daily 
ſhowering down Bleſſings on his poor, 
worthleſs, and depending Creatures; and 
notwithſtanding ſuch high Provocations, 
as would turn from them the beſt natur'd 
Friends in the World, yet this Fountain 
of Mercy is not exhauſted, nor his Bleſ- 
ſings withdrawn, but his Bounty conti- 
nued ſtill, and his Favours ſcatter'd with- 
out diſtinction. The Day dawns, and the 
Sun ſhines upon the Jutt and the Unjuſt. 
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A wicked Wretch finds his Account in a 
Shower of Rain, no leſs than his Neigh- 
bour who is an illuſtrious Pattern of firm 
and unſhaken Virtue. Atheiſts and Saints, 
People that thank God for what they 
have, and thoſe who never think of him, 
fare much alike in theſe promiſcuous 
Diſpenſations. The Imitators of this 
diffuſive Goodneſs take in all Mankind 
for their Neighbours, and, like Socrates, 
become Citizens of the World ; that 1s, they 
do like the compaſſionate Samaritan , 
behave like Neighbours to, and act the 
neighbourly Part, by every neceffitous 
Perſon that falls in their way, to the ut- 
moſt of their Power, and ſo become, in 
a yet higher Senſe than Socrates, Citizens 
of the World. Thus the charitable Man 
reſembles the Powers above, and is a fort 
of a God upon Earth. Such compaſſionate 
Souls who ſcatter their Favours with a 
bounteous Hand, have built Colleges, 
Places for Education, the greateſt of all 
earthly Bleſſings, and alſo Hoſpitals, which 
give Comfort to the Aged, the Halt, and 
the Maimed. 

Theſe Benefactors wiſely thought their 
Ltberality to be more ornamental than 
all their Enſigns of Dignity and Robes ol 
State, when they with holy Jeb, deliver 
the Poor that cry, and the Fatherleſs, and 
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him that hath none to help ; when the BI 
ing of him that is ready to periſh comes upon 
them, and they cauſe the Widow's Heart to 
ing for Foy. 
4 3 Worthies, Whitgift, that 
great and venerable Man, whote Praiſe is 
in the World, and whole good Works de- 
ſerve, and have a yearly Commemora- 
tion, Þ 1s In a peculiar manner to be re- 
member'd by me, and all the Inhabitants 
of Croydon. His precious Memory with 
us is ſweet to this very Day; bis Aſhes, 
like a rich Perfume, entertain us with in- if 
credible Admiration and Delight. Bleſſed 1 
be the Almighty, whoſe Goodnets is in- | | 
finite, for putting it into the Heart of this ! 
bounteous Prelate to give a noble Charity, | 
rich in a thouſand conſequential Bleſſings. | | 
Bleſſed now of him is, we hope, the boun- | 
tiful Giver, who undertook ſo Publick- [ 
ſpirited a Deſign. In the midit of his ar- ; 
duous Affairs both in Church and State, 
he, to give Life to his other Qualifica- 
tions, forgot not the Wants of his Fel- 
low Creatures, but made glad the Unhap- 
y and Forlorn. Many other Examples 
of Munificence doth this happy Iiland 


* Job 29. 13. 

+ Barlow, Biſhop of Rocheſter, gave a Sermon, a 
ally preach'd at Croydon, March 22, in honour of Whit 
gift's Memory. Strype. 
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afford. Look into our Metropolis, what 
ample Proviſion is made both for Young 
and Old, who were not able to help them- 
ſelves! What glorious and noble Fabricks 
are erected, which are a laſting Honour 
and Advantage to this Nation! Kin 

Edvard the Sixth, that good and excellent 
Irince, the great Encourager of publick 
Works of Charity, whoſe Name 1s not to 
be mentioned without Honour, was the 
pious and munificent Founder of Chrift's 
Hoſpital. Tohn Collet erected and endow'd 
St. Paul's School. Sutton, a Proteſtant, 
to whoſe Bounty 1s owing the Charter- 
Houſe; ſuch a Charity this as was never 
parallel'd by any one Subject in all Eu- 


rope. Add to theſe the Builders of St. 7. 


mas's Hoſpital, and the late ſtupendous 
Addition by Guy, with many other Bene- 
factions which adorn and beautify our 
famous and renowned City. Theſe are, 
as far as we can learn, larger than thoſe 
of any other City in the Chriſtian World, 
and ſo many, that the Time would fail 
me to reckon them up. I cannot here but 
congratulate to the Sons of the Prophets the 
late Corporation for the Relicf of Widows 
and Children of Clergymen; the beſt In- 
ſtitution, I think, that ever was contriv'd. 
The Governors of this Bounty, by the 
Aſſiſtance of thoſe who ſhew what a com- 


paſſionate 
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paſſionate tender Senſe they have of their 
Sufferings, have already made great Pur- 
chaſes; ſo that 'tus now a ſure and ſolid 
Foundation, and we are not without well 
grounded Hopes and Preſages of much 
greater Things for the future. 

The Perſons to be reliev'd, are ſuch as 
were leit deſtitute, ſome of Education, 
all of a Subſiſtance cqual to their former 
Life, without any the leaſt Fault of their 
own, by the untimely Death of their Huſ- 
bands or Parents, by their generous way 
of living, or, by what ought eſpecially to 


be mentioned, by their open Hands and 


Hearts to the Diſtreſſed in the Days of 
their Proſperity ; on theſe Accounts, all 
innoccnt, they are expos'd to Want and 
Miſery; but God in Mercy hath provi- 
ded a Supply for them. The Needy who 
are reliev'd are daily Interceſſors for the 
charitable Donors at the Throne of Grace; 
and the Father of the Fatherleſs will look 
down with Delight on them who imitate 
him by a Paternal Care of the Fatherleſs 
and deſolate Wadow. 

I need not ule Endeavours to excite 
the Ardour and moſt fervent Zeal of Gen- 
tlemen an this pious Work. The Subject 
indecd is worthy of moving Arguments, 
but the chearful Alacrny that is thewn on 
this Occaſion, makes Perſuaſives unneceſ- 

I ſary. 
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ſary. May the Alms which the Merciful 


ſcatter on the Helpleſs on Earth be mul- 


tiplied on them and their Poſterity from 
Heaven. | 

In this great and wealthy City the Poor 
and Infirm alſo, the maimed and wound- 
ed Soldier, diſtracted and innatick Per- 
ſons, the Miſerable in every Kind, com- 
paſſionately are provided for, and tenderly 
taken care of, Future Miſchief is pre- 
vented by imparting to Children the in- 
valuable Bleſſing of a pious Education, 
who otherwiſe had been expos'd to all 
the Temptations of Ignorance, Want, 
and Idleneſs; but who now may be uſe- 
ful to the Commonwealth, by taking care 
of themſelves and others. 

All theſe forementioned Benefactors 
had Riches given them, which to the 
Charitable are a Bleſſing; but to uſe them 
well is an Honour not vouchſafed to eve- 
ry one. They who beſtow Part of their 
Wealth for the Good of their Neighbours 
and the Glory of God, deſerve to have 
their Statues ſet up in Gold; but alas! 
Statues and Temples too will in Time 
decay; but theſe Worthies, who have 
wiſely laid out their Talents, ſhall flou- 
riſh to the greateſt. Diſtance of Time, and 
be admired even by thoſe who have no 
Advantage of their Favours, S 

2 4 
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It muſt be own'd that vaſt Sums of 
Money are in London ſquander'd away 
on Luſt and Drunkenneſs; but we hope 
that when God comes down to viſit on 
them for theſe Things, he will for the 
Sake of the Charity the Inhabitants there- 
of perform, viſit in Mercy, 

Thoſe bountiful Foundations, which 
by the Providence of God and the Piety 
of good Chriſtians have been erected, do 
happily flouriſh under the Care and In- 
ſpection of their uncorrupted Governors. 
But let not your delightful Thoughts be 
confin'd to London only; for if you caſt 
your Eyes abroad alſo on the moſt diſtant 
Parts of the Kingdom, Monuments of 
Charity preſent themſelves to your View 
almoſt in every County. Joyfully could 
I recite the glorious Deeds of all theſe 
generous Benefactors, but it would be 
tedious for me to write or you to read 
even a Catalogue of them ; however, I 
cannot forbear attempting a ſhort Eflay 
upon Whitgift's Goodneſs; being reſolv'd 
rather to ſhew my want of Skill for this 
Undertaking than my want of Gratitude. 
I defire it may be obſerv'd here, that tho 
I ſpeak of Whitgift's Foundation chietly, 
yet at the ſame time my Deſign is to give 
Honour to all thoſe Worthies who before 
his Dey. and ſince, after his Example, 

have 
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have created publick Buildings, to thc 


Credit of their Religion and the Glory of 


their Country, How could I better ſpend 
the few Hours I have to ſpare from daily 
Labour, than to ſet forth the noble Spi- 
rits of theſe Benetactors? Who knows 
but that this may excite many, in ſome 
way or other, to an Imitation of their 
Virtues? To mention Men who {hall 
out-live the Injuries of Time, may create 
a noble Emulation in young Noblemen. 
Theſe generous Souls, who are actuated 
by what is generous and great, deſerve 
greater Eulogics than I am able to exprels, 
But were I a Maſter of all the Treaſures 
of Eloquence, could I ſpeak like Tully or 
Demoſthenes, my whole Abilities ſhould 
be us'd on this amiable Subject ; and then 
theſe Men, famous in their Generations, 
tho' long fince dead, ſhould never die in 


. the Memories of Mankind, but make a 


glorious Figure in our Britifh Annals, 
For they who have out-thone the greateit 
Part of the World by what is moſt excel- 
lent, thuir Graces and Endowments of 
Mind, have a juſt Claun to be had 2% ever- 
laſting Remembrance; and Perſons yet un- 
born, for the Aid reach'd out to them by 
the Hands of the Bountitul, ſhall riſe up 
and praiſe their Names. Their Bodies, as 


the Son of Syrach ſpeaks, arc buried in 


1 ace, 
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Peace, but their Names live for evermore ; 
the People will tell of their Wiſdom, and 
the Congregation will ſhew forth their Praiſe. 
Tis a Matter of Grief and Amazement to 
me, that an Account of the numberleſs 
Charities we of this Nation arc bleſt with 
has never been publiſh'd; that fo many 
Thouſands partake of the Bounty reach'd 
out to them, have been fed, educated, and 
advanc'd to high Employments, thro' the 
Qualifications they got by the Aſſiſtance 
of theſe Benefactors; and that no one, as 
hear of, has made them known to the 
World, cſpectally conſidering that ALL 
other Virtues, without Charity, are as cold 
and dead as a Body not animared by a Soul. 
How great Honour and Glory 1s done to 
the Nation by theſe many Acts of Boun- 
ty, is well known; they baffle the Ca- 
Inmnies, and ſtop the Mouths of our Ad- 
ver faties of the Church of Rome; for with 
what Face can the Papiſts now accuſe 
our reform'd Religion of being unfruitful 
of good Works? How dare they reproach 
| England with the Bounty of our Popith 
Anceſtors and the illiberal Spirit of their 
Proteſtant Succeſſors? W- are lo far from 
dreading this Charge, that we turn it upon 
the Romaniſts themſclves; for no King- 

dom under Heaven can juſtly boaſt _ 
ſuch uſc ful Charities as adorn'd the In- 
. ancy 
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fancy of the Reformation; which, by the 
Blefling of God, have ſo wondertully in- 
creaſed, that they are now become a great 
Comfort to ourſelves, and will be ſo to 
our lateſt Poſterity. Look not then a- 
broad, to admire the Charities of foreign 
Countries, but contemplate thoſe of your 
own; which, I may with Safety ſay, pro- 
duce more bleſſed Effects than any other 
can fairly pretend to; for our Charities 
are not confin'd to a narrow Compals, 
nor laid out to ill Purpoſes, but ſhine 
forth like the Sun, which imparts his Rays 
in common, illuminating and cheriſhing 
the remoteſt Parts of the Earth. And as 
the Bounries of our Engl:/þ Worthies are 
thus diffuſive, fo are they perform'd on 
good Motives, and for a good End. The 
Donations of the Popiſh Zealots come 
from the feigned Fire of Purgatory ; but 
the divine Flame of Charity kindles ours: 
They feed or dazzle the Eyes of ignorant 
Beholders with their Monkiſh and ſuper- 
ſtitious Foundations; but we feed the 
Body: They are mov'd bythe piousFrauds 
of their Prieſts; but Goodneſs, which re- 
ſpects the Glory of God, is the Motive of 
ours. Franciſcans,and other Orders, falſly 
call'd Religious, not only idle, but dan- 
gerous to the State, are maintained by 
them: Their charitable Foundations, 

whoſe 


1 

whoſe Number, Wealth and Splendor 
exceed the Deſigns of Charity, raiſe Envy, 
rather than Compatiion, in all that behold 
them ; and inſtead of receiving the truly 
poor, tempt Men to counterfeit Poverty, 
that they may ſhare in the Bounty of 
them. Bur the Charities for which 1 plead 
have another Tendency, calculated to an- 
[wer the neceſſary Wants of human Na- 
ture; they are wiſely contriv'd to ſup- 
port the Aged, the decay'd and deſolate 
Widows. Theſe were the Objects that 
ſenſibly touch'd our Vhilgißſt's Hearr. 
There was no real Affliction which he did 
not commiſerate, no Calamity at which 
he was not troubled. The Character of 
holy Job, who was the Father of the Poor, 
and the Protector of the Afflicted, was due 
to him. His Benefits had all the proper 
Qualifications requitite to true Charity, 
for they were ſcattered freely, and with- 
our Meaſure. He knew what Lite and 
Energy were in theſe Words, He hath 
diſperſed abroad, he hath given to the Poor, 
his Righteouſneſs endureth for ever. Or as 
God himſelf by his Servant Mo/es expreſſes 
it, Deut. 15. 11. Thou ſhalt open thy Hand 
wide unto thy Brother, to thy Poor, and to 
the Needy in the Land. This he did, and 
with great Chearfulneſs, obſerving St, 
Paul's Rule, Let every Man give, t 

| grudgingly 
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grudgingly, or of neceſſity, for God Ioveth 


a chearful Giver; Alacrity and Chearful- 
neſs being the very Life and Soul of this 
beſt of Graces, Charity. "Twas a kind 
Act of Providence that JW hitgift was bleſt 
with Riches and Plenty, but 'twas a kinder 
thar there was given to him a Heart to 
beſtow what he recciv'd for the Uſe of 
the bounteous Donor. He thought it his 
greateſt Honour that he might thus ap- 
proach his Maker, and reſemble his c 
vine Perfections by doing Good. His 
inward Love recommended the outward 
Act; for the loweſt Inſtance of Goodneſs, 
ſpringing from this Source, is in the Sig 
of God of great Price; whereas the moſt 
ſhining Acts of Charity, when ſeparated 
from a Principle of divine Love, are of 
no Value; for if wwe beſtow all our Goods 
to feed the Poor, and have not Charity, it 
profiteth nothing, 1 Cor. 13. 3. The Wile 
and Grateful, that they may joyfully ac- 
count for the Talents they receive, lay 
themſelves out for the Glory of heir ori- 
ginal Benefactor, who hath done ſuch 
great Things for them; the Plenty they 
receive is ſcatter d abroad for the Comfort 
of their Neighbours, as the Moon ſhews 
to the World the Light ſhe borrows from 
the Sun. Fair Interitances deſcer:d on 
ſome Gentlemen without the Sweat of 
their 
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5 
their Brow; without any Toil or anxious 
Solicitude; as if they were Heirs of 
the 1/raelites, who poſſeſs d Houſes full 
of all good Things, which they filled not: 
The Poor in the mean Time, tremble 
with Cold, or faint with Hunger at their 
Gates, unreliev'd. Now ſcarce any Man, 
who hath an Heart capable of Jender- 
neſs, cou'd look on ſuch miſerable Objects, 
without extending a merciful Hand to re- 
lieve them. Bur ye fond Lovers of the 
World, what is your Aim? You weary 
your Bodies with reſtleſs Labour, and 
afflict your Minds with perpetual Care: 
Say, what are the Ends you propoſe ? 
The Holy Ghoſt in Scripture, ſhews the 
Danger and Folly of theſe Men, who ſo 
doat upon Wealth, as to get it by diſ- 
honeſt Ways, or hoard it up. ---- Hear 
and tremble at theſe Words, Vo unto you 
that are rich; for ye have rece:ved your 
Confolation ! Can the Covetous read this, 
and not be drawn oft from the immode- 
rate Love of Riches? The Charity be- 
ſtow'd for God's lake, and Chritt's ſake, 
upon a deſolate Widow, or helpleſs 
Orphan, will do more Service, than if 


Vc had left a vaſt Eſtate t our Poſteri- 


ty. For, our Saviour accounts every 
Act of Mercy to the Poor, as a Mark 
of Affection to himſelf; Veri 1 ſay un- 

| & to 


— — — ee =. 


— — 


— — — 
— — — — — — 


189) 

fo you, in as much as you have done it unto 
one of the leaſt of my Brethren, you have 
done it unto me. Strange! Can a Man be 
profitable to God, as Job asks the Que- 
{tion? Yes; behold and wonder at the 
Condeſcenſions of our Lord. He hath 
found out a Way, how we may give to 
Him, whois Lord of the Univerſe. For 
He hath made the Poor of this World, 
his Proxies and Receivers. 'They have 
not, it muſt be own'd, any Demand 
upon the Rich by Law; but they have 
a Right ſuperior to all human Conſtitu- 
tions; for, they claim under God ; and 
He being the Univerſal Proprictor of all 
Things in Heaven and Earth, hath with 
this very Deſign, made the Difference, 
that the Abundance of the Rich might 
ſupply the Wants of the Poor. Thus is 
the very Beauty of Providence, that ſome 
Men ſtand in need of Relief, and that 
others are enabled to afford it; that fo 
each may exert the Vertues proper to 
the Station, wherein, by the Divine Ap- 
pointment, he is plac'd. 

As a poor Man wants the friendly Help 
of the Rich ; to the Wealthy want a poor 
Man to reccive their Bounty. And what 
is laid out on him that ſtruggles with Ne- 
ceſſity, is not ſpent, but put out to In- 
tereſt; and God, the Diſpoſer of all 

Things, 
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Things, being Security for the Re-im- 
burſement, the Payment is infallible. 
Yet the Experience of all Times hath 
ſhewn, how difficult 'tis, to have an Af- 
fluence of Riches, and be willing to part 
with them, even when they are call'd for by 
God Himſelf. But this immoderate Love 
of Money, ſpoils that generous Diſpoſi- 
tion Men were ſent into the World with. 
It ſhrinks up their Deſires into the nar- 
row Compaſs of their own private Con- 
cerns. Their Nature is ſo impoveriſh'd 
by their ill Management, that they re- 
fuſe to do one generous Act in favour of 
a diſtreſs'd Neighbour, tho' they cannot 
but be ſenſible, that no one Action is at- 
tended with ſuch pleating and advanta- 
geous Conſequences ! J/h1zgift, and other 
Benefactors fill'd with the fame heroick 
Spirit, had this Honour and Comfort. 
They knew they were not the proper 
Owners of what they poſſeſs'd; they re- 
member'd, that an Account was to be 
given, for every the leatt Mite they re- 
ceiv'd; that an Eſtate is a Talent, which 
requir'd Improvement : They knew, that 
being God's Stewards only, they are un- 
merciful and unjuſt, if they are of an un- 
benevolent Temper to their dittrets'd 
Fellow Creatures; for to them they are 
oblig'd by all the Ties of Nature, and 
by the Laws of God, to thew Mercy. 

C2 Some, 
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Some, proud of their Wealth, or high 
Station, look on the Poor and Lowly, 
as Creatures of another Species, as little 
creeping Things of the Earth, Worms and 
no Men. But how Unnatural is it, to 
think and act, as if the outſide Shew of a 
Man, was what diſtinguiſh'd the Spe- 
cies ? Tenderer were the Sentiments of 
our merciful Prelate, who in the midit 
of his honourable Preterments, and great 
Surcharge of Buſineſs, both Spiritual and 
Temporal, could not forget to perform 
ſo generous, ſo laudable an Action, as to 
afford Aid and Aſſiſtance, Kindneſs and 
Beneficence to the Infirm and Neceſſi- 


tous. Now, for a Prelate whoſe Thoughts 


were unavoidably engag'd in a thouſand 


Affalrs; for a Prelate whoſe Innocence 


was ſo pure and unblemith'd, as not to 
need abundance of Charity to cover his 
Sins; for ſuch a Prelate, in ſuch Cir- 
cumſtances, to empty himſelf, that he 
might fill the Hungry, and that, for 
ever, is an Inſtance of ſuch magnificent 
Bounty, as all Ages will have reaſon to 
applaud, and ſome, tis to be hop'd, will 
be found to imitate. Whyitgift knew 
that Charity did create a Likeneſs be- 
tween God and Man, and alſo that what 
he gave to the Poor, he ſhould always 
have; and he knew, that a Day wou'd 
quickly come, when the Contempt of 
Riches 


621 
Riches ſhall approve it ſelf the greateſt 
Treaſure ; when good Works ſhall plead 
better than the moſt accurate Eloquence, 
and Alms be the moſt prevailing Advo- 
cate: He knew how to make Friends 
of the Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs here, 
that he might be received into an eternal 
Habitation, when this World and all the 
ſinful Glories of it, ſhall paſs away. 


He knew how many excellent Things 


were ſpoken of this Divine Grace of 
Charity, Eccluſ. iii. 30. As Water quencheth 
flaming Fire, fo Alms make an Atonement 
for Sin. To this purpoſe Solomon, Prov. 
xvi. 6. declares, that by Mercy and Truth, 
Iniquity is oe ho He ſcarch'd the earlieſt 
Writers of the Church, and Paſſages to 
this Purpoſe were frequently found. 
Whitgift knew, that God had annex'd 
this great Promiſe to the Virtue of Cha- 
rity, i? ſhall cover a multitude of Sins. 
By all which, is not meant ( as ſome 
have vainly thought) that the Exerciſe 


of one Virtue, ſhall excuſe the os ny of 


| all the reſt; or that the Crimes of an ill- 
| ſpent Life, will be aton'd for by an Act 
of Charity at our Death. No: But it ſhall 
excuſe many ſmall Failings in our Duty : 
Sins of Infirmity and Surprize ; whoever 
is acted by the Divine Principle of fervent 
Charity, cannot commit any heinous Sin. 
And Acts of Mercy cover ſmall Neglects, 
C 3 not 
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not in themſelves, but only through the 
Merits of Chriſt's Blood, which alone 
can ſatisfy for all Sins. 

Man 1s never more divine and heavenly, 
the Image of the Godhead doth never ſhine 
forth in him withgreaterLuſtre,than when, 
out of his Bounty, do iſſue Streams for the 
Refreſhment of the Needy. For, as to do 
Good, where a Return can't poſſibly be 
made, 1s the Prerogative of God alone ; 
ſo to help thoſe who can't help us again, 
tho' God will for them, is that which 
has a Reſemblance to the Divine All- 
ſufficiency. The Bounty of God pro- 
pos'd by our Saviour to all Men, is ca- 
pable of being imitated by all: Yet 'tis 
the Advantage of the Rich alone, that 
they may make nearer Approaches to this 
Divine Pattern, than the reſt of their Fel- 
low Creatures. Moſt Mens Charity is 
confin'd to a few Particulars, and ſmall 
Bequeſts; but whole Societies may be 
relieved by the Wealthy; as is done in 
the moſt bountiful manner, with a glad 
and willing Mind, by our merciful Pre- 
late. But that the Force of his Bounty, 
and the Bleſſings conſequent upon it, 
may be more fully known, we are to 


conſider the Objects he wiſely choſe; |} 


ſuch, asthrough Age, Infirmity, or world- 
ly Loſſes, were reduc'd to Miſery and 
Want. Relief is always welcome to the 

Needy ; 
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Needy; but 'tis doubly fo, when Age 


(hall bow down their Heads, and their 
feeble Limbs cannot endure the Toil and 
Sweat of the Brow any longer. The 
ſight of humble mortified Chriſtians, de- 
ſtitute of common Neceſſaries, cannot 
but ſenſibly touch a compaſſionate Be- 
holder. Many of ſuch poor Creatures in 
Croydon, fainting under the Preſſure of 
Want, with pale Looks, a beſceching 
Voice, and Tears trickling down their 
aged Cheeks, met the tender-hearted J/þ7- 
gift ; O! how did their glad Eyes ſparkle 
with Joy at the fight of that illuſtrious 
Pattern of Compaſſion and Generofity |! 
Without Delay they addrets'd the good 
old Man after this Manner: 

O mild and gracious Primate, whoſe 
Hands are daily lifted up in Prayers, and 
are alſo the kind Diſpenſers of Alms ; look 
down with Pity on the affliftive Circum- 


ſtances of us, overlagen with Sorrow and 


deep Diſtreſs; Hungry and Thirſty, cur 
Souls fainting within us, and our Bodies 
hard at Death's Door. Miſerable Men that 
we are] What ſhall we do, whither ſhall 
we turn our ſelyes?* Shall we go home to 
our decay'd and falling Cottages? Alas! 
there we ſee nothing but Miſery ; our Chil- 
dren almoſt flarv'd, our unhappy Relations 
diſſolbd in Tears, and oppreſs'd with Sor- 
row. ' We come therefore, O charitable 

3 Prelate, 
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Prelate, to relate our Miſeries to your 
Grace | We come to implore that Aid, 
which great Multitudes, to their Comfort, 
have experienced from you. For we hear 
with Joy, from all Places honour'd with 
your Preſence, with what Delight you 
heal the broken in Heart, and bind up their 
Wounds, wiping away their Tears, making 
ail chearful and happy where you come. 
The Ecwels of your Lord and Maſter here- 
tofore, we have heard, yearn'd over the 
Multitudes who came from far. He would 


not ſend them away empty, but was pleaſed 


to feed them by a Miracle. Extend, O 
bountifu! Sir, the ſame Compaſſion towards 
us, your laiguiſhing Servants : otherwiſe 
extreme Want will quench our vital Heat, 
and deſtroy our Bodies. Without your Conſ0- 
lation, we are not able to ſubſiſt; you are 
our Hope and our Foy. Grant therefore, O 
excellent Prelate, that our Sighs may find 
an eaſy Acceſs into your compaſſionate Breaſt ; 
give us a bleſt and ſafe Retreat, that 
we may abandon all falſe Appearances of 
Happineſs here below, and find a ſweet Re- 


poſe in your Favour : So ſhall you ever live 


in our faithful Memories. We are ſadly 
ſenſible of our Unwerthineſs, and heartily 
bewail it. Defecis and Infirmities we are 
not exempted from; but what is wanting in 
ws, your Goodneſs ſhall ſupply. T. _ 15 

| Hen 
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then into your Favour and Protection: And 
we reſolve, as far as human Frailty can 
reſolve, that we will diligently comply with 
your Orders, and with great Care and 
Zeal, as you deſign we ſhould, improve in 
Virtue and Godlineſs of cha þ 
Forgive this 1000 e Our real 
Griefs and anguiſh of Soul, 184 us to 
lay before you, our unhappy State. O, that 
we had the Tongues of the Learned, that 
we had your own Tongue; then ſhould our 
Thanks and Praiſe be in ſome Meaſure, an- 
fieerable to your Goodneſs ! But we are poor, 
ignorant Petitioners ; and believe, that you 
put a greater Value on a fincere Heart, than 
a beautiful Addreſs. For, great the you 
are, yet, to our Comfort, you are alſo good ; 
and <will not therefore diſdain to caſt an Eye 
of Pity on the Miſerable, No Man is 
fecur'd from Affictions, and none ſhou'd 
be above hearing the Voice of it: We 
know that your Grace is not. A 
Flood of Cry ſtopt their farther Com- 
plaint. - - Where ſhall I find Words to 
deſcribe how the merciful Prelate's Bowels 
yearn'd over theſe trembling Supplicants. 
The having Objects themſelves, whom 
he ſtedfaſtly beheld, were eloquent enough 
to raiſe Compaſſion, it their Words had 
not been effectual. For as their Miſery 
moy'd him to a generous Mercy, ſo that 
I | Mercy 


_ -.. * 7 _ Wi 
- 


—— — — 


a GE "I". A „ ee ot — — — . — — hg + — P 


— 


— — — —j＋ñœäů¹ — ee ee EE Eee ns AE —— —_—_— 


626 
Mercy produc'd a ſpeedy Relief. He did 
not, like the relentleſs Levite, paſs by on 
the other Side: He did not think it enough 
to ſay, Be ye warmed, be ye cloathꝭ d, be ye 
fill'd and deliver'd from your Sufferings: 


But being touch'd with a compaſſionate 


Feeling of the hard Caſe of his Chriſtian 


Brethren, and who had ſomething inex- 
preſſibly graceful in his Words and Acti- 
ons, with a ſmiling, fatherly Look, ut- 
ter d theſe comfortable Words: Come 15 
me, ye that are oppreſs d under the Weight 
of Poverty: I am ready to extend the Re- 
lief you fo earneſtly implore : Your Prayer, 
and Tears have prevail'd with me to ſüc- 
cour and comfort you in your Sorrows. He 
reliev'd himſelf, when he reliev'd the Af. 
fictions of his Brethren. So every good 
Man, after a ſeaſonable Refreſhment of 
the Needy, finds an inexpreſſible Delight, 
an Eaſe of Mind, and a ſecret Joy ſpring- 
ing up in his Breaſt, The Bounty he 
ſheds abroad, and parts with to his poor 


Brother, recoils back upon himſelf; and 


he has more Comfort within, than he 
ſends out. As ſoon as a Subſiſtence for 
the Poor was reſolv'd on, his anxious Care 
was over: His ſerene and brightned Looks 
diſcover'd his inward Satisfaction; for 
good Works always give the Mind the 
moſt delightful, moſt improving Enter- 

tainment : 


„ 
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tainment: He congrarulated his and their 
Happineſs. My Goods, ſaid the pious 
Prelate, are now beyond the Reach of Dan- 
ger. My Treaſure is lodg'd ſafe, conſecra- 
ted to God, and put into his Hands. He 
remembred that he was, if I may ſo ſpeak, 
Lord Almoner of Heaven; and as ſuch, 
was oblig'd by his Office to diſtribute to 
the Neceſſitous; to reſcue the Miſerable 
from Want, enabling them to triumph 
over Misfortunes. 

He could ſay with Cz/ar, that no Mu- 
ſick was ſo charming in his Ears, as the 
Supplications of thoſe in Want; and 
with a greater than Cz/ar, that tho' his 
Goods were nothing unto God, yet his De- 
light was upon the Saints; and to do good 
unto thoſe little ones in the Name of Diſci- 
ples, whilſt they are on the Earth, No 
way of employing our Abundance is fo 
pleaſing and honourable ; which, while 
we keep in our own Poſſeſſions, are cal- 
led by the ordinary Names of Houſes, 
Lands, or Money; but when laid out for 
the Good of the Helpleſs and Indigent, 
they are dignified with new auguſt Titles, 
and are ſtil'd Magnificence, Alms, and 
Treaſure in Heaven. 

There is ſomething in diffuſive good 
Works, that is truly Majeſtick and Di- 
vine; ſomething that fills the Beholders 


with 
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with Admiration ; ſomething that will 
make them lov'd, while they live; and 
which, through Chriſt, will entitle them 
to immortal Glory, when they die. 

The Manner of Whitgift's giving was 
another Addition to the Gift. He did 
not keep the Poor at a diſtance, and in 
Suſpence, nor feed his Curioſity by many 
frivolous Queſtions. Some diſperſe their 
Favours with ſo unhandſome a Grace, 
that they ſeem to inſult over a miſerable 
Indigent, by reproaching his Poverty, 
Others regard not ſo much the Necefli- 
ties of the Perſon they oblige, as the A- 
bility he 1s in of making gainful Returns, 
They do not place their Favours with a 
true Spirit of Generofity; but in a craf- 
ty manner, aim at the greateſt Gain to 
themſelves. So ſelfiſh a Principle cannot 
lodge in the ſame Breaſt with true Chari- 
ty, the Queen of Virtues; it being one of 
the diſtinguiſhing Marks of that Grace, 
that ſhe ſeeketh not her own. To ſuch ſor- 
did, mean and mercenary Benefactors, 
and to thoſe who beſtow out of Vanit 
and Oſtentation, 'tis ſaid, they have their 
Reward. For Sinners lend to Sinners, ho- 
ping to receive as much again. He that 
gives with the Hope of receiving, is not 
practiſing a Virtue, but driving a Trade; 


and ſuch a Trade, as is ſordid and baſe. 


What- 
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Whatever Notion of Wealth Men may 
delude themſelves with, they have mean 
and vulgar Souls, who allow fading 
Riches to have the higheſt Place in their 
Aﬀe&ions and Eſteem. How can any 
call themſelves Chriſtians, z. e. Men who 
have ſolemnly renounc'd the World; who 
profeſs to believe, and to ſeek Happineſs 
in a future State; yet, contrary to their 
Profeſſion, ſuffer worldly Affections en- 
tirely to. have the Aſcendant over them ? 
Whitgift, unallied to ſuch Worldlings, 
no ſooner heard the Poor's Petition, bur, 
like a ready Patron, met it half way; 
and perform'd it with ſuch an obligin 

Chearfulneſs, as ſhew'd the Pleaſure he 
took in comforting his Fellow-Creatures. 
This ſpeedy Compliance was a great En- 
hancement of the Gift. As Diſpatch is 
commendable in all Caſes; it is in none 
more ſo, than in giving. The Kindneſs 
you do is doubly welcome, when what 
is ſeaſonable and neceſſary comes of its 
own accord; that which is gotten by too 
much Intreaty and long Attendance, 1s 
dearly bought. Our Benefactor built and 
endow'd an Hoſpital without Delay *. A 


* On the Fore-Gate are the Arms of Canterbury. 
Over the Arms are theſe Words in great Letters, 
Sanctæ T rinitati Sacr, Alſo this Sentence, Qui dat 
Pauperi, non indigebit, Prov, ii. 8, 15. 


Provi- 
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Proviſion this, which is no tranſient Act 
of Bounty, no preſent Relief only, but 
a laſting Support. If a Cup of cold 
Water, as we are told, is Charity; then 
to open a Fountain chat ſhall ever flow, 
What muſt that be? 

But as our merciful Prelate had the 
nobleſt Impreſſions of Charity upon his 
Soul; ſo he wiſely choſe Perſons the moſt 
proper and deſerving of his Favour. Hu- 
man Compaſſions may perſuade ſome to 
ſcatter their Bounty among the _— 
ly Indigent with a careleſs Hand; 
Prudence will direct our Choice, as it aid 
his, to ſuch as are fallen from a proſpe- 
rous State; worn out by Labour or Sick- 
neſs, or oppreſs d by a numerous Family. 
If Sced is ſown in good Ground, it 
brings home a plentiful Harveſt; bur if 
careleſly flung in the common Road, it 
may be ſnatch'd up by Birds of Prey. 
We therefore have in Admiration the 
wiſe Goodneſs of this eminent Metropo- 
litan, who rightly plac'd his Favours on 
the Weak and Decay'd, in what we 
juſtly call, 4 Temple of Charity. Our 
Saviour's diſtinguiſhing Precept, the 
ſpecial Mark and Badge of our Diſciple- 
ſhip. This Munificence, ſuitable to the 
Greatneſs of his Mind, is a more lovely 
Sight than the gayeſt Equipage, or moſt 

coſtly 
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| coſtly Furniture. Tis not only orna- 
mental to the Town, but ſuch a laſting 
Monument of the great Piety and Boun- 
ty, and publick Spirit of our Prelate, as 
will remain in Memory, while there are 
Poor to be cloath'd and fed. Say, all ye 
that paſs by , Do ye not ſpeak of him with 
more Reſpect and Honour for this Boun- 
ty, than if he had fed a Multitude of 
idle Mouths, as many great Men do, on- 
ly for Shew and Pomp, and to be talk d 
of in the World? 

But here 'tis requiſite to remove a Pre- 
judice which ſtands in the way ; and 'ris 
this: Let the Builder of an Houſe for 
the Poor be as prudent as the wiſeſt of 
Men can be, yet, in all probability, his 
Alms will be defeated by the Negligence, 
or Fraud of Executors ; by the Suppreſ- 
non of a Will, or the Subornation of 
perjur d Witneſſes. The Anſwer i is, Mutt 
we be diſcouraged trom doing good, be- 

cauſe there is a bare Poſſibility of its be- 
ing attended with 1} Succeſs? Our Part 
is to do our beſt; to imitate the Father of 
the Fatherleſs, by a tender and paternal 
Care of the Diftreſs'd; and then, wich- 
out farther Anxiety, all muſt be left ro 
Providence. We give, no! as unto Men, 
but as unto God; for his Sake, and in O- 
bedience to his Commands. This Omni- 

{cient 
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ſcient and all-wiſe Being, who foreſees 
that Men will not uſe his Bleſſings to the 
good Purpoſes for which they were in- 
tended, yet beſtows Favours on them 
every Day. 

To prevent Abuſes and Miſapplication 


as much as may be, tis adviſable that 


Benefactors ſhould not leave by Will, but 
ſettle their Foundation in their Lifetime. 
Thus Whitgift did; for which he gave 
this Reaſon, ſays Mr. Stow, who heard 
it from his own Mouth; that he would not 
be to his Executors the Cauſe of their Dam- 
nation. Truſtees generally take an Oath 
to diſcharge their Office faithfully. Now 
an Oath is the moſt ſacred Tie among 
Men; and if due Regard is not had to 
this, what other Method can be devis'd 
to keep Mankind in Order? All Juſtice 
turns upon this; all Treaties are ſealed by 
this; all the Injuſtice that is done among 
Men, is the fad Conſequence of Perjury. 
He therefore that ſwears falſly, is guilty of 
one of the moſt crying of all Sins. He 
provokes God in the higheſt Degree, who 
has declar'd, Mal. iii. 5. that he will be a 


ſwift Witneſs againſt falſe Swearers. And 


tho' Vengeance is not executed againſt 
them ſpeedily; yet that the World may 
not go on in Contempt of this 'Threat, 
he does, on ſome ſignal Occaſions, ſct 

tuch 


( 33 ) 


ſuch a Mark on thoſe who cheat the Poor, 
that they who make a due Obſervation, 
are ſorc'd ro own, that verily there is a 
God that judgeth in the Harth, Pſal. lviii. 
11. Their Eſtates do unaccountably 
melt away, their Perſons are feiz'd with 
ſome ſevere Sickneſs; and the Entail of 
the Curſe often deſcends to the unhappy 
Children, who inherit the Miſery of their 
faithleſs Parents. 


Therefore, Woe be to thoſe Sinners of 


the firit Rate, who abuſe a Truſt of the 
Dead repos'd in them. For, as all faith- 
ful Guardians have the Prayers, the E- 
ſteem and Love of all good Men, and 
thoſe eſpecially ro whom the Inſtance of 
their Goodneſs extends; ſo the Oppreſlors 
of them have their Crics, Which will 
reach the Ears of the Lord of Sabbaoth, 
For they rob God, when Orphans and 
deſolate Widows are defrauded of their 

Right. 
What gives the World a more ſenſible 
Satisfaction, than to ſec the Guardians of 
a publick Charity act according to the 
Intention of the Donor, making CXact 
Diſtributions, and well diſc harging that 
Stewardſhip with which God hath en- 
truſted them? But how very offenſive, 
how very ſhocking is it, when they who 
are to act faichfully, hall forfeit all their 
D Honour 


| 
| 
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Honour by a ſhameful and ſcandalous 
Miſmanagement? Wiſe are Benefactors, 
who beſtow their Charities when they 
themſelves can ſce their Laws perform d; 
and not leave it in the Power of other 
Men to fruſtrate their good Intention. 

But we are encounter'd with a ſecond 
Objection. A comfortable Subſiſtence 
for Lite is afforded in an Hoſpital. How 
many are encourag'd by this Proviſion to 
be idle and lazy; and Poverty coming on 
them, Intereſt is made to get into the So- 
ciety? Tis too plain to be denied, that 
chis is to proſtitute Alms to the worſt and 
baſeſt Sort of People. The Anſwer is, 
that there is a great deal of Truth in What 
is objected ; tat ſuch a Charity has made 
needy People, as well as reliev'd them; 
and as it has otten happen'd, it proves a 
Nliſchief to the Commonwealth, inſtead 
of an Advantage; they are encourag'd to 
depend upon the Mlerciful for their Sup- 
port, who might otherwiſe ſeek it from 
their own Induitry and Labour. 

But here tis ro be obſerv'd, that none 
but the vicioully inclin'd will make this 
bad Ute of the Hopes of being reliev'd 
by a good Man's Charity; and ſuch wick- 
ed People, if known, are excepted by 
Ihitgift's Statutes. Let thus much be 
granted; and then, was it not true Chari- 


ty 


1 


ty in the Donor, whoſe Deſign was to 
buoy up the ſinking Spirits of the ani 
Aged, Feeble and Infirm? His Hope \ 

that the Guardians of his Bounty w outs 
not be ſway'd by Bribes, or Flattery, to 
be partial; but that fuch only, as had 
the Qualifications requir'd by his Ordi- 
nances, ſhou'd be made choice of : And 
the Prudence, Care, and godly Zeal of 
the preſent Worthy * V iſitor, is as conſpi- 
cuous, as the Ulctulneſs of the Founder's 
Charities itſclt, 

To this wiſe Management it 1s owing, 
that the Membess now keep themſelves 
from tranſgreſſing the Statutes; and chear- 
fully ſubmit to the kind and wholiome 
Rules, which his Grace hath impos'd on 
them. If ſome few are unruly, yet by 
far the greater Part of thoſe who retreat 
hither are modeſt and mortified; and think 
their being admitted to ſhare in this Boun- 
ty, to be the greateſt Happineſs that cou'd 
befal them: they therefore ice and ſiug 


Ver the Goodneſs of the Lord; and employ 


the Remainder of their Time, as Piety 
and religious Purpoſes thall direct; having 
no other Aim, but the Glory of God, 
and the Salvation of their Souls. / t- 
it ſaw, that even good Mens Lives were 


ſubject to ſurprizing Hazards, embitter d 


* Archbiſhop Taf. | 
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with many Vexations, and expos'd to a 
great Variety of Loſſes, No Man, not 
even the moſt Noble, and Great, and 
Powertul among the Sons of Men, is 
exempt from the Chances of human Life, 
and the Viciſſitudes of Fortune. They 
that one Year flouriſh, like 7e, may the 
next fall into Poverty, and want his Pa- 
tience. A Shipwreck by Sea, or a Fire 
from Heaven, may conſume their whole 
Subſtance. Shall not theſe Afflictions 
lead thee to commiſerate them? Wilt 
thou not take Pity on them, who can't 
take Pity on themſelves? How hard is it 
for them, who have enjoy'd an Affluence 
of carthly Bleflings, to bear extreme 
Want? How hard is it, that the Aged 
and Infirm ſhou'd be deſticute of Meat 
and Drink, Lodging and Apparel, which 
unhappy Circumſtances render Life un- 
comfortable? How ſweet is it then, to 
be the Comforter of ſuch afflicted Chri- 
ſtlans? If a few Hoſpitallers, as hinted 
before, are unworthy of the Favour 


reach'd ont to them; yet the far greater 


Number of the Sober, Thankful, and 
Devout, anſwer what is objected; and 
ought to encourage theRichand Wealthy, 
to rival our Archbiſhop's compaſſionate 
Soul. But ſince it cannot be expected. 


that a Society made up of mean and un- 
bred 


% 
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| bred People ſhou'd all anſwer the Foun- 


der's pious Intention; and fince many 
Complaints againſt thoſe who ſhare in 
Bounties of this kind, are heard in all 
Places; 1t cannot be thought an uſcleſs 
Digreſſion, if I give Advice to thoſe 
who are Partakers of this, or any Bene- 
faction like it. 


You Poor, for the Subſiſtance you quietly 
enjoy, offer your Praiſe and thankful Ac- 


e ee to the ſowereigu Dijpojer of 


all Things, for putting it into the Heart 
of generous Men to ſupport you under the 
Infirmities of old Age. Be thankful to 
God and Man. Gratitude is, only to fol- 
ln the Dictates of Nature, and cannot 
therefore but be an eaſy, fleaſant Duty, 
always in your Power % perform. On 
the contrary, think how much of Baſen:/; 
and Meanneſs of Spirit do the Vices of Ju- 
gratitude, aud Neglect, carry with then. 
To call a Perſen iugrateful, is the black- 


eſt Accuſation you can lay to his Charge. 


Remember then your Founder's Geedne fa, 
and deeply imprint it in the very Centre 
of your Hearts. Some Members of Whit- 
eift's Hoſpital, even in his Lifetime, bc- 
gan to be clamorous, turbulent and uneaſy *. 
The Recompence which be and ether Bene- 


* Ihitgi/t's Statutes, Chap, 21. | 
93 factors 
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jaclors have ſometimes met with, are only tic 
| Calumny and open Accuſations. Hiſtories, T 
| Lcth facred and profane, are full of nothing fe 


more than Examples of this baſe mers ote- all 
| ful Diſpoſition. But do you humbly ficbmit jo 
| to kind Providence ; and remember, that H 
| God's Fudgment 1s moſt certain, and Lu- Za 
| erring, both in making his Creatures, and a 
| allotting them their proper Stations. And as 
tho" you may feem wile in the Eye of the ip © 
| | Werld ; unworth y to be look'd on by the i l. 
Lefty and Proud; yet if it be not your un co. 

Fault, you ſhall, in a little time, be hap- th 


| pier far, than the greateſt of the Sons of ob 

Men. For your Rags of Poverty ſhall jaw fe 

ve chang'd for Robes of Glory. Your four at 
| State is no Hindrance to your growing n 
| Grace, but rather a Help. Thrice happy * 
b vou (rf you knew your wen Good) for nw 
| vort are not entangled with the perplexed  * 
| Cares of Life. Retirement here afjerds 
' Lise for conver fing with your own und; 
aud box well may this be Spent in frequent 8 
ix ectiens ON 75 e Mercies of God voucl 71 4 lo 
vo, through toe whole Courſe of your Lives? 
Yeu have net been [trons enough to be fer- 
teetly innecent ; learn here 10 be humble e- 
1:0 Th to be truly pemtent. Tis to be 2 
fear ed, you have miſpent your youth Ju 
Days allow 4 to Work out 22 Salva | 
| Lieu, Now theref e, daily fit as impar- Jo 
| tia! 
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tial Fudges, and ſeverely examine every 
Thought, and Word and Deed ; imploring 
fer what is paſt, the Mercy of Heaven; 
and making firm Reſoives of Amendment, 
for the ſmall Remainder of your Days. 
Here you are, as it were, cut off fi from the 
mere Impertinences of Life; from unneceſ- 
ſary Converſation ; from running up and 
don, to ſpread jaije Reports. "Tlie moſt 
eminent Saints of old, did thus retire, and 
leb d to converſe with Ged in ſolitary Pla- 
ces, as often as frfſibly they could. For 
then an Intercour ſe with God, is to be 
obtainid, and the Buſineſs of Salvation pro- 
ſecuted without Interruption. Eternal Jays 
above were their Hope, their Delight, the 
only Longing of their Souls. Happy are 
you, I, you gain the ſame Temper With 
them. Tho you are advanc'd in Years, 
this Conſideration need not drive you to 
deſpair of a heavenly Diſpejition. The 
Undertaking, it muſt be own'd, is difficult, 
great and noble; and tho the Time al- 
low'd for it, is but ſhort ; yet tis no hope- 
leſs Attempt : For conſider, that while you 
are endeavouring to root out your Vices, the 
boly Angels rejoyce over you ; your Almighty 
Creator looks on to excite You 3 the bleſſed 
Spirit is within you, to confirm your Hearts, 
and the whole Trinity at hand to cron 
your Vifaries. Men cloath'd in Fleſh and 
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Blood, as we are, and weakned with the ſame 
zmperfeet Nature, bave ſucceeded ; and why 
may not you ? We are ſure, the May to Hea- 
den is now made ſinooth; the Promiſes of God 
true, confirm'd by as many Witneſſes, as 
there are Saints in Paradiſe. The ſubtle 
and malicious Enemy of Souls will throw 
Diſficullies in the May: He attacks the 
profrigate and profane; the old and the 
hardned; and diſcourages infinite Soul; 
from a vigorous Purſuit of Holineſs. But 
conſider, that was the Practice of Virtue 
encumber'd with all the Difficulties that 
can be timagin'd ; yet the Rewards it pro- 
poſes are incomprebenſibly glorious ; that 1 
Pains can feem grievous for the Attain- 
ment of them, and for avoiding the Pu- 
niſhment reſerv'd for the Diſebedient. If 
you, O weak and fearful Chriſtians, trem- 
ble at the Senſe of your not being able to 
reſiſt Temptations, bear up ; if the Con- 
queſt feems 1mpeſjible, tis only becauſe your 
Sloth Linders you from taſting theſe heaven- 
I; Refreſhments with which the Almighty 
fuſtains thoſe, who manfully fight under his 
Benner. All Excuſes therefore for nit 
changing your Nature, how gravely ſo- 
ever urg d, are trifling, falſe and wicked. 
For here in this Retirement, you are fer- 
mitted to entertain ſerious Thoughts ; and 
to be prepar'd to hear your Lord invite 

you 
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ou thus, Come to me all that labour and are 
heavy laden, andI will give you Reſt. What 
can be offer'd ſo powerfully attractive, as 
to propoſe a Work, fweet, delightful in 
it ſelf, and gainful to the Performers? 
Let this then be your ar Morning 


Thought, that as the Soul is more excel- 
lent than the Body, fo is the Care of that 
immortal Part of far greater Importance 
than the outſide Frame. Whitgift there- 


| fore, and other Founders of Hoſpitals, 


that their Benefactions might extend to 
the Soul, as well as to the Body, have 
generally built CHAPELS“ to which 
the Members, unleſs hindred by Sickneſs 
or Lameneſs, are oblig'd by Statute to 
reſort ; that by the holy Offices of Prayer 
and ſweet Devotion, they may obtain all 
the Bleſſings of Heaven. For, Prayers 
rightly qualified, will procure them Hap- 


* Strype, p. 531. * The moſt Reverend Father, 
„ the Founder, at his Palace in Croydon, commit- 
« ted his Place to the Reverend Father, Richard 
« Biſhop of London, and Anthiny Biſhop of Chiche- 
„ger, to dedicate and aſſign it to Divine Worſhip, 
and to the Celebration of Divine Things, and to 
ce the Preaching of the Word.” It was nam'd, the 
Chapel or Oratory of the Floſpital of the Holy Trinity in 
Croydon, of the Foundation of 7A hiigiſt, Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury, A holy Sermon was publickly 
preach'd by T hemas Monford,S. L. P. on the 10th Day 
of July 1599; preſent William Barlow, S. T. P. 
and John Parker, Eſq; George Mhitgiſt, and others. 
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pineſs, when all other Delights ſhall bid 
them Adieu. And ſince no Member can 
be admitted into Mhitgift's Society, till 
after Sixty Years of Age, it cannot be 
expected, but that in fome ſhort Time 
there will be a Separation of thoſe dear 
Companions, the Soul and Body ; and the 
End of Lite here, is the Beginning of 
Eternity; for the dying Perſon mult im- 
mediately enter upon a State of eternal 
Bliſs, or Wo. And fince none but the 
ure in Heart ſhall be admitted into the 


Holy of Holics; and fince by Prayer a- 


5550 Holineſs is to be obtain'd ; lay, 


whether they, who mult give an Ac- 
count of their whole Time, have not 
reaſon to bleſs God, for this part of the 
pious Benefaction; for, the Soul can no 
more be kept alive, without Devotion, 
than the Body without Food. Devo- 
tion conitantly attended to, with all the 
requifite Qualifhcations, will ſtrengthen 
and increaſe the firſt good Diſpoſition, 
till the Votaries ſhall pull down Sin from 
its high Places, and obtain a glorious 
Victory. While this Exerciſe ; is purſu'd, 
the Defilements of the Fleſh will be 
ſcour'd off, and a thorough Change made 
in the Inclinations. O how wiſe, how 
happy is that Perton who neglects not to 
afe the Opportunity, while he lives, of 
being, 
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being, as he deſires to be found when he 
comes to die! Then may he have great 
Aſſurance of leaving the World with 
Comfort. His Griet and Mourning for 
his Sins, will deliver him from Deſpair ; 
the Horror of which, no Thought of 
Man can conceive ; or 'Tongue or Pen 
expreſs: Sin is the moſt afflicting Load, 
that a poor Soul can groan under, Da- 
vid, when tormented with the Remem- 
brance of his Guilt, cry'd out, My Ini-— 
quittes are like a ſore Burden, toc heavy for 
me to bear. There is not in the World, 
ſo great an Object of Compaſſion, as an 
obdurate Sinner; therefore to reſcue any 
one from a Load of Iniquity, is the kind- 
eſt, the nobleſt and the moſt beneficial In- 
ſtance of Chriſtian Charity. And tho' 
few old Sinners are reclaim'd, yet ſome 
are ; and how do you know but you alſo 


may be one of that happy Number? For 


great and mighty is the Power of Prayer 
and Thankſgiving. Prayer has a ſort of 
Omnipotence communicated to it. Theſe 
Opportunities of going daily to the Houſe 
of God, make the State of the Poor far 
more happy, than that of many rich and 
wealthy Perſons, who cannot have theſe 
great Advantages. And that no one ſhou'd 
think it an irkſome and uneaſy Task; I 
add, that the Pleaſure ariſing from the 

2 | Per- 


| 
| 
| 
| 


( 44 ) 


Performance of this Duty, is more deli- 
cious, more exalted, than will be found 
in any bodily Enjoyment ; the Difficul- 
ties which are dreaded, will not appear 
ſo great as is imagin'd. If the untam'd 
nature of old Sinners at firſt, gives them 
Trouble and Inquietude in theſe ſpiri- 
tual Exerciſes ; yet the Mind, after it has 
ſome time been us'd to them, will feel 
the bleſſed Effects of its ſweet Graces : 


Good and pious Qualities will be in- 


troduced, which will make the Ways of 


Religion, Ways of Pleaſantneſs. When 
the aged People are, as they ought to be, 
dead to the World; diſintangled from 
thoſe Chains, which keep the Soul down to 
Matter and Senſe; then will they reliſh 
Acts of Devotion, and be raviſh'd with a 
marvelous Joy; they'll find that their 
Natures are chang'd, as well as the Place 
of rheir Refidence. They may almoſt 
rejoyce at their Poverty, ſince this gave 
them a claim to theſe Divine Pleaſures, 
which have ſomething in them, of what 
the bleſt above enjoy. We eſteem it (as 
it really is) a mighty Privilege to be al- 
low'd at all Times, to come into the Pre- 
ſence of a great King; to unboſom all our 
Griefs; to converſe with him as with a 
Friend; to obtain Favours from him, 
for our ſelves, and our Childrens Chit- 

dren. 
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dren, What Honour is it then to con- 
verſe with the King of Kings, and Lord of 
Lords, to open all our Wants before him, 
and to be certain of having our Petitions 
anſwer'd ; or, ſomething granted, more 
commenſurate to his Goodneſs, and our 
Wants! Beſides, to fix our Thoughts on 
ſo glorious an Object, doth incompara- 
bly enoble the Soul. And if the Powers 
receive a difterent Degree of Excellency, 
according to the Object they are employ'd 
about ; then Prayer, which lifts up the 
Soul to God, advances it to ſo high a 
Pitch of Dignity ; that not all the Poten- 
tates upon Earth, nor the Learning of 
the Wiſe, nor the Wealth of both the 
Indies put together, can raiſe the Soul to 
that height of Honour, as Devotion right- 
ly qualified, can do. This is the utmoſt 
Stretch of Glory, that Rational Creatures 
can aſpire to. If the Poor have learnt 
Wiſdom from their paſt Miſcarriages ; 
and by the holy Offices of Prayer and De- 
votion, prepare themſelves for a happy 
Change ; they will ſurely go to the 
Boſom of Abraham, the bliſsful Man- 
ſions, where the Faithful reſt from their 


Labours. Thither they ſhall mount 


on the Wings of Angels to the general 
Aſſembly of the Saints, and to the Spirits 
of juſt Men made perfect. Yes, poor as 
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they have been here, the holy Angels 


ſhall receive them with Joy, and wel- 
come their Arrival thither. J}/h:tgift, we 


| ſee, has been obliging to many in the 


higheſt Degree; who provided, that the 
pooreſt Creatures might enjoy theſe Bleſ- 
{ſings manifold. | 

But that our bountiful Prelate might 
leave no Good unattempted, as he has 
been extremely careful of the Body and 
Soul of che Aged; ſo has he, and all who 
bear a Reſemblance to him, taken care of 
Youth, by building for them a Houſe of 


LITERATURE. 


There is nothing in Nature ſo dear to 
faithful Parents, as their Children, whom 
they tenderly love as they do their own 
Souls *, What Watchings, what con- 
ſtant Care and Labour, do they all their 
Lives chearfully undergo to provide for 
their Families, and place them well a- 
broad ? God has planted ſuch a warm 
Affection in them toward their Offspring, 


that, generally ſpeaking, they can't for- 


bear wiſhing their Welfare; and a right 
Inſtruction will incline them to do good, 
and be a Recommendation of them to all 
the World. A learned Education, and 
reading with judgment, give a true 
Knowledge of what has happened in the 

* 1 Sam. xviii. 17. IE 
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i with, nine Parts of ten are what they 
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World before us; and that ſhou'd give 
even to young Men a ſort of Experience; 
and Experience breeds Caution. Now 
he is the cautious Man, and keeps him- 
ſelf ſafe, who keeps himſelf innocent; 
and who by preſerving his Integrity, pre- 
ſerves his Eſtate, his Reputation, his 
Body, his Soul, and all that is or can be 
dear to him. 

A Father, by making: his Child good, 
makes him God's Child, as well as his 
own ; and how can he be otherwiſe than 
happy and ſafe, who has the Love and 
Power of an Almighty Father for his 
Protection ? Let the Foundation therefore 
of breeding up Children be laid in Good- 
neſs and Virtue. This is commanded by 
God himſelf, who, Gen. xviii. 19. ſpeak- 
ing of Abraham, ſays, I know him, that 
he will command his Children and his 
Houfhoid after him; and they ſhall keep the 
way of the Lord, to do Juſtice and Judg— 
_ God has engraven this Law in their 

ery Nature; it is frequently promulg'd 
in the Bible, that Parents might be well 
convinc'd of this grand Duty; and yet, 
how often is it forgot or neglected? The 
Words of that great Maſter of Reaſon- 
ing, Mr. Locke, may not improperly here 
find a place. Of all the Men we meet 
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* are, good or evil, uſeful or not, by 
« their Education. Tis that which, 
makes the Difference in Mankind. The 
&« little and almoſt inſenſible Impreſſions 
on our tender Fancies, have very im- 
portant and laſting Conſequences; and 
<« there 'tis, as in the Fountains of ſome 
Rivers, where a gentle Application of 
e the Hand turns the flexible Waters in- 
« to Channels, that make them take 
* quite contrary Courſes; and by this 
little Direction given them at firſt in 
5 ho Source, they receive different Ten- 
4 dencies”. Tis for want of Care, that 
ſo great a Part of our Youth, do at this 
time miſcarry in the World. And there- 
fore Whitgift, who always ſtudied to do 
Service to the Church and Nation, tu- 
tor'd ſome young Noblemen himſelf, and 
maintain'd others, of a ſcanty Fortune, 
in the Univerſity of Cambridge. He alſo 
erected a School in the Cathedral Church 
of Hereford, ( there being none in the 
whole City) as knowing what great In- 
fluence good Impreſſions wou'd have up- 
on young Minds. Wiſdom, whoſe Va- 
lue is eſtimated. by him who beſt under- 
ſtood it, ſays, tis above Gold and Rubies. 
"Tis of great Uſe in our temporal Con- 
cerns, directing us in our Affairs with 
Diſcretion, and teaching us to be 2 

able 
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ble in our Generations. It cannot with- 
out Grief be obſerv'1, that many Parents 
have bred up their Children to no kind 
of Buſineſs; not conſidering, that an 
habitual Idleneſs contracted in their 
tender Years, will grow up and ſtick faſt 
by them; and when they arrive at Man- 
hood, they wax proud, ſcorning to be 
inſtructed. For they have contracted an 


habitual Averſion to Study or Labour of 


any Sort; and ſo become uſeleſs Burdens 
to their Neighbours, and the Nation, all 
their Lives. He therefore that endeavours 
to mend the Manners of the Age by train- 
ing up Children well, whatever is thought 
or faid to the contrar y, 1s a good Patrior, 

and a true Lover of his Country. For 
he breeds up a Poſterity, not to conſume 
only, but to increaſe the Fruits of the 
Land; not to laviſh them away by Intem- 
perance and Luxury, but to enrich them 
by honeſt Induſtry ; and by their good 
Examples, invite others to do the fame. 

On the contrary, he that neglects the In- 
ſtruction of his Iflue, ſtocks the Nation 
with Fools and Knaves; who arc a For— 
ment to themſc!ves, and a Diſturbance to 


all that live round about thetn. The 


Cocker'd and Fondled in his pecviſſi Hu- 
mours, when a Child, grows trrouble- 
ſome * uncaſy to himfelf, and all o- 
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thers, when he comes to be a Man; and 
what was once Sport to his Nurſe and 
Mother only, now becomes a Plague tg 
all his Friends and Neighbours. Caf! 
your Eyes abroad, and Examples . this 
kind may too frequently be ſcen. So that 
we have Reaſon enough to complain and 
bewail, that the nobleſt Part of Man, 
which deſerves the utmoſt Diligence, is 
to the Shame of ſome Parents, and the 
Diſgrace of the Age, ſadly neglected. 
But, as wiſe Men are not without a duc 
Care of leaving to their Progeny an E- 
ſtate ; ſo is their Concern greater, to fur- 
niſh them with good Senſe. For, wha: 
is ſo glorious in the Eyes of Mankind, 
what ſo ornamental to human Nature, 2 
a learned Education? Tis no wonder, 
chat ſo excellent, ſo extenſive a Bleiling 
cannot be procur'd without Induſtry. To 
raile a magnificent Houſe, and adorn it 
with rich Furniture, requires Pains and 
Skill; bur to rear and build up a Man, to 
form and faſhion him to worthy Deeds, 
is the greateſt Work in the World. Ma- 
ny Diſorders are ſeen upon the Earth, 
whereof no ſmall Part proceeds from 
want of Inſtruction; or, what is as bad, 
irom a loole and careleſs one. Mien are 
naturally of the fame Clay; Education 
is the Potter's Hand and Wheel that 
forms 
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forms them into Veſſels of Honour or 
Diſhonour. No human I\icans can be 
more effectual to ſharpen al. ad's Intellects, 
or give them an Edge and Quickneſs, fit- 
ting him for great Undertakings, than 
wholſome Precepts. Since then the Mit- 
chiets we behold, have been prevented by 
ſirict Diſcipline; who does not fee, that 
Whitgift, and other generous Spirits, who 
built Places for ſound Literature, aim'd 
at reſcuing this Nation from Blindneſs 
and Error? What cou'd our beſt Friends 
have done more for us, than theſe good 
Men have done? For Children left to 
themſelves are expos'd naked and defence- 
leſs to a thouſand Temptations and vici- 


ous Practices. They muſt fight with 


thoſe Adverſaries, with whom their 
Hearts are too apt to join and engage, with 


ſo many ſore Trials and ſharp Encounters, 


as are a Match for the greateſt Caution 
and Prudence. And if to give them 
no Preſervative againſt the Allurements 
they will certainly meet with, be nor 
Marks of Carcleſsneſs; if theſe are not 
Signs of the molt ſtupid, fleepy Temper, 
nothing can be ſo. Many weak, unhap- 
py Mothers with rather to fee their Chil- 
dren modiſh, than wiſe; to pleate rather 
the Vain and Ignorant, than to follow the 
Examples of worthy Men, both of the 
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paſt and preſent Age. But alas! what 
does it ſignity, that the Child is the Dar— 
ling of his Mother's Eyes, the Idol of 
her Heart, and the Subject of her Dit 
courſe in all Places? That ſhe finds out 
new Beauties in him every Hour ; Wit in 
his I-xpreflions, and a Grace in his cvery 
Action? I ſay, what ſignifies all this, it 
the Fondling does not appear ſo in the 
Eyes of the Judicious? She wou'd have 
the Child be a Scholar, and at the ſamc 
time enjoy the vain Pleaſures of a de- 
bauch'd and finful Age. But I aſſure her, 
and all ſuch as ſhe is, that when theſe 
two things ſtand in Competition, a plea- 
ſureble, frothy Lightneſs will carry the 
Cauſe. Many others think (or at leaſt 
ſeem, by their Negligence of training up 
their Children, to be of Opinion) that 
Learning and g00d Senſe are not of great 
Impor ee. Bur to the Shame ot us 
Chriſtians be ſpoken, the Writings of 
the Heathen thew, that the Cuſtom of 
inſtrucng their Youth with the greateſt 
Carc, was even among them utual, and 
in very great Eſteem. 

Still admirable wou'd be the Service 
done to the World, if that Vivacity of 
Genius, which is often diſcover'd in un- 
cultivated Men, had been drawn out to 
View by a wife Management. For the 

3 richeſt 
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richeſt Capacity, if not ſet right, will 
waſte itſelf in low, abject, not to ſay, vi- 
cious Exerciſes; as the fatteſt Earth will 
produce only rank and naſty Weeds. 

A Man of Learning has the Advantage 
of an illiterate Man, tho' fuperior to him 
in natural Abilities. Sce the vaſt Diffe- 
rence between a barbarous and civiliz'd 
Nation? How much does the latter out- 
do the former, in all Accommodations of 
Life? A Traveller in the Dark, and with- 
out a Guide, is in great Danger of loſing 
his Way, for want of Light to diſcover 
Pits and Precipices. The great Corrup- 
tions of Popery, both in Faith and Har- 
ſlip, were introduc'd in Times of Igno— 
rance, when the barbarous Nations over- 
ran, and rent the Roman Empire into 
Pieces; the Recovery of Learning (as is 
well known) help'd on the Reformation. 


Children of Parts and Genius, it form'd 
by a skiltul Hand, what a lovely, beauti- 
ful Figure wou'd they make? How well 
qualified to be a Delight to their Friends, 
and of uſe to the Kingdom? We often 
ſee with pleaſure, what excellent Im- 
provements a knowing Gardener makes 


by his Art and Skill in Plants and Flow- 


crs. Thus Education draws out to View 
the Perfections that lay hid; it will recti- 
ily a ſprightly Mind, giving it great and 
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moſt beautiſul Accompliſhments. If it 
be here objected, as I know it has often 
been, that ſome Gentlemen make a play- 
ible Figure in the World without much 
Application to Books, or the Afiiſtance 
of a Tutor: 1 fear, "will be found, that 
the Knowledge and Diſcourſe of ſuch 
uneducated Gentlemen is all a Flaſh, 
Their Converſation may yield Delight a 
little while ; bur their Stock will ſoon be 
ſpent. Nothing but a Foundation regu- 
larly laid, can make Men fit for noble 
Undertakings. Wheitgift therefore, as 
knowing of what vaſt Importance it was, 
to ſeaſon Youth in ſome venerable Foun- 
tain of Learning, rais'd a Building tor 
that Purpoſe. The diſcerning Prelate 
found what Advantage he had gain'd by 
his own Education; as being early taken 
notice of, and preferr'd for it. The whole 
Univerſity of Cambridge was in Admira- 
tion of his fine Parts, and judicious Ma- 
nagement of them. The Church and 
publick Schools were throng'd with Stu- 
dents, wacn he preach'd, or read Divini- 
ty Lectures. For both theſe Exerciſes he 
diſcharg'd with great Applauſe. Cart- 
wWricht and his Adherents broach'd per- 
niclous Doctrines both at home and a- 
broad. "Theſe were anſwer'd, and fully 
confuted by our Seat Patron of Learn- 


ing; 
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ing; with ſuch Effect, that he reclaim'd 
many, and ſatisfied all. Finding there- 
fore how much Good he was enabled to 
do by his own, he reſolv'd to encourage 
Literature in others, for the Intereſt of 
Youth, for the Credit of the Nation, and 
the Glory of God. 

But as Education 1s requiſite, and ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary; ſo is it to be ſet about 
EARLY. 

At about four or five Years old, great 
Care ſhou'd be us'd to form the Child 
well. At that Age, uſually the Memo- 
ry and Imagination, and ſome Dawnings 
of Reaſon begin to ditplay themſelves : 
The Impreſſions then made, are of great 
Conſequence to the following Part of 
Life. They will have ſo wonderful an 
Eflicacy for the bettering, or compolii:g 
a Perſon, as to conquer even Nature it 
ſelf. For, that which comes firſt, takes 
abſolute Poſſeſſion; the Soul being freſh 
and clear, flexible and tender, 'tis caſy to 
make it, what you pleaſe, and mould it into 
any Form. Therefore to begin early and 
well, is not fo trivial a Matter, as is ge- 
nerally thought. Plutarch had fome 
Cauſe of Complaint, that the bringing 
up of Children was left to Parents, which 
he thought a moſt deſtructive Injury to 
the State; many of them being often 
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found to be careleſs or ignorant ; and 
wholly unable to govern themſelves. At 
Lacculemau, the diſciplining of Children 
was preſerib'd by National Laws. Bur 
to ſupply the want of this publick Care 
in our Country, let only two or three 
faithful Servants, who have been well 
taught, what to do and ſay, approach 
my young Maſter ; ſo will the Soul be 
kept clean, and contract no Blemiſh, no 
Taint at its firſt Appearance in the World. 
The Eyes, and cſ{pecially the Ears, muſt 
be ſo guarded, that no unclean Thing 
get Admittance there, In order to this 
ſuffer no one, not cven a nigh Relation, 
it oi a loole and difiolute Life, to come 
near the Child; ior one ill Sentence may 
do mere Miſchief, than a great deal of 
Pains will be able to root out again. Tis 
not therciore fate, that young Ones ſhould 
be leit to idle, tritiing, or vicious Ser- 
vants ; their Tales and filly Stories oft 
make ſuch Impreſſions, as ſcarce cver 
wear out with Age. The firſt five, fix, 
or ſeven Years, according to che Capacity, 
are to be look d on, as a fit Time for fow- 
ing the Seed. Childrens Minds are then 
empty, not ſtored with Knowledge, their 


Judgment is weak, and their Affections un- 


ruly. If the Guardian is not careful to fur— 
niſh che Head and Heart well, the Devil 
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will ſow Tares; and the Soil is prepar'd to 
receive ſuch ill Seed, which will quickly 


take Root and ſpring up. Again: That 


Age is not liable to be diverted from 
Study; it hath neither private Affairs to 
manage, nor publick Offices to attend: 
And tho' Vouth is extremely addicted to 
Pleaſures; yet Parents or Maſters are to 
appoint what Time ſhall be allow'd for 
them. A good Memory, which is no 
ſmall Inſtrument of Learning, is ſtrongeſt 
in Youth. It will then ſooneſt get and 
longeſt retain whatever is committed to 
it, If the Mind is enrich'd with a large 
Stock of uſeful Knowledge, the Lad will 
enjoy it in old Age; and maintain the 
Character of a wite and learned Man. I 
may appeal to any one, whether he does 
not retain in his Memory, what waslearnt 
in Youth, better than what he gets in an 
advanc'd Age. Tis related of the famous 
Beza, when he was old, that he could 
not remember, what he lately heard or 
read; but the Hebrew Pſalter, and St. 
Paul's Epiſtles in Greek, which he learnt 
exactly in his Youth, were perfectly in 
his Memory to the laſt. Thus it is with 


all People: From whence we learn, of how 


grcat Importance tis, to inrich a young 
Mind with aStock of Knowledge and Vir- 
ue. For, if the Foundation be not thus 

well 
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well and tunely laid, all that is built upon 
it, will be in danger of falling to the 
Ground. Who therefore can forbear be- 
ing gricv'd, at the intolerable Folly of 
thoſe Parents, who permit their Chil- 
dren to converſe with Grooms, Coach- 
men, and vicious Servants? By this un- 
toward Management, they owe all their firſt 
G7 to the Stable or the Kitchen, 
They ought, if it may be, entirely to be 
kepe Bs, il Company; becauſe the Con- 
tagion of ſuch bad Servants, horribly in 

{cCts their Minds. Such foul 1 
ſuch Tricks and Rogueries may be thewn, 
as Youth otherwiſe might never have 
known, in the whole Courſe of their 
Lives. And, if they after make firm 
Retolves of cleanſing their Hearts, all 
their vicious Courſes muſt be unlearnt. 
A Traveller that takes a wrong Path in a 
Journey, every Mile he advances for- 
ward, is ſo much out of his Way. Thus 
it is in Life: if the Child falls into ill 
Company, and by pernicious Maxims is 
corrupted; when his Error is ſeen he 
mult return to the Place from whence 
he ſet out. And what Labour is it, to 
unlearn the Inſtructions of Vice and Fal- 
ſhood ; to lay aſide old Prejudices, which 
is, in a manner, tearing out our Vitals! 
All cheſe Didlicultics might have been 
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prevented, by learning early the Ways 
of Goodneſs ; and wite People own, 
that 'tis better and eaſter too, to prevent 
Evil, than to cure it. For, the older 
we grow in perverſe Maxims, the deeper 
they take Root; and by Conſequence, 
with more Ditticulty are remov'd. Keep 
off therefore from your Children variety 
of Servants, who if they talk no hurt, 
yet their idle, or frightful Stories made 
uſe of to keep them in Awe, may take 
decp Root in this tender Soil; inſomuch 
that they have often been attended with 
diſmal Conſequences. And, as Children 
ſhou'd not be ſcar'd with frightful Sto- 
ries; ſo they muſt not be entertain'd 
with mean, frivolous and paultry Say- 
ings, but with ſuch as arc ferious and 
weighty ; ſuch as enrich their Under- 
ſtandings, and regulate their Manners. 
Be not diverted from this by the Nurſe's 
pretending, that the Child has no Capa- 
city for Matters of ſo important a Na- 
ture; for I venture to athrm, that they 


will apprehend theſe as eaſy as Things of 


a more ludicrous kind. The plain Hi- 
ſtory of Jeſeh, in the Book of Genefis, 
and the other no leſs inſtructive and en- 
tertaining inſpir'd Ones: The Greek and 
Roman Hiſtory, the nobleſt in the World 
uninſpir'd, may be as well comprehended, 


as 
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as the Feats of Guy of Warwick. Why is 
it thought, that falſe and lying Stories, 
which muſt be unlearnt, are fit for the 
Capacity of Children; and that true and 
noble Things, which ought never to be 
forgot, are above them ? In order to fur- 
niſh his Underſtanding, 'tis of great Uſe 
to encourage a Lad to ask Queſtions, and 
learn all that his Condition is capable of. 
For, we have a Proverbial Saying, He that 
will never as Queſtions, will never be Wiſe. 
Let him then conſult with judicious and 
good Men, and ſubmit patiently to hear 
and be informed by them. The Mind, 
if not exercis'd, will contract a Ruſt; 
but Uſe will ſcour it off and enliven it. 
Therefore "tis wrong to leave young ones 
alone; for their Age being not able to 
furniſh much Matter for Thought, will 
dwindle away into Vanity and 'Trifling, 
Conſtant Employment will give them 
Strength of Reaſoning ; "twill keep their 
Souls awake; which will daily advance 
forward to freſh and larger Attainments. 
When Children are taught at home, 'tis 
often ſeen, that not only Servants, but 
even the Parents are merry with, and ap- 

laud their Folly, when they ought to 
2 rebuked them. They chuſe rather 
to let them go on in the Paths that lead to 
Ruin, than by a ſcaſonable and well- 
tim'd 


CE} 


tim'd Reproof, to gain their Ill-will. 


Nay, ſome flatter them in their Sins, by 
their Silence; not to ſay, their Appro- 
bation too. Yet Parents, Tutors and Guar- 
dians are ſtrictly obliged to reprove thoſe, 
for whom they are concern'd; to ſhew 
them what they ought to do; to warn 
chem againſt Evil; and if they ſee them 
offend, to rebuke them with all Authority. 
When the Sons of Eli liv'd ſhamefully; 
theirFatherwitha juſt Concern admonith'd 
them, Why do you ſuch Things? ' You make 
the Lord's People to tranſgreſs. Yet forall 
this, God cut off him, and his Family, 
by an amazing Inſtance of Divine Ven- 
geance, becauſe his Sons made themſelves 
vile, and he reſtrained them not. 

If any ſhall preſume now-a-days to 
thwart my young Maſter in his Un- 
towardneſs; eſpecially it 'tis one depen- 
dant on the Family, tho' ever fo uſeful 
on many Accounts, he is immediately 
turn'd out of Door. Thus the unhappy 
Youth, confirm'd in ungovernable P a s- 
SIONS, becomes a Torment to himſelf; 
being lite, a troubled Sea, perpetually 
tols'd and driven by the fierce Commo- 
tions of Anger, Emulation, Envy and 
Diſdain; which will never let him be ar 
reſt. Tis no ſmall Pleature to be deli- 
ver'd from theſe Hurrics, Tumults, and 

Dil- 
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Diſorders of ungovernable Paſſion. A 
wicked Mind having no ſteddy Principles 
to act by, but being agitated by violent 
Luſts, is turbulent in its own Nature, 
and therefore deſtructive of its own Peace, 
Nay, the whole Family trembles when 
the young Fondling is ruffied and diſ— 
compos'd, as he will be, at any ſmall 
Injury. His Paſſion falls foul on cvery 
thing that comes in its Way, making no 
Difterence between Friends and Foes; 
forgetting all Obligations; neither fear- 
ing God, nor regarding Man. A Horſe 
not broken, becometh headſtrong; and 
a Child left to himſelf, will be ſtubborn, 
It is the Tenderneſs of ſuch fooliſh Pa- 
rents, that the Preacher inveighs fo 
largely, and ſo ſmartly againſt; Chaſten 
thy Son while there is Hope, and let not thy 
Soul ſpare for his crying, Prov. xix. 18. 
Bow down his Neck chile he is young, left 
he wax ſtubborn, and bring Sorrow to thy 
Heart, Eccluſ. xxx. 8. The Child's 
peeviſh and malicious 'Temper being in- 
dulg'd, or encourag'd by Flatterers, he 
will ſoon have a haughty Contempt of 
all, even of his Betters, and ſuddenly 
breaks out into frequent and unprovok'd 
Frowardneſs. This waſpiſh Temper 
comes from a great Opinion he conceives 
of himſelf, and the low Eſteem he ro 
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for others ; it being not worth his while, 
he fancies, to conſider, what Treatment 
he gives to his Companions. Now to 
diſſuade the Youth from this unruly Dit- 
poſition (the Cauſe of almoſt all his Diſ- 
quiets) remind him, what Miſchief it has 
done in the World ; what Diſturbance 
it has rais'd in a Town, a Country, nay 
in a whole Kingdom. When a vaſt E- 
ſtate gets into the Hands of a Man, who 
has a weak Head (which often happens) 
it ravages far and ncar; and Things may 
be ſaid or done on a ſudden, that may 
perplex his whole Life with uneaſy Con- 
{equences. 

Who does not now ſee of what Mo- 
ment 'tis, that Childrens Paſſions and re- 
vengeful 'Thougits, the grand Diſturbers 
of their own, and others Peace, be earl 
tam'd ? That they ſhou'd have no Will 
of their own, but always bend to the 
Will of their Parents and Inſtructors ? 
For, if their irregular, ſtrong, uncon- 
fin'd Fancies ſhall caſt a Mitt before their 
Eyes, and once get the Aſcendant; they 
being the inferior and more brutiſh Part 
of Man, will become ſo impetuous, 
that nothing can be expected, bur an U- 
ſurpation over the nobler Faculties. And 
then, like the Mob in a Kingdom, when 
they get the Power into their own Hands, 

no- 
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nothing is ſeen, but Confuſion and Dif- 
order. Good Diſcipline puts a Bridle in- 
to the Mouths of theſe boiſterous Paſſions; 
which, if frequently check'd in time, will 
forget their native Ferity, and become 
more calm and tractable ; and for our 
Encouragement, the ſharpeſt, as well as 
nobleſt Conflict is, thus to gain a Con- 
queſt over our ſelves. For moſt of the 
Uncaſineſſes we feel in Life, are occaſion'd 
by not ruling our froward Humours, 
when we are young. How great Igno- 
rance is it then, in Guardians to forbear 
ſcaſonable Reproof of a Child's going a- 
ſtray, leſt they break his Spirits? And fo 
he, by being left to follow the Bent of his 
own Inclinations, is educated, (if in ſtrict 


Propriety of Speech J may call it Edu- 


cation) to nothing, but wretched Folly 
and Contempt? They are therefore to 
be taught, that fierce contentious Spirits 
are oppoſite to the Graces which adorn 
a Gentleman's Temper ; and that the 
black Paſſions of Anger, Hatred, and 
Revenge, if not watch'd and ſubdu'd, 
will dethrone Reaſon, and prompt them 
to reject with Scorn, all wiſe Counſel. 
For when the whole Body is ſet on fire, 
and in a perfect Fever; What bur raſh 
and inconſiderate Actions can be expect- 
ed? Rage and Brawling are true Signs of 

the 
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the impotent Malice of Fools; they ne- 
yer ſhake great and noble Souls. Epami- 
nondas, or Scipio, were not ruffled by all 
that rude and paſſionate Wretches could 
ſay. But farther, to ſhew its Odiouſneſs, 
tis the peculiar ill Effect of this Vice, 
that it extinguiſhes all natural Juſtice ; 
breaks through all Reſtraints of Honour 
and Duty; and ſticks at no Deed, tho' 
ever ſo foul, to bring about its malicious 
| Deſigns. Paſſion, we are informed by 
Hiſtory, has tranſported ſome Men to 
ſuch a degree, that their Veins broke, 
and they were ſo choak'd, that they 
dropp'd down dead ; of this, there have 
not been wanting even ſome late Exam- 
ples. Immoderate Anger drives out Rea- 
ſon, and confounds the Judgment ; and, 
like a Ship without a Rudder or Pilot, 
Oars or Ballaſt, commits it ſelf to the 
Mercy of Winds and Waves ; and that, 
whenthe Sea runs higheſt, and the Storm 
is moſt raging ; now, what can be look'd 
for in ſuch a Caſe, but Shipwrecks t 
Happy Parents, happy Child, it this 
paſſionate Temper is carly tam'd or gui- 
ded into a right Channel; for as tis dan» 
gerous already; ſo if ſuffer'd to take 
| Root, twill be with greater Difficulties 
remov'd. But difficult as it is, the Tem- 
per muſt be chang d, or unruly n 
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Children will grow up to be unruly, pas- 
ſionate Men. Thrice happy then the 
Lad, who has never been indulg'd in any 
peeviſh Humour; but if he has, let him 
be ſtopp'd with all ſpeed, leſt it ſettle in 
a boiſterous Habit. If his Garment can't 
be kept clean, let it be quickly waſh'd. 
Loſe therefore no time, of which alone (ſays 
Seneca) 'tis a Virtue to be covetous; and 
the Apoſtle tells us, 77 muſt be redeem d. 


For the Soul, as was hinted before, being 


once tainted with vicious Cuſtoms, or 
debauch'd with ill Maxims, may never 
be cleans'd: or, if by ſtrict Examination 
it ſhall find its Error, the old Prejudices 
muſt be unravel'd from the Beginning, 
new Leſſons of Virtue learnt : All which 
Trouble might with Eaſe have been pre- 
vented, if poiſonous Weeds, as ſoon as 
they put forth, had been rooted up; if 
the Mind had been kept in its Virgin In- 
nocence, untainted, free from all wicked 
Pre-engagements, it would readily re- 
ceive wiſe Impreſſions; and not have ſuf- 
fer'd any Defilements to enter in, and a- 
bide there. The Streams will not be 
ſweet, if the Fountain is bitter. If Pa- 
rents ſuffer their Children to, be bad while 
young, how can it be expected they 
ſhou'd grow up to be good Men? The 
moſt indulgent Mother (hall now confeſs, 
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that early Care to prevent Ill, is the great- 
eſt Compaſſion in the World. But till, 
the Ditliculties the Child muſt undergo, 
by conquering Ignorance and Vice; and 
by being form'd to Learning and Virtue, 
is what ſhe dreads. For a {trait Tree, it 
bow'd aſide when young and tender, will 
grow ſo beyond Recovery, it let alone. 
We own, that to make ſinful Appetites 
reſign their Government after long Poſ- 
ſeſhon, is not eaſily ſet about at firſt ; but 
the Tutor muſt cheriſh the Youth's Zeal, 
and blow up the Fire by a vigorous Ap- 
plication to the important Affair. He 
begins firſt with the Patiions, and ſubdues 
them to Reaſon: after this is effected, the 
Difficulties that were fear'd, will ſoon 
wear off. Virtue every Day diſcloſing 
new Charms, ſhall make the Lad ena- 
mour'd with her. Grant therefore, that 
the Hardſhips are many, and great; fo 
alſo is the Glory. Here too no time is to 
be loſt. Kill the young Serpent's vicious 
Inclinations. The Time now'the Child's 
can never be ſo again: the Wealth of 
both the Indies can't redeem a Year, or 
Month, that is gone and loſt. 

As ſome Parents begin to Jay a Founda- 
tion too late; fo others, by an over-haſty 
Defire of ſecing their Sons Men, take 
them from their Tutors too ſoon. Man, 
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like a Diamond, brings Perſections with 
him; but "tis rough and unpoliſh'd; much 
Art muſt be us'd to faſhion it; and the 
more exccllent the Stone, the more La- 
bour is requir'd for the poliſhing. But to 
ſnatch them away from Education, when 
they are juſt coming to the Age of re- 
cciving by it, the two great Swayers of 
Iumunan Nature, Pleaſure and Profit, is 
very abſurd and cruel; when their Judg— 
ments begin to ſettle, and their Manners 


to be fix'd; when they have a Taſte of 


Authors, and know the moſt beautiful 
Paſſages in chem; what great Pity is it 
that they ſhould ſuddenly be ſtopp'd, and 
depriv'd of the Advantapes that I:duca- 
tion was deſign'd to give: 

The Guardian being now diſcharg'd, 
'tis greatly to be fear'd, that young, Per- 
{ons left to themſelves, will take wrong, 
rather than right Courſes. Therefore, if 
neither Nature, nor Reaſon, nor Juſtice, 
nor. Intereſt, can work upon Parents; 
yet, methinks, the great Danger they 
themſelves arc in, by neglecting the Du- 
ty of ſetting them! in a right way, ſhou'd 
male them afraid. But Parents flatter 
themſelves, that God will make Allow- 
ances for Youth; that he will not be bo 
curious an Obſerver of theirs, as of the 


Actions of thoſe, who are come 10 4 | 
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more mature Judgment. Now, becaule 
this Pretence is continually made, and 
has been the Cauſe of the Ruin of Mil- 
lions, it will require a particular Anſwer. 
No Reaſon can be atiign'd, why God 
ſhou'd make any Allowance for the Ex- 
travagance of Youth, more than for that 
ot other Ages; becaulc every Age may 
pretend to as much Favour. The Tem- 
ptations of Youth, before it has con- 
tracted vicious Cuitoms, are the leaſt of 
all; which, indecd, make this Age, of 
all others, leaſt excuſable. Old Sinners 
have contracted ſuch Habits of criminal 
Actions, that tis as difficult to conquer 
them, as to cut off a Right Hand, Their 
very Underſtanding is vitiated ; they fee, 
conſent to, and approve of the Evil. A 
ſinful Pleaſure hath taken ſuch deep Root, 
that it comes at laſt to be naturaliz'd, and 
of a piece with them. Whereas all the 
natural Inclinations in young Men to 
Froth and Folly, how great ſocver you 
may imagine them, cannot equal the 
Force and Prevalency of a confirm'd Ha- 
bit. 'They who have arriv'd at Manhood, 
have drank a large Draught of the en- 
chanting Potion of the Pleaſures of Sin; 
when Youth {ſcarce know what it means. 
So that young People have here the Ad- 
vantage: tor though their Reaton be but 
F 3 weak, 
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weak, yet 'tis not debauch'd by evil 
Cuſtom. 'They have a natural Modeſty 
and Baſhfulneſs, and Reverence for what 
is good. Tis therefore the fitteſt Time 
to receive good Impreſſions; whereas old 
Men have learnt to excuſe their Sins by 
the Power of evil Habits, which preju— 
dic'd them againit Virtue. If God there- 
fore ſhou'd admit of the Apologies of 
Youth; "twill alſo be expected, that he 
admit of the Excuſes of older People. 
He doth not make Allowances for the 
known and deliberate Sins of Youth ; but 
for the Frailties, and little childiſh Fol- 
lies, which, by reaſon of their Age, they 
are ſubject to: ſuch as are the Allowances 
a Father makes {or his Child, when he 
ſces he makes it his main Buſineſs to pleaſe 
him; tho” after all, he may, thro' Care- 
le{sneſs, omit fome Duties; or, thro 
Surprize, flip into a Fault. Let not 
young Men therefore vainly imagine, that 
their Deeds are not taken notice of; and 
ſo run blindly on, deceiving themſelves 
into Deſtruction; but think all their Acti- 
ons to be (as they really are) regiſter'd in 
Heaven. Twill be no Excuſe to ſay, 
their unlawful Pleaſures were Sports and 
Tricis of Youth, Happy wou'd it be for 
them, if they cou'd ſee Sin now, as they 
ſhall fee ir hereafter, This Thought 

wou'd 
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wou'd render them impregnable to the 
moſt violent Trials and Aſſaults. Tis 
therefore of great Moment, that Virtue 
be planted in the Spring of Vouth; and 
then, by due Care, it will thrive to Ad- 
miration; and give Comfort to the well- 
educated Perſon in his Age, breathing 
forth Perfumes when the Body is noiſome. 

How often do we hear, - - - Let Youth 


ſpend their time in the Vanity, the Idleneſs, 


the Folly of the Age: when they come to 
Years of Diſcretion, they will make a bet- 
ter Judgment of Virtue. But how can 
they chuſe Good, ſince they are perfect- 
ly ignorant of what it is? And what a 
dreadful Condition are they in, if God 
ſhall ſnatch them away in their youthful 
Days? Defer Virtue till they chuſe it 
with Difcretion? Without Learning they 
will never come to Diſcretion. 

'Tis objected, That ſome who have 
indulg'd Sin in their Youth, have learnt 
to deteſt and abhor it in their decli- 
ning Years. "Tis eaſy to obſerve, that 
Examples of this kind are ſo very few, 
that ſuch Parents muſt be thought blind, 
who make light of any the leaſt vicious 
Folly in their Children, For Impunity 
will lefſen the Horror of their Sins, and 
harden them in their wicked Ways. But 
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let your Charge, when rebuked, be fully 
convinc'd, that your Reprehenſion is not 
out of your own Intereſt, Pleaſure, or 
Paſſion ; but out of a ſincere Affection; 
and your Work then will be eafier. One 
Caution muſt here be given; That you 
flatter him not, nor praiſe him exceſſive- 
ly, tho' he does well. Immoderate Com- 
mendations are apt to make him inſolent, 
or negligent, or lazy; thinking he is 
Scholar enough, and needs no farther Im- 
provements. 

There is no great Fault which ſhou'd 
not be diſcountenanc'd; and if at that 
time, he is careſs'd by impious Ser- 
vants, or vile Flatterers, (as is generally 
the Cuſtom) all that their Parents have 
endeavour'd to eſtabliſh will be of no Ef- 
fect. When the Child has juſtly diſplea- 
ſed his Governors; every one of the Fa- 
mily ſhou'd be ſhy and cold to him, till he 


has ask'd Pardon for his Rudeneſs or cri- 


minal Action, and is, for his Submiſſion, 
reſtor'd to his former Credit. No one 
knows, how much this wou'd contribute 
to make offending Children ſenſible of 
their Error, and cautious for the future, 
how they commit a Fault, for which 
wy body condemn'd and flighted 
En, ' Ns: F 
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Here indeed the Parent is the neareſt 
Overſeer ; and has, it may be faid, an E- 
piſcopal Power, ſuch as was given by 
St, Paul to Timothy and Titus, reprove, 
rebuke with all Authority, and force Chil- 
dren into the Paths of Virtue ; without 
which they muſt be miſerable both here 
and hereafter. By ſuch a Method, the 
ſenſual Apperites will ſoon be reſtrain'd, 
and bend to the Guidance of Reaſon; 
and true Notions of Honour inſtill'd into 
the Mind, ſeldom die: For tho' the Cares 
of Life, the Heats ot Yourh, the alluring 
Offers of Sin, may for a time ſeem to kill 
all that was ſown; yet when Diſcretion, 
Years and Thought ſhall bring the Perſon 
to himſelf; the Seeds of Goodneſs early 
caſt into the Earth will pur forth again. 
A wiſe Guardian therefore will firſt clear 
the Soil of Weeds, and then ſow it with 
good Seed: He will conquer ill Habits; 
and when that is done, be careful to im- 
plant good ones. Now in order to ftore 
the Mind with a Variety of uſeful 
Thoughts, let him ſettle in it theſe Gra- 
ces of Sincerity, Humility, a merciful 
Spirit, Truth, Juſtice; and to avoid the 
abominable Sins of Swearing and Perju- 
2 or elſe he builds without a ſolid Foun- 

tion; and the Superſtructure will not 
rife with Safety and Succeſs, 


Firſt. 
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Firſt then, teach the Child the funda- 
mental Leſſon of Sincerity, the Life and 
Soul of all Virtues. Let the Youth know, 
with what Eaſe he may deceive himſelf; 
and how impoſſible "tis to deceive him, 
that ſearcheth the Heart and the Reins. 

2. To this I add Humility, which muſt 
take deep Root, and grow up in theYouth; 
as being a Grace, that will be ornamental 
in all Stations, and bring him into Fa- 
vour with God and Man. 'This may be 


effected, by diſplaying before him his own 


Weakneſs and Frailty ; and letting him 
know, how many things he wants; how 
unable he is to help himſelf; and that he 
muſt depend on others for a Supply. 
This Inſufficiency, one wou'd think, muſt 
needs mortity Selt-conceit, teaching him 


not to overvalue himſelt; and then he will 


put a right Value upon the reſt of Man- 
kind. If he ſays, My Neighbour is not . 
wealthy as am; be is not in ſo high a Sta- 
tion - - anſwer then, But he is more 
learned ; he is more humble; or at leaſt, he 
i a Man: a Man, as you are; made of the 
ſame Fleſh and Blood. Such Reproofs, in 


all probability, wou'd keep down his 


ſwelling Pride, and lower him in his own 
Eſteem, it he be made duly ſenſible how 
weak, how mere a nothing he is; if you 

{et 
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ſet before him the reproachful Titles of 
Duft and Aſhes, Fleſh and Blood, Grafs, 
and the like; and prove that the pooreſt 
Creature, tho' cover'd wich Rags, has a 
Fabrick asadmirable, as he v ho is cloath'd 
in Scarlet, and adorn'd with Gold. Con- 
vince him that his Make is but of com- 
mon Clay; as weak, putrid, and con- 
temptible; but that his Depravation is 
peculiar: Man being the moſt diſobedi- 
ent, unruly Creature on the Earth; be- 
cauſe Beaſts live according to the Laws of 
their Nature. A Sight of all theſe Im- 
perfections might in reaſon keep the aſpi- 
ring Youth humble; and prevent his in- 
ſulting over his Fellow-Creatures. A 
rude, boiſterous Lad, that aſſumes the 
Glory of his Talents to himſelf, will 
ſpurn at all the grave Commands of his 
Tutor. This ſhews what great Care muſt 
be us'd, that he walk humbly with his 
Betters, and with Meckneſs receive and 
obey their wiſe Adinonitions. 

3. Forget not alſo to cherit} a tender 
and merciful Spirit: In order to which, 
he muſt not be permitted to fee blood 
Sights; nor uſe Cruelty to Bis or Beaſts, 
For if he wounds or kills them for his 
Pleaſure, tis muci io be fear'd, that his 
Heart by degrees will be ſo hardned, that 
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he may turn a deaf Ear to the Sufferings 
of rational Creatures. 

Bur, 47h/y, Above all things, oblige 
them ſtrictly to ſpeak Truth. For Lying 
is ſuch a baſe, raſcally Vice, that the leaſt 
Tendencies to it ought to be watch'd and 
prevented. Tis Speech that capacitates 
Mankind for Society; and if that be once 
abus'd to Falſhood and Deceit, Silence is 
a more ſociable Quality. All the Safety, 
Happineſs and Convenience that Men en- 
Joy in this Life, is from Perfons entring 
into Communities; and the Band that 
holds them together, is Truth and Faith- 
fulneſs. Therefore when Lying and 


Fraud get in among them, they are at a 


loſs what Meaſures to take, or on whom 
to depend: the Band which held them fo 
lovingly together, is entirely diflolv'd. 
Tis often ſeen, that a Falſary by invent- 
ing or propagating lying Stories, thall 
diſcompole a whole Family: He whiſpers 
Falſhood into a great Man's Ear, who, 
to his Shame be it ſpoken, paſſes Sentence 
on the Innocent; and never gives him an 
Opportunity of doing right to his injur'd 
Character: And 'tis well known, what 
has often been the diſmal Effects of this 
abominable Practice. Tis pity, that 
great Men do not enquire ſtrictly _ 

what 
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what is ſaid; and uſing Endeavours to 
find out the defigning Lyar, ſhew a juſt 
Diſpleaſure againſt the falſe Tongue. 
Haſty Anger gives a ſlight Wound; but 
Treachery and Falſhood, that aim to en- 
ſnare you, ought to break all Friendſhip 
and Communication. Therefore, ſince 
a doubling Diſpoſition of Mind is the 
Bane of all Society, the Diſturber of Fa- 
milies; it has drawn upon it the univer- 
ſal Hatred of all good People, who think 
no Puniſhment too ſevere, no Methods 
too cruel, for the Extermination of it. 
This ſhameful Vice therefore ſhou'd not 
be allow'd, even at Play, or on the moſt 
trivial Occaſions. For if it is indulg'd 
here, the Danger is, that hereafter the 
ſame Falſhood may be practis'd in Affairs 
of Moment; and then by aſſerting what 
is falſe,-call God to bear witneſs to a Lye; 
which is ſuch a Blaſphemy againſt the 
God of 'Truth, as no Vengeance can ex- 
piate; and he who is Truth itſelf will 
puniſh Fraud, with a Place prepar'd for 
the Devil, who was a Lyar trom the Be- 
ginning. | 
Particular Care muſt be allo us'd, that 
Children obſerve ſtrict Tuſlice. Tis not 
much to be wonder'd at, if they deviate 
from the Rules of Right and Wrong; 


much 
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fince their Reaſon is not enough improy'd 
to make a right judgment: but the more 
they are apt to miſtake, the ſtricter Guard 
ought to be kept over them. The leaſt 
Breach of Juſtice ſhou'd not be paſs'd by 
unobſerv'd; for ſmall Beginnings at Play, 
even for Cherry-Stones, will, if let a- 
lone, grow up to higher Frauds; and be 
in danger at laſt, of ending in a down- 
right Diſhoneſty. If this covetous Incli- 
nation will not be reform'd by a gentle 
Warning, rougher Methods mult be us'd. 
A wiſe Gentleman (ſays Mr. Locke) cur'd 
this wicked Temper thus: © He took 
* from the Child ſomething he thought 
% his own, and was exccedingly fond of; 
and ſo made him learn, how little was, 
« and always wou'd be, the Gain of ta- 
« king what is another's. He alſo ſhew'd 
a Deteſtation and Abhorrence at the 
< leaſt Degree of Injuſtice; which was 
« the beſt and moſt genuine Method to 
« obviate the Crime.” 

6. Foul Language, Railing and Slan- 
der, loud Oaths, that helliſh Oratory, 
(now almoſt left off, as tis ſaid, by Gen- 
tlemen of Rank and Figure) ſhou'd not 
be countenanc'd, but ſeverely rebuk'd. 
And indeed I cannot ceaſe wondring, that 
this foul, unprofitable Vice ſhou'd ever 

ER have 
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have been thought to be an accompliſh'd 
Ornament of Speech. For, to make 
bold with God's moſt holy Name, tho' 
the Practice is common, is an horrible 
Profanation of that Honour and Reſpect 
we owe to ſo auguſt a Majeſty. How 
wicked is the Uſe of it on the moſt trivial 
Occaſions ? Yet we cannot pals the Streets 
without hearing vain and cuſtomary 
Oaths; and God call'd upon by Men, 

who do not think of him; and for no 
| Reaſon at all; or ſuch as is not enough to 
juſtify them in ſuch an Invocation. Some, 
when their Paſſions are high, burſt forth 
into Curſes and Imprecations, wiſhing 
the Judgments of God to fall upon them- 
ſelves, or others. Shou'd any one of the 
Execrations he lays on himſelf, or of the 
Damnations he ſo loudly wiſhes for, fall 
on him ; has he Reaſon to complain of 
God, who deals with him according to 
his Wiſh, and make him for ever feel, 
what he had ſo often call'd for? 

Another Sort of Swearing, or rather 
impiouſly expreſſing one's ſelf, is, when a 
Perſon in a Rage wiſhes the Devil may 
take him, or ſome other. How patient 1s 
God, that hears and ſees all this, with- 
out letting looſe ſome ſudden Judgment 
upon him ? 


Others 
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Others uſe the Name God, upon a ſlight 
and trifling Occaſion; nay, it is inter- 
woven in every Part of their Diſcourſe, 
without Order, or any Deſign. So com- 
mon is it grown to diſhonour that holy 
Name; at the Mention of which, all the 
Chriſtian World ought to-bow down and 
tremble! Unhappy are theſe habitual 
Sinners, who certainly will be call'd to a 
ſevere Account for their ungodly Speeches 


If timely Repentance does not prevent it, | 


they may curſe themſelves to all Eternity 
for their wretched Folly. For what one 
thing in the whole Book of God is more 
expreſsly forbidden, than ſwearing in 
common Diſcourſe ? And yet Multitudes, 
who believe the Goſpel, go on in a Pra- 
ctice contrary to its Precepts. The Con- 
ſideration of Pleaſure or Gain does not 
lead them into this vicious Habit, nor 
engage them to continue in it. Honour 
tempts the ambitious Man, Gain the 
Miſer, Sc. but the common Swearer fins 
for ſinning ſake; and has no Pretence for 
it whatſoever. Tis aſtoniſhing therefore, 
that Perſons highly oblig d by God, ſhou d 
fly in the Face of this their great Bene- 
factor, by blaſpheming that tremendous 
Natne, which, he. has ſolemnly declar'd, 
he wi not hold him guiitleſs, that tales it 
in vain. They who neither love, nor fear 


God, 
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God, ſhou'd have Pity on their own 
Souls, and not yield to be taken Captive 
by the Devil at his Will, But beſides the 
Heinouſneſs of the Sin, which, as you 
have ſeen, is ſo expreſsly forbidden by our 
Saviour, Swear net at all; and by St. 

ames, Above all things ſibear not; 1 add, 
That ſuch a Practice, with relation to 
Friends and Companions, who may have 
a deep Senſe of the Divine Being and 
Perfections, is very indecent: therefore 
nothing tends more to offend them, than 
to hear God's ſacred Name mentioned in 
ſo flight and careleſs a way. It gives 
Horror to thoſe who have a tender Re- 
gard to that Being, which is ſo intolera- 
bly protaned by them. After all the vain 
Oaths you have us'd in common Conver- 
ſation, take one ſolemn Oath, never to 
ſwear again, but in a juſtifiable Cauſe. 
Let him that gave you a Tongue, and 
Power to uſe it, have the Praile and Glo- 


ry of it: never mention his Name, but 


with Reverence and godly Fear. Fer 
when your time of Swearing, and taking 
the Lord's Name in vain, is over; his 
Time will come, when he may fwear, 
that you ſhall never enter into his Reſt. 

To this Sin of diſhonouring God by 
cuſtomary Swearing, a far greater may be 


added, that of Perjury : A Sin, that is a 
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high Contempt of God; that ruins all 
Juſtice among Men, and gives the deepeſt 
Wound to Conſcience. Monſtrouſly im- 
pious are they, who take Advantage of 
the Solemnity of an Oath; and turn the 
Uſe of God's molt ſacred Name, into an 
Opportunity of deceiving more eftectual- 
ly. An Oath 1s an Appeal to God, of 
the Truth of what we affirm : So that 
it implies an Acknowledgment of his 
All-teeing Eye; of his Juſtice and Truth; 
of his governing tae World; and of the 
Judgment to come. Therefore Perfidi- 
ouſncis and Perjury are more execrable 
Villanies, and higher Affronts to Al- 
mighty God, than even avow'd Atheiſm 
itſelf: For to be miſtaken in one's Noti- 
ons concerning God, is much more par- 
donable, than to be rightly inform'd, and 
put a ſtudied Affront upon the Deity we 
contets, and pretend to adore. Since this 
Sin of Perjury is ſo heinous; what can 
be ſaid of great Numbers of Men, who 

may, at a cheap Rate, be hired to give 
Evidence for or againſt a Caule, as they 


mall be directed? Falihood (to our Grict | 


we ſpeak it) appears almoſt every Day in 
Trials. How often do we hear profligate 


Fellows ſay, 'T7s en!y the Hing of a Book ; 

never confiderinz, that they are in the 

Preſence of God, who knows the Truth 
or 
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or Falſhood of what they ſwear: and 
who infallibly will, at the laſt and great 
Day, bring them to Judgment for their 
Boldneſs. The Crime is ſometimes ſo 
lain, that no Pretence of Ignorance can 
be pleaded. Tis greatly to be wiſh'd, 
that Oaths were not ſo common. No 
one can enter into an Office, but he muſt 
ſwear to do the Duties belonging to it, 
faichfully. One might reaſonably hope, 
that ſome Effect of this ſhou'd appear in 
the Behaviour of theſe Men, who have 
took a ſolemn Oath: But, alas! no good 
Effect doth appear ; this appears, that 
the Senſe of Religion, or the Sacredneſs 
of an Oath, has little or no Influence on 
them. So that God's holy Name, and 
our true Religion, is blaſphem'd by our 
Enemies, who, by way of Reproach, ſay, 
England zs the Land of Oaths. Sure I 
am, that if Money was to be paid, or 
corporal Puniſhment inflicted on thoſe 
that betray their Truſt, as on thoſe that are 
bound to make Preſentments, Church- 
wardens and other Ofhcers: this wou'd 
be a ſtronger Hold than an Oath; which 
is no ſooner taken, but 'tis forgot and 
broken. 

Eaſineſs of Converſation, the Rules of 
Civility and Complaiſance; and how far 
the Youth may accommodate himſelf to 

G 2 other 


— 


PP 5 2 


— W w - 
m N 
” 
— —— — — —  — — — . — 


— —__—_—_— 
— — — 


—— 


— — ot - 
co Gre mo err ——— 3 
2 2 — — — — == — — 


— — 
— ——— 


684) 


other People's Humours, muſt be taught 
by degrees. A Child, as well as a Man, 
may have a genteel Mien, an agreeable 
Carriage, and know how to make a Boy; 
and yet ſhall be abuſive, and give Offence 
by his Language. Again; tho' blunt and 
rough in his Carriage, yet may be really 
honeſt, good-natur'd, and attentive to 
wiſe Counſel. Both theſe Qualifications 
ought to be ſeen in a Lad; but Goodneſs 
is infinitely of the greateſt Value: for 
this will ſhine through all the Clouds of 
an uncultivated Bluntneſs. 

When the Pupil neglects to obey his 
Superiors, and it appears that the Fault is 
in the Mind, tis certain, that a ſtubborn, 
refractory Will lies at the Root of this 
Diſobedience; ſuch a perverſe Humour 
muſt be ſubdu'd and maſter'd. As al] 
Faults of Frailty ſhou'd be minded; ſo, 
unleſs the Will mix with them, a gentle 
Reproof may ſet them right. But Stub- 
bornneſs mult have ſuch Rebukes, as the 
Nature of the Crime requires. Your 
Commands will carry greater Authority 
with them, if, when you warn him to 
leave off a filly, or finful Action, you 
conquer, and not let him have the Maſte- 
ry. The Child cannot have good Man- 
ners, if he knows not how to take care of 
that unruly Member, tbe Tongue, This 
3 | necds 
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needs all the Precepts to keep it within 
the Compaſs of Decency. How foolith 


do Men appear, when they aſpire to the 


Glory of being thought wiſe by much 
talking? "Tis as impoffible to filence the 
Tongue of ſome People, as tis to ſtop a 
Ship under full Sail. Bur this Talkative- 
neſs is extremely offenſive in Converſati- 
on; 'tis a general Entrenchment upon the 
Liberty of the whole Company, who 
muſt undergo the Penance of being ſi- 
| lent, whilſt they have the Satisfaction of 
ſpeaking all. 
Se ſecure the forementioned Inſtructi- 
„let the Youth be taught Fortitude, 
bs c to be calm and undiſturb'd in doing 
his Duty, whatever Danger lies in his 
way. The Neglect of this in Youth, is 
certainly the Reaſon that this Virtue does 
not exert itſelf in them, when they are 
Men. Now that Fortitude I mean, is 
not Courage in the Field, and daring to 
look Death in the Face; but to bear up 
manfully in all afflictive Circumſtances; 


ſuch as Diſeaſes, Poverty, and Diſgrace. 


True Fortitude is to be prepar'd for Dan- 
gers of all Sorts, and to ſtand unmov'd, 
whatever Evil it be that threatens us. I 
don't adviſe that we ſhou'd be like the 
Stoics, ſtupid and inſenſible. This Pre- 
tence, that a wiſe Man is as happy in 
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Phalaris's Bull, or upon the Rack in the 
moſt exquiſite Tortures, as on a ſoft Bed 
in perfect Health, is an abſurd and un- 
natural Rant. A Proſpect of Danger 
ought to keep us awake, and excite our 
Attention, that we be not fo affrighted, 
as to diſturb our Reaſon, or fall from 
our own Stedfaftneſs. 

Imprint theſe and other requiſite In— 
ſtructions on the Youth's Mind, that he 
may be kept cloſe to Conſideration. Write 
them in his Heart; ſtamp them in deep 
and laſting Characters; after this you 
need not greatly tear his going aſtray. 

In the Courſe of our Lives, we are 
ſometimes at a loſs what Meaſurcs to 
take: In that Caſe, conſult God's Oracles, 
and they will direct all in the fate Way. 
How can we avoid ſtumbling, if we go 
forward in the Dark? Ihe holy Scripture 
will enable us to refit all Temptations. 
If the Weapons of cur Ii arfare are car— 
nal, they will prove weak againſt Princt- 
are ſpi— 
ritual, they wil! be mighty through God, fir 


pulling down the flrong Holds of Satan. 


Tis the Apoſtle's Exhortation, that we 
give conſtant Attendance unto Reading“. 
Not only now and then, but (if it can be) 
daily, both in Publick and in Private; 
and, like Maxy, ponder them in our Hearts. 

* , Tim, W. 13. This, 
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. 
This, God, whoſe Will is our Law, moſt 
ſtrictly requires; that we might know 
what to do, to obtain eternal Life. For L 
according to this, Sentence will be paſs'd 
upon us at the laſt Day. All our 'i houghts, 
Words and Works, ſhall be compar'd 
with the Precepts of the Gofpel; and 
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according to them, we ſhall be ſudg'd to a 
eternal Happineſs or Miſery. If we are (| 
not well acquainted with thoſe ſacred O- | il 
racles, ve cannot tell how tc % from the 1 


Wrath to come. Since then we are all 3h 
oblig'd to take heed to the holy Scriptures, 
as the Rule of our Faith and Life ; what 


ſhall we ſay of the Cruelty of the Church 1 | 

ol Rome, which will not permit the Uſe | 

of them to the common People ? Is not | 
: 


this to take away the Key of Kuowlodpe, 1 
and to hinder Thoufands trom entering 10 
into the Kingdom of IIcaven? Shall not 
theſe poor Souls curſe ſuchunjuſt, mer— 
cileſs Paſtors? The I Ioly Spirit turaith'd 
the Apoſtles with the Gift of Tongues, 
that all People might have the Goſpel n 
their own Language. And ſince we arc 
vouchſaf'd the great Blefling of having 
the Scriptures in our own Tongue, what 
ſhall be ſaid of thoſe, who live in the 
molt profane Neglect of the Bible; which 
was indited by infinite Wiſdom, and be- 
ſtow'd on the World in no Ie! Mercy 
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and Compaſſion ? The Affairs of Life, we 
know, claim a Share of our Time; but 
they ſhou'd not ſo entirely engroſs it, as 
to cxclude the Keading of God's Word, 

In ſhort, the Sacred Writings and Rule: 
therein contain'd, will ſhew all that can 
be wanting. This will be a Candle to 
enlighten; a Guide to direct; a Rule to 
chalk out the Way. In ſhort, it will in- 
ſtruct a Perſon in every Part of his Duty, 
both in publick and in private, as a Mem- 
ber cf a Family, or of a State. If this, 
I fay, be well imbib'd, Youth can never 
miſcerry, being founded on a Rock; 
which will eafily withſtand all Floods 
and Tempeits. This will bear him up in 
the molt ſudden Clanges and Calamitics 
of the World, Ibis will hinder Low- 
neſs of Spirits, Duorder, and Confuſion 
in his Affairs. by this, lis Life will be 
unblemich'd, lis Words diſcreet, and his 
ihboughts regular: every thing will ap- 
pcar as perfect, as is conſiſtent with hu- 
wan Nature. From the want of this 
tranſcendently excellent Book's being 
more taught and practis'd, it comes to 
paſs, that Men act unworthy of their 
Dignity, both as Chriſtians and Gentle- 
men. Parents and Guardians may do 
much in rectifying irregular Defires ; but 
after all, the holy Scriptures are the only 

true 
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true Guide; Patt of which therefore ought 
to be read twice every Day. For theſe 
will teach a generous and noble Integri- 
ty and honeſt Prudence, and be inſtructive 
beyond the Rules of Philoſophy; the 
Precepts are more ſpiritual, and of great- 
er Weight; not deliver'd to entertain the 
Curious, but to ſubdue the Heart. God 
therefore, who induſtriouſly conſults our 
Happineſs in this Lite and the next, com- 
mands his People to know the Scriptures: 


Thou fhalt teach them diligently to thy Chil- 


dren; and ſhalt talk of them, when thou 
fitteſt in thine houſe, when thou walkeſt by 
the way, when thou ligſt down, and when 
thou rijeſt up. And this ought to be done 
on the very firſt Buddings of Reaſon. For 
thus the Prophet directs, Whom jhall he 
teach Knowledge ? Whom ſhall he make to 
underſtand Doctrine? Them that are wean d 
from the Milk, and drawn jrom the Breaſts. 
As the Foundation of all, implant this 
great Truth, That there is ſuch a Being 
as God, whom they are to ſerve, wor- 
ſhip and obey; that their Preſervation, 
and all the good things they enjoy, are 
owing to his Bounty; that Thanks and 
Praiſe are due to him, for all the Bleſ- 
ſings manifold conferr'd upon them. And 
becauſe Impiety in this Age hath lift up 
her Head, ſo as to deny our Maker; the 


better 
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better to tie the Worm of the Conſci- 
ence of Men, carried away by their lewd 
Imaginations; greater Service can't be 
done to young Gentlemen, than that the 
Tutor convince them of this glaring 
Truth. Bid them caſt their Eyes about 
the World; where God hath drawn him- 
ſelf, as it were, in Images ſo lively, that 
the plaineſt Man may read and under- 
ſtand. If in a defart Ifland, a well con- 


contriv'd, beautiful Houſe ſhall offer it 


felf to our View, 'tis a Demonſtration, 
that Builders had been there: and can we 
behold this World ſo full of Wonders, 
and not cry out with David, The Hea- 
vens declare the Glory of God, and the Fir- 
mament ſheweth his handy Work ? Bchold 
the heavenly Orbs, the Sun, Moon and 
Stars ſhining glorioufly, moving regular- 
ly, diſtinguiſhing the ſeveral Scaſons of 
the Year by their conſtant Revolutions ! 
Behold the Earth, bearing all Sorts of 
living Creatures, Fruits and Plants for the 
Uſe of Man; the Ocean and Rivers keep- 


ing in their proper Channels! He is ſtu- 


pid that does not fee, that all theſe things 
are directed by their wiſe and great Crea- 
tor. Ask now of the Beaſts, and they ſhall 
teach thee; and the Fowls of the Air, and 


they ſhall tell thee. Speak to the Earth, 


and it ſhall teach thee ; and the Fiſhes of the 
| Sea 
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Sea ſhall declare unto thee. Who knoweth 
not in all theſe, that the band of the Lord 
hath wrought this? Job x11. 7, 8, 9. 

The very Heathens own this Axiom to 
be true, That whatſoever is mov'd, muſt 
be mov'd by ſomething elſe. Now who 
moves the firſt Mover? This muſt be 
ſomething above created Nature, and 'tis 
that we call God. Again; How is it, that 
even the worſt of Men acknowledge a 
divine Power ? The moſt barbarous Pco- 
ple lift up their Eyes and Hands to Hea- 
ven in Times of Diſtreſs in ſuch Expreſ- 
fions, O God! God help me! Lord have 
mercy upon me] which wou'd not be, did 
not Conſcience force the Senſe of a ſu- 
preme Being upon them. So that this 
Notion of a God ſeems to be interwoven 
with our Nature; neither fix'd to Climate, 
nor Complexion; but takes in all Times, 
as well as all Places. Africans, Afraticks, 
Sc. in ſpight of Savageneſs, acknowledge 
a ſupreme Being, tho' they are miſtaken 
in their Worſhip. When America was 
firſt diſcover'd, the Barbarians there, that 
lived without Laws, without Houſes, and 
without Commerce, were ſeldom found 
without Temples, and ſome ſort of Re- 
ligion, and the Belief of a God. 

A ſavage Education, and more ſavage 


Vices, had obſcur'd the Notion; but they 


had 
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( 92) 
had not utterly defac'd it. Our Engliſh 
Atheiſts are ſtrange Creatures indeed, who 
have not Logic enough to infer, chat there 
is an inviſible Power ; by which this viſi- 
ble World, and all things in it, were at 
firſt made, and are ſtill governed. To 
ſay, that the World produc'd itſelf, or 
that it has been from Eternity, is ſenſleſs 
and abſurd. No tolerable Account can 
be given, but what we have from Moſes ; 
In the Beginning God created the Hea- 
ven and the Earth. Now if the Works 
of Nature proclaim the Power and Wiſ- 
dom of the great Author; how much 
more do Things, which are beyond the 
Power of created Nature, make it ap- 
pear? Such are the Deſtruction of the 
old World by a Flood. From whence 
came ſuch a vaſt Quantity of Waters, as 


to riſe more than 15 Cubits above the 


higheſt Mountains? Some Attempts have 

been made to account for this Prodigy: 
but they were made in vain. 

Sodom and Gomorrah were deſtroy'd by 
Fire from Heaven : Let a Naturaliſt, if 
he can, aſſign a Cauſe for this Judgment. 

Could Me/cs foretel, and then inflict the 


Plagues of Pgypt; and afterwards remove 


them by Prayer, unleſs he had been aſ- 
ſiſted by a miraculous Power and Wiſ- 
dom? 


The 


(93) 

The Red Sea parted to give Paſſage to 
Ijracl, through its Channel. Did ever 
any other Waters thus divide ? No: This 
was done by that moſt high God, who 
had taken that favourite People into his 
ProteCtion. 

To theſe I add, the miraculous Provi- 
ſion made for that People in the Wilder- 
neſs Forty Years together; the Pillar of a 
Cloud and of Fire that conducted them in 
their Journies by Night and Day, which 
gave Direction, when to march, and when 
to reſt. | 

The Being of a God farther appears 
from miraculous Judgments inflicted on 
daring Offenders. The Lord made a new 
Thing, the Earth opened her Mouth and 
ſfeoallowed up Corah and his Company, 
Numb. vi. 16. But not only Miracles of 
Vengeance, but Miracles of Mercy towards 
his People, are manifeſt Proots of a ſu- 
preme Being. The Preſervation of Noah 
and his Family in the univerſal Deluge; 
the prodigious Increaſe of Abraham and 
his Seed, are clear Proofs, that there is a 
God, who never forjaketh the Righteous. 
The Prophecies of the Old Teſtament are 
fulfill'd in the Events of the New. A 
wiſe Man may gueſs at Futurity ; but on- 
ly one acted by the Spirit of God, can 
foretell Things to come, The Prophet 

| | | 1 /aiab 


(94) 
Tſaiah foretold the Rebuilding of the City 
and Temple of Jeruſalem by Cyrus, who 
7 expreſly nam'd, above a Hundred 
ears before he was born; and this we 
all know was exactly fulfill“ d. 

Atheiſts cavil at ſome dark and hard 
Paſſages, Which are of ſmall Moment; 
and then haſtily infer, that the Scriptures 
have no Grounds, Reaſon, or Foundati— 
on at all. 
all our Saviour did, or ſufter'd ? Nothin 
of the Miracles he wrought himſelf; 
as his making the Lame to walk, and leap 
fer Fey; his opening the Ears of the Deaf ty 
hear, and giving Sight to them who were 
born Blind? His cleanſing the Lepers with 
a Word of his Mouth ; his caſting out De- 
boy and raiſing the Dead from the Grave 

Life, and, at laſt, his dying Himpelf, 
ps reviving the T bird Day by his own 
Power ? The Apoſtles alſo, after his Re- 
ſurrection, gave Health to the Sick, Sight 
to the Blind, and even Life to the Dead. 

The Deſtruction of the Temple of 
Ferujalem, the Downfall of the Jeu 
Nation, were Events no one could ex- 
pect ; yet they were foretold, and came to 
paſs. 

Chriſt ſent Twelve Fiſhermen to bring 
the World to the Obedience of the Goſ- 
pel; Succeſs waited on their n 

an 
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and crown'd their Endeavours. So that 
the Chriſtian Religion ſpread its Con- 
queſts beyond the Bounds of the Roman 
Empire. And, tho' Prejudice and Liber- 
tiniſm conſpir'd its Ruin, yet it broke 
thro' all Oppoſition; and the more it 
was perſecuted, the more it increas'd. 
Theſe are invincible Proofs of the Truth 
of our Religion; and all the Adverſaries 
thereof are but ſordid Imitators of Cel/us, 
Porphyry, or Julian the Apoſtate. All 
theſe miraculous Operations muſt con- 
vince an Infidel, if he allows the Bible 
the Credit due to the Stories of Men of 
Senſe and Honeſty. Tis truly ſaid, A 
Man cannot be an Atheiſt, without being 
firſt a Fool. 

After the Proof of a God, let a Child 
know, that this great and mighty Being 
made him; and all the things in which he 


lights, as Corn, Milk and Honey, and 


all kinds of Fruits. With what Eaſe 
then may you perſuade him entirely to 
love God? How naturally will this en- 
gage his Affections, and convince him, that 
this kind and beneficent Creator ought to 
be fear'd and obey'd ? From this Know- 
ledge, tis an eaſy Step to ſhew what Du- 
tics unavoidably follow, as praying to him 
daily, Sc. For Self-intereſt will direct 
him to offer up Petitions to Heaven : 
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from whence: he knows, he mull get al! 
the Bleſſings of this, and the next Life, 
He then will, with the moſt entire Re— 
ſignation, depend on God, (and happy 
will he be in this Dependance) who has 
Power enough to rule every thing for his 
Good; and an Inclination to help all that 
truſt in him. Former Ages will tell, the 
Wonders of God's Love ſhewn to his 
faithful Servants; How he melted the 
Rocks to refreſh his People's Thirſt; How 
he made his Angels Stewards of their 
Proviſion, and fed them in the Wilder- 
neſs with the Bread of Heaven. And 
that the Youth may never let his Affecti- 
ons grow cold ; prove to him, that God's 
eternal Love will he {till the ſame to him, 
and all that rely on his providential Care. 


Then, what Fulneſs of Joy and undi- 


ſturb'd Pleaſure will he every where, and 
at all times find! Does he fall into 
Trouble ? He has God to be his Comfor- 
ter. Is his Wealth ſnatch'd from him: 
God 1s the Support of rhe Poor. Is he 
viſited with Sickneſs, or Calamities of any 
other kind ? God will relieve him. The 
Almighty alone is proportioned to all hi 


Wants. Now, this Happineſs is no vain, 


tranſitory, impertect Thing; ſuch as the 

Children of this World vainly covet ; but 

a ſolid, laſting, and exquiſite Delight. 
An 
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And if at any time his heavenly Fa- 
ther, for the Trial of his Patience, ſhall 
withdraw from him the Light of his 
Countenance; yet even then, he will pre- 
ſerve him from ſad Diſtruſt; and this 
Conſideration, that he is under the Con- 
duct of a Wiſe, Almighty Governor, will 
be his Safety in the moiſt melancholy Cir- 
cumſtances. The utmoſt Powers and 
Malice of Fortune, Enemies and Devils 
combin'd together, cannot hurt him. 
However, let it be conſider'd, that tho' 
a well inſtructed Youth is a Favourite of 
Heaven; yet Tribulation may be diſtri- 
buted to him, and to all the Sons of Men; 
diſtributed in large Meaſure even to the 
Righteous, as well as to Sinners. Thou— 
ſands being expos'd to ſore Trials, and 
not able to bear them with Mceknelts; 
have run diſtracted, or come to a fearful 
End. No Tongue then can expreſs the 
Happineſs of them, who had early and 
right Notions of God imprels'd upon 
their Spirits; who therefore have no vio- 


lent Shocks upon their Patience; but are 


calmly diſpoſed to embrace Afflictions, 
which others ſo much dread. Cou'd we 
but once arrive at this happy Temper, the 
Croſſes of Life wou'd ccaſe to give us 
great Diſturbance; nay, they wou'd pleaſe 
and comfort our Hearts, on the Conſide- 

H ration 


1 
f 


2 ales Br 1 


—— — — 


— — — 
— — — — 


— — — — 
— 


— 


(98) 
ration of their being ſent by the Author 


of all our Happineſs: and that his pre- 
ſent Affliction will as certainly be follow- 
ed with Joy, as that Summer ſucceeds 
Winter. 

How can any rational Creature forbear 
giving his moſt unfeigned Thanks; and 
from the bottom of his Heart, adoring 
God, his kindeſt Friend, who extends to 
unworthy Wretches ſuch marvellous Care 
and Compaſſion, and orders all things for 
the beſt? The Lad acted by Love towards 
his kind Creator, will fly with eager 
haſte ; will do every thing with Chear- 
fulneſs and Pleaſure ; and be the Quality 
of any new Favour what it will, it only 
ſerves to render him more grateful to its 
Author. Love is never tired with La- 
bour, nor oppreſs'd with Afflictions, nor 
diſcouraged by Fear ; but like a ſtrong 
Flame, riſes upward, and breaks through 
all Oppoſition : Ir inſpires Truſt, even 
in Times of Calamity and Diſcomfort. 
The want of this heavenly Diſpoſition, 
is the Cauſe of Mens Impatience under 
the Afflictions, which the divine Provi- 
dence thinks fit to inflict; or, they un- 
willingly do, what his Will declares fit to 
be per form'd; and every little Accident 
draws off their Affections: a clear Proof 
that they never were, what the Apoſtle 
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enjoins all to be, r9gted and grounded in 
Love. If you make him know all this, 
the reſt 1s eaſy, and follows naturally. 
All who talk at a looſe rate, and ſpeak 
ill of God and his holy Word, arc only 
Men, who are condemn'd and denounc'd 
againſt by the ſevere Threats of the Go- 
ſpel. But how daring is it, that con- 
ceited Sinners preſume to draw their 
Tongues and Pens againit this ſacred 
Book, indited by the Holy Ghoſt? That 
Book, by which ms ſhall infallibly be 
judg' d at the laſt Day? "Tis the Misfor- 
tune of our Country, as it was of Rome, 
to have Catalines lying in wait to corrupt 
Youth. For which Reaſon, among o— 
thers, I have dwelt the longer on this 
Head. For we live in an Age, when 
there is an univerſal Complaint of a Cor- 
ruption of good Manners; ſo poiſon'd 
are too many in their Doctrinals, that 
they deny the very Fundamentals of Re- 
ligion; and ſo corrupted in their Morals, 
that ſome are worſe than the very Hea- 
thens. The Convetſation of theſe Men 
inſenſibly infinuates itſelf into the Mind, 
and with great Eate corrupts the Ileart, 
and defiles the Conſciencc. We have no 
Occaſion to prove, but rather to bewail, 
that there is ſo much Reaſon for this Com- 
plaint: and theſe gr owing Vices ought, 
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by them whoſe Office it is, to be rated 
with Pathos and Energy. If the Conta- 
gion is ſo rife, there is greater need to 
implant in tender Minds, ſound Know- 
ledge; and to do it ſo deeply, that young 
People be not fd about by every Luft, or 
Temptation, as the Sea by the Winds; 
but ſtand faſt and unmoveable, like 
Mount Sion. This early and thorough 
Acquaintance with the holy Scriptures 
will, in all likelihood, teach all requiſite 
Graces, and render a Pupil meek and 
humble, pure and chaſte, modeſt and 
gentle, patient and merciful : and in theſe 
excellent Graces, the Perfection of our 
Nature conſiſts. Tis therefore a moſt 
unpardonable Neglect, if young Scholars 
be not well furniſh'd with Weapons out 
of the Bible: for one Word of this ex- 
preſſes more, than all the Eloquence of 
Men and Angels. Write therefore theſe 
Oracles of Heaven in the Tables of their 
Hearts, and make them ſtudy the Law of 
their heavenly Maſter: A Law, that ſhews 
thein clearly their true End: A bleſſed 
Law, that will make Childrens Lives 
happy here, and lead them hereafter to 
everlaſting Felicity. This will give them 
a maſculine, brave, vigorous Reſolution 
of Mind; a ſteady Inclination, by which 
the Soul ſtands always to what 1s good, 
juſt and reaſonable, To 
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To come to Particulars; The fifth, 
ſixth, and ſeventh Chapters of St. Mat- 
thew, as containing the Subſtance of our 
Chriſtian Religion, ought to be read and 
meditated on, and learnt memoriter; that 
the Mind may be enrich'd, and the Fruits 
of them ſeen in the Pupil's Life and Con- 
verſation. 

The Epiſtles of the New Teſtament 
contain the Duries relating to all Condi- 
tions of Life, The Book of Pjalms, if 
poſſible, thou'd be got by heart. Never 
did any human Writings come up to the 
Loftineſs of thoſe inſpir'd Hyrans. They, 
if well conſider'd, will raiſe in the Soul 
flaming Affections, and teach a decent 
Behaviour in all States of Life. And 
that a young Mind be not diſcourag'd by 
obſcure Paſſages ; nor his Head perplex'd 
with the Prophecies of Ezekiel, Daniel, 
or the Revelations; which are fo far from 
helping the Ignorant, that in all proba- 
bility they will lead them into fatal Er- 
rors; a wiſe Educator will ſhew which 
are the eaſieſt and moſt inſtructive Books; 
and make choice of ſuch Portions of 
Scripture, as inform and give a pious 


Turn to the Heart. What can be found 


ſo maſterly in mourning Strokes, ſo mo- 
ving and tender, as Jeremy's Lamentati- 


ons? Oh! that my head were waters, and 
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mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I might 


weep day and night. O, all ye that paſs by, 
behold and ſee, if there be any ſorrow like 
my ſorrow * Who is not enabled to de- 
ſpiſe the World, by meditating on the 
| Book of Eccleſiaſtes? How effectually is 
Patience taught by the Book of Job? What 
admirabie Inſtructions do Solomon's Pro- 
verbs afford? In order to benefit by hea:- 
ing theſe inſpir'd Authors, when the Pre- 
cepts of good Life occur; teach your 
Pupil thus to ſay with himſelf, Theſe 
Laws are God's holy Will, which I daily 
pray may be done, with the ſame Fidelity by 
Men on Earth, as tis obey'd by the heaven- 
ly Hes. How have I perform'd this? 
hat Duttes have I neglected? When you 
read of Abraham's ſtedfaſt Faith, of Jo- 
ſepl's Chaſtity, of Job's Patience under 
Affliction, think that the Holy Ghoſt hath 
recorded thoſe things, to excite you to an 
Imitation of their Virtues. When Threat- 
nings are denounc'd againſt Sinners, let 
theſe Threats curb your ſinful Appetites. 
TLiis objected, that the learning ſome 
Parts of the Bible, as is advis'd, will 
take up that Time, which the Scholar is 
to ſpend in Learning, Poetry and Oratory 
out of heathen Authors. I anſwer, That 
the Wiſe of all Ages are, and ever were 
of Opinion, that no human Compoſures 
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can come up to ſome lofty, grand, and 
majeſtick Paſſages of holy Writ; as the 
Song of Moſes, I will ſing unto the Lord, 
Exod. xv. 1. Of Deborah, Praiſe ye the 
Lord, &c. Judg. v. 2. Of Hannah, My 
Heart rejoiceth in the Lord, 1 Sam. ii. 
Give ear, O ye heavens, &c. Deut. xxx11, I. 
Who am I, O Lord God? 2 Sam. vii. 18. 
I ſaw the Lord fitting on a throne, &c. 
1 Kings xxii. 19. Bleſſed be thou, O Lord 
God of Iſrael, &c. 1 Chron. xxix. 10. 
Hear, O heavens; and give ear, O earth, 
&c. Iſaiah i. 2. Bring the moſt patheti- 
cal Poems, the moſt labour'd Orations of 
Tully and Demoſthenes, and ſee if they can 
compare with theſe pious Breathings. 

I cow'd with Delight have tranſcrib'd 
theſe and others, but for Brevity's Sake at 
preſenr, only point out ſome of them. 
The Souls of theſe Autnors were touch'd 
with a heavenly Flame. I appeal there- 
fore to all Chriſtians, if 'tis not more ad- 
viſable to furniſh the Heads of young 
Gentlemen and Ladies with ſuch noble 
Subjects, as ſer forth the Glory of God, 
and the grateful Acknowledgments of pi- 
ous Men for his Mercies; than to conta- 
minate and defile the Mind with profane 
and libidinous Writings. Our conceited 
modern Wits think every thing in the Bi- 
ble ſo mean and flat, as nor to deſerve one 
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careful Thought. But all who have a 
Taſte for Learning, find ſuch lofty Strains 
there, as are not to be found in Horace 
and Pindar. We have no unnatural Rants 
in the Scripture; no high ſwelling Words; 
no falſe Pomp and Ornament; but a great, 
noble, and marvellous Simplicity of Lan- 
guage reigning every where; ſuited to the 
Capacities of the Weak; and yet ſuch 
Depths as may exerciſe the Judgment of 
the moſt Learned. Never did Majeſty 
ride in more Splendor, than in the De- 
ſcription of the divine Power, Job Xxxviii, 
xxxix, xl. 

The Greek and Latin Poets have ex- 
erted their utmoſt Abilities in deſcribing 
an excellent Horſe. But how dull, how 
flat are all their lahour'd Deſcriptions, if 
you read of the Horſe in Job *®, Ha. 
thou given the horſe ſtrength? Haſt thou 


clothed his neck <vith thunder? The glory of 


his noftrils is terrible, &c. All the Ele- 
gances of Plato, the celebrated Periods 
of Cicero, are mean in compariſon of the 
Beautics we find in ſeveral Parts of the 
Old Teſtament. The loftieſt Flights of 
Pagan Eloquence cannot compare with 
the Sublimity of theſe ſcriptural Paſlages; 
As 1 live, faith the Lord, I have no plea- 
ſure in the death of the wicked : but that 
Job xxxix. 19, —.— 
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the wicked man turn from his way, and 
live. Turn ye, turn ye from your evil 
ways; for why will ye die, O houſe of I/ 
rael, I cou'd ſhew from many other 
Places in the Old Teſtament, that the 
Dignity of Expreſſion far outdoes what- 
ever has been ſaid by the brighteſt hea- 
then Authors. At the plain Narration 
of the Interview Jeſeph had with his 
Brethren, when he was made known to 
them, we are concern'd and mov'd, as if 
we had been Eye-Witneſles ta it. 

As for the New Teſtament, the Style 
of it is perſpicuous and lively, plain and 
majeſtick ; underſtood with Eaſe by the 
Vulgar, and yet entertaining to Men of 


the greateſt Abilities. When the ſacred 


Hiſtorians give an Account of our Lord's 
heavenly Diſcourſes and Miracles, 'tis 
done with ſuch Plainneſs and Energy, 
that we readily embrace the Doctrine, 
and ſeem to ſee the Miracles in the moſt 
open View. How moving, how pathe- 
tical is our Saviour's Addreſs? What Vi- 
gor and winning Compaſſion, what a 
Strain of Tenderneſs is in this kind Re- 
proof, * O Teruſalem, e ! thou 
that killeſt the Prophets, and ſtoneſt thoſe 
who are ſent unto thee, how often would J 
bave gather d thy children together, as 4 

* Matth, Xxili. 37, | 


hen 
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hen gathereth her chickens, and ye would 
not? The ſame Compariſon is us'd by 
Euripides and Sophocles with all Care and 
Tenderneſs of Compaſſion; yet their mo- 
ving Expreſſions are obſcur'd by this Ex- 
probation of our Saviour. The Parable 
of the prodigal Son is an - inimitable De- 
ſcription of fatherly Tenderneſs, and ne- 
ver equall'd by any Apologue of the hea- 

then Authors. 
There is not one Beauty of genuine 
manly Eloquence, but may be found in 
St. Paul's Epiſtles. Before he had began 
to work Miracles, he confounded the 
Fews at Damaſcus, and baffled the Greeks, 
and other Adverſaries, who not being able 
to bear being conquer'd by his-Eloquence, 
were enrag'd, and provok'd to kill him. 
The Letters of the Apoſtles are generally 
written in an eaſy, pleaſant, and familiar 
Style. Even St. Peter, without the Ad- 
vantage of Education, is ſometimes e- 
ual in the marvelous and majeſtick to 
the learned Scholar of Gamaliel. Theſe 
Writings, tho' ſuited to the Capacities of 
the Vulgar and Illiterate, are alſo fit for 
the Conviction of the Wiſe and Great. 
With what nervous Eloquence does St. 
Paul deſcribe the Weakneſs of thoſe Chri- 
ſtians, that are deluded by Deceivers? He 
calls them Infants, unſteady and triiling ; 
compares 
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compares them to Ships ww:thout Ballaſt, 
toft by the Waves, and the Sport of Winds. 
If I was to give a full Account of the 
noble Eloquence of St. Paul, I muſt 
tranſcribe the greateſt Part of his Works. 
Tis objected ſtill, that there are in the 
facred Writings many Soleciſms; as, ſud- 
den Tranſitions from one Number to a- 
nother, contrary to the common Rules 
of Grammar ; but theſe are real Beauties, 
and the moſt valuable Claſſics juſtify ſuch 
Liberties And when St. Paul owns, 
My ſpeech and my preaching was not «with 
enticing words of man's w:/dom ; he only 
are we ſophiſtical Oratory. When the 
Writers of the New Teftament are 
charg'd with Meanneſs of Style, tis 
meant, there are not in them thoſe gaudy 
Ornaments of Language, which was ad- 
mir'd in thoſe Days. Chriſt's Diſciples 
were to convert Mankind; therefore plain 
Language, underſtood by the Learned and 
Unlearned, beft anſwer'd their Defign. 

The Phraſe of the inſpir'd Writings, 
tho different from that of common Wri- 
ters, and inimitable by Men; for ſome- 
times ſuch is its Majeſty and Grandeur: 
yet when it undertakes to perſuade, in- 


ſtruct and move the Paſſions; the World 


cou'd never ſhew the Writings, that have 
ſuch an Inffuence and Power to accom- 
pliſh that Deſign. How 
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How the young Scholar ſhall help his 
Memory, and call to mind what he hath 
read, and be able to cite many Books and 
Authors; how he ſhall better his Judg- 
ment, and compare one Subject with a- 
nother, and diſcern Truth from Falſhood: 
How he ſhall advance in Languages 
and Knowledge; what Books ought to 
be read; what Authors yield moſt Proit 
and Delight; where are the moſt beauti- 
ful Pages of the Poets, Hiſtorians, and 
Orators, for many Reaſons, I preſume 
not to direct. Parents who have any Paſ- 
ſion for their Childrens Proſperity, muſt 
find out Perſons duly qualified to teach 
theſe things. Tis certain, that all who 
take upon them this important Truſt, are 
not capable of diſcharging it well. And 
yet our young Gentlemen, nobly born, 
the Hopes of the Nation's future Glory, 
are often entruſted with an inſignificant, 
run-away Frenchman alone; who will be 
ſure to inſtill into his Charge, Froth and 
Vanity; but he knows not to form the 
Mind to any thing great and laudable. 
Such whiffling, conceited, and injudici- 
ous Men, who can't penetrate into a Lad's 
Thoughts, and find out his Temper and 
Inclination, know little or nothing of 
the Art of Education: 'The Husband- 
man enquires diligently into the N __ 
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of his Fields, that he may ſtock them ac- 
cordingly ; or in vain will he expect a 
plentiful Harveſt. Some Lads are bold, 
others fearful; ſome obſtinate and ſtub- 
born, others modeſt, ſoft and tractable. 
The outward Lineaments of the Face 
and Body do not differ more, than the 
Temper of their Minds. When there- 
fore your Pupil 1s at Play, and thinks 
nothing of your Eye over him, watch 
narrowly what are his predominant Paſ- 
ſions, whether he be fierce or mild, im- 
pudent or modeſt, tender-hearted or cru- 
el; as theſe differ, the Methods of ma- 
naging muſt be alſo different. Conſtitu- 
tional Inclinations are not eaſily cur'd by 
Rules; with Art and Sagacity they may 
be much mended, and nnd to good 
Purpoſes: but notwithſtanding all that 
can be done, the Biats will hang on Na- 
ture's Side. The main thing to be conti- 
der'd in every Action of the Youth, is, 
what Influence it will have on his Mind; 
what Habit it tends to, and is like to 
ſettle in him; and if it be permitted, 
whither it will lead him: and how it will 
become him, when he is a Man. For, 
as Mr. Locke obſerves, 'Trs not enough that 
a Tutor ſhou'd have Languages and Learn- 


ing; but he muſt underſtand the Ways of 


Carriage, and the Rules of Civility in all 
| the 
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the Variety of Perſons; and keep his Pu- 
pil, as much as his Age requires, conſtant! 
to the Obſervation of them. For, tho he 
has Learning, if tis not well manag'd, it 
will make him but the more impertinent, 
vain, and intolerable in Converſation. The 
Tutor by degrees will inform hisWard of 
the Vices of the Age, and caution him 
againſt the baſe Deſigns of thoſe, who 


 wou'd lead him from the Paths of Virtue, 
He will alſo ſet before him the Examples 


of ſuch, as have been undone; that by | 


the Diſeaſes, Beggary and Shame of hope- 
ful young Men brought to Ruin, he may 
be made to ſee, how thoſe, who by Pre- 


tence of Reſpect, led them to Deſtructi- 


on ; do now laugh at, and deſpiſe them, 
when they come to Shame and Diſgrace. 
The Scriptures acquaint us, that Men 
will depart from the Faith; that in the laſt 
days there will be Scoffers. Theſe Scoffers 
are come. For look abroad into the 
World; and you'll find many, who think 
it a Piece of Wit and Bravery, to outrage 
the Law proclaim'd from Heaven, and 
written with the Finger of God. A Set 
of Men entirely govern'd by their brutiſh 
Appetites; who laugh at the Hope of ſe- 
rious Chriſtians, as if their Belief was 
not rationally grounded. They are very 
ambitious of being thought bright in 
2 Conver- 
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Converſation; but can give no other Proof 
of the Depth of their Underſtandings, 
than to talk like Fools and Madmen. 
The chief Aim of theſe pretended Wits, 
is to unhinge Chriſtianity, and diſcourage 
the ſerious Profeſſors of it. Many here- 
tical Books have been publith'd of late 
Years, and wicked Principles propaga- 
ted abroad; and tho' they are of ſhallow 
and weak Reaſoning, yet they are prodi- 
giouſly cry d up in the World. The fun- 
damental Articles of our Faith have been 
openly oppos'd; Myiteries derided, and 
even the High-Prieſt of our Profeſſion 
treated with Blaſphemy. Natural Reli- 
gion magnified, with no other Deſign, 
but to deſtroy Reveal'd, and ſo to make a 
Gap, that Vice, and all ſinful and de- 
bauch'd Appetites may enter in. You 
may obſerve, that they who applaud theſe 
looſe Writers, are generally opinionative, 
proud or profligate 'Perſons, who catch 
hold of any poor Argument to draw them 
into Infidelity; that their Fears of a fu- 
ture State may be a little quieted. They 
only hate Religion, becauſe that threatens 
their infamous Deeds with Puniſhment, 
which ſhall never have an end. But to 
our great Comfort, tiicte Apoſtates, who 
bring railing Accuſations againſt Chriſti- 
anity, are but few; the Miſery 1s, that 

We 
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we find a Diſpoſition in many to hearken 
to thoſe ſordid Imitators of ancient Inf. 
dels and Hereticks. We know, that there 
is no Revelation from Heaven ſo holy, 
but may be ridicul'd by impious Blaſphe. 
mers; but ſurely never were Men be— 
tray d at ſo eaſy a rate, as now: For, in 
the late Writings of theſe Men, there is 
ſuch a Complication of impotent Malice, 
Tautology, and groſs Ignorance, that no 
one cou'd be influenc'd by them, but 
| ſuch as had before a great Aptitude to 
embrace falſe Doctrines. But many learn- 
ed Men *, with unanſwerable Arguments, 
have confuted thoſe ſophiſtical Adverſa- 
ries of our Religion. The Parents, or 
Tutor, who have hitherto preſerv'd a 
Youth untainted, will now eſpecially 
think themſelves oblig'd, before he goes 
abroad into this World of Danger, to 
teach him, that as he has been dedicated 
to the Service of God, ſo he ought to 
keep true to that Engagement, and fight 
manfully under the Royal Standard of 
Chriſt. He is a thoughtleſs Mariner, 
who without Skill commits himſelf bold- 
ly to the great and wide Sea, wherein are 


Rocks, Quickſands, and other Dangers, 


* Biſhop of London, Biſhop of Durham, Biſhop 
of Litchfield, Biſhop of Bangor, Dr. Materland, 
Dr. Trap, &c. | 


with- 
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without Number; on which the Careleſs 
run their Veſſels, and ſuffer Shipwreck 
every Day. A Lad therefore, beſet with 
a Variety of Dangers, ſhou'd be well 
fortified, and told, that he muſt have re- 
courſe for Armour to the Armoury of 
God, the holy Scriptures; there he'l} 
find Weapons fitting his ſeveral Wants ; 
there is ſuch Strength, ſuch Virtue and 
Power, as will cauſe his Adverſaries, tho 
ever ſo fierce and potent, to recoil. He 
muſt be perpetually converſant in thoſe 
ineſtimable Writings, which have all the 
Treaſures of divine Wiſdom. They de- 
ſerve to be the firſt and laſt of their Stu- 
dies: for read them often, yer they will 
always afford freſh Pleaſure and Improve- 
ment. But tho' I dare not direct what 
Books will beſt promote Education, when 
and how to be read; yet I cannot but ad- 
viſe, that Youth ſhould not have a Sight 
of Romances. Ir is true indeed, that all 
Epic Poems are in ſome reſpect Roman- 
ces. But Homer and Virgil are approv'd 
ones, as teaching nothing but honourable 
and vii tuous Actions; and ſo, it may be, 
are Barclay his Argenis, and Telemachus. 
But how comes it to paſs, that ſo many 
young People delight in vicious Roman- 
ces? 'Theſe Fables, we know, are all 


Lies; yet Pleaſure is taken in ſtudying the 


I imagi- 
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imaginary Adventures they contain. To 
theſe may be added, unchaſte Songs, lewd 
Plays and laſcivious Writings, which will 
alſo taint the Soul: As'tis not ſafe to viſit a 
Peſt-houſe without a Preſervative; ſo is it 
dangerous for Youth, unleſs fortified with 
good Principles, to look into lewd Books; 
for theſe dart Poiſon to the Heart; inſen- 
fibly leading it aſtray, by enlivening the 


Paſſions, and debauching the Will: Thou- 


ſands, who otherwiſe had been grave, 
ſound, and uſeful Members of the Com- 
monwealth, by thoſe deceitful Entice- 
ments and Romances, and other ſuch in- 
fectious Compoſitions, have been miſera- 
bly led aſide, and ruin'd. Looſe Wri- 
tings are the Bane of Youth, and murther 
Souls as ſure as Arſenick kills Bodies, 
Their Style, their Matter, their Deſigns 
are pointed againſt Virtue: and thoſe 
that are wrote with the greateſt Art, al- 
ways bring the greateſt Danger. With 
how much Trouble are thoſe Flames, 
which are rais'd by them, extinguiſh'd? 
For, when young People have read a flou— 
riſh'd Account of enchanted Caſtles, ot 
ſumptuous Banquets, of conquering 
Beauties; what Figures will theſe fine 
Scenes draw in their Heads? With what 
Force will they make Impreſſions on their 
Hearts? Thele Hiſtories, tho' invented, 

feign'd, 
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feign'd, and falſe, will lead the Admirers 
of them into real Deſtruction. How 
many unhappy Girls have had ill Impreſ- 
ſons made on their Minds by the dange- 
100s Study of Romances, is too well 
known. When a young thing reads of 
ſome celebrated Beauty commanding all 
Hearts; ſhe'll think it a plcating Exam- 
ple for her to follow, and expects, that 
Men ſha!l be proſtrate at her Feet allo, 
Inſtead therefore of ſuch pernicious Books, 
the ſpare time that Lads have, may well 
be fill d up with the Uſe of Globes, Maps, 
Medals, or any Curioſity of Art or Na- 
ture. By this Method, the carly Dawn- 
ings of Senſe wou'd daily brighten, and 
the Underſtandings open. What Pity tis, 
that a promiſing Child (as it often "hap- 
pens) ſhou'd ſpend his rich and preg- 
nant Parts, on what will be of no mun- 
ner of Uſe? He can call over the Ducks, 
Hens and Chickens; and know the Name 
of every Dog and Horſe of his Father's 
What Waſte is here made of the molt 
precious of all things, Time; which 
might have been ſpent to good and noble 
Purpoſes? For the Child, by the tame 
Trouble, might have learnt by heart the 
Roman Emperors, our FEng:1jþ Kings, the 
famous Heroes of ſeveral Nations, and 
other ſuch Men and things, as wou'd 
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have given him more ſubſtantial Pleaſure 
and Profit. The Study of Geography is 
a dclighttul Entertainment. By this, 
Lads will behold with their Eyes the Si- 
tuation of Towns and Kingdoms. This 
is ſo pleaſant and caſy an Exerciſe, that 
It will mightily encourage young Begin- 
ners, as not requiring Thought; which 
that Age is not capable of. If a remark- 
able Hiſtory of any Town or Province be 
ſhewn, this will fix it in the Memory. A 
Iictle Chronology, or a general Notion 
of the Hiſtory of the World, may fitly 
be added. The good Examples of the 
Child's own Anceſtors and Kindred, or 
thoſe of his own Country, Age and Ac- 
quaintance, will be remember'd beſt, and 
influence moſt. The Lives of learned 
and virtuous Men, both ancient and mo- 
dern, well confider'd, will yield good In- 
ſtruction. But as theſe things can never 
be rightly underſtood without ſome little 
Knowledge of ſpeculative Geometry ; it 
will be an caſy matter to give young Lads 
as much of the Elements of that, as may 
not only make them procced with Eaſe in 
Coſmographical Learning; but alſo be 
very uſeful to them, in all forts of Cy- 

phering and mechanical Arts. 
Beſide all this, as the Knowledge of 
{peculative Geometry Icads to the Do- 
2 ctrine 
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ctrine of Infinites; and as theſe do natu- 
rally ſhew Men the Weakneſs of their 
own Underſtanding, how uſctul ir may 
be to thoſe, who ſearch into divine Mat- 
ters, was a thing not hid from our 
excellent Founder, who thought it not 
beneath him, to inſtruct many of the 
Nobility and Gentry in Mathematicks 
himſelf. 

The bad Uſe made of theſe Things by 
ſome Quacks among us, both jn the Ma- 
thematicks and Divinity, can never be an 
Objection againſt the known Effect of 
Demonſtration; which is to fix the 
Thought and the Judgment; as appcars, 
not only from our judicious and learned 
Founder, but likewiſe from that equally 
great Mathematician and Divine, Dr. Ban- 
r59Ww; to ſay nothing of the Incompara- 
ble Newt, whoſe admirable Skill in 
this profound 8 Science was equal to his 
Veneration for all reveal'd Matters? 

But above all things, tis re: quiſite that 
the Educator, being inſtead of Parent: 
and Friends, muſt himſelf be religious, 
exemplary, and grave; that he may not 
be aſham'd to have his Pupil bear a Re- 
ſemblance to him. For no Orator 1s to 
eloquent, no Tongue ſo perivaiive, to 
winning upon the Affection 8, A8 2 good 
Example ; Which will recommend, im- 
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preſs, and make the Inſtructions without 
Ditticulty bc obey'd. Children under. 
ſtand, believe, and practiſe better, if they 
ſee weir Teachers live, as they ſhew their 
Scholars to live. Example gains upon 
them, and is obſerved with Pleaſure and 
Delight. They are ſagacious enough to 
diſcern that Actions are of greater weight 
than Words; and 'tis hopelcts to expect 
that Youth will follow good Inſtructions 
when they are miiled by bad Examples 
St. Pai ſharply rebukes ſuch Thou 
that teacheft another, teacheſt thou not thy 
felf? Thou art unfit to be a Guide of the 
Blind, and Inſtructor of the Fooliſh. What 
a World of Miſchief is done by one Ex- 
ample of Avarice and Luxury? The Con- 
vertation of one effeminate Man ſoftens 
by degrees the Minds of many that live 
round about him. One powerful, rich 
Neigabour enflames Multitudes to heap 
up Wealth. One lewd Companion fires 
his Family and Neighbours with Debau— 
chery. But it muſt be own'd with Sor- 
row, that notwithſtanding the molt in- 
duſtrious Labour and Watchfulneſs of the 
Tutor, the expenſive Methods of the 
Father, the anxious Solicitude of the 
Mother, the uncommon Pains of the 
Tutor; the Youth may, thro” evil Coun- 
icllors, or his own wicked Heart, ſtart 

afidy 


( 119 ) 

aſide from the wiſe Admonitions given 
him. Too many, who in their tender 
Years have practis'd all Virtues; when 
they appear abroad, have plung' dinto all 
Vices, and debauch'd themſclves almoſt 
out of their Eſtate; but quite out of 
their Religion. 

However, Parents and Guardians have 
us'd the proper Means; it theſe Means 
fail of producing a good Effect, they 
have done their Duty, and freed their 
own Souls. But it Parents, by their 
Neglect, let ill Seed be ſown, and uſe no 
Pains to weed it out, it will ſpring up to 
their continual Shame and Reproach ; 
and to the Diſgrace of the Age: for, not 
only private Families, but Counties and 
Kingdoms are brought to nothing by Pa- 
rents over-indulging their Children in a 
ſoft, effeminate manner. Delicac y makes 
them ſlothful, and flattering Servants in 
the Houſe render them haughty and 
proud. Thus Cyrus and Darius, two 
great Captains, by being fond of Con- 
queſt abroad, and regar dleſs of their Oft- 
ſpring, in leaving them to the Manage- 
ment of effeminate Perſons at home: 
ruin'd their Poſterity, and ſtain'd theu 
own Glory. To prevent che like, ſome 
wiſe Men of Rank and Quality have 
nur'd their young ones to ater and 
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Hardſhip; as knowing, that pampering 
the Body, and indulging it in Eaſe and 
Luxury, is the certain way to debaſe the 
Soul. A rich Dreſs and Equipage will 
introduce Pride and Softneſs, rather than 
Sentiments of Honour, I dare not men- 
tion the Lacedemontans, and other wiſe 
Nations, leſt their ſtrict Diſcipline ſhou'd 
upbraid the Looſeneſs of ours. A care- 
ful Diſcipline being attended with ſuch 
good Effects, that 'tis ſurpriſing, that 
even the fondeſt of Mothers ſhou'd not 
approve of it; becaule 'tis found by the 
Experience of all Ages, that this will 
give and preſerve a good and health 
Conſtitution, and mend a weak and bad 
one. If the Youth be manag'd by the 
Model of Nature, it will maintain and 
increaſe its natural Strength and Vigor. 
Feed a Child with high ſeaſon'd Diſhes, 
Sauces and Wine even to Gluttony ; and 
you'll weaken the Veſſels appointed for 
Nouriſhment; and ſo load the Blood, 
that Nature cannot perform the Work of 
Digeſtion. From hence proceed Cho- 
licks, Convulſions, or ſuch like Diſeaſes; 
inſomuch that Multitudes of Children 
die by this means; and what Account will 
ſuch Parents be able to give, who, when 
God and Nature have bleſs'd the Child 
with a ſound Boop 0 and clean Mind, have 

injur'd 
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nur'd the firſt, and vitiated the laſt? 
And then, as to the Mind; greater Alte- 
rations are made in that, by wiſe Inſtru- 
dions; than in the Body, by Food. Let 
the Difference of two Perſons of the ſame 
Family, educated different ways, be ob- 
ſervd. How beauriful is human Nature 
in the one; how very deform'd and ugly 
in the other? The Uneducated has un- 
governable Paſſions, baſe Deſigns, inſult- 
ing over his Fellow Creatures by open 
Force; or undermining them by ſecret 
Treachery; making no other Uſe of his 
Power, than to vex and plague all that 
know him. The other, being rightly 
taught, is good-natur'd, loving and be- 
lov'd. The End for which his Superio- 
rity was given him, is, as he has been in- 
form'd, to have more Power to oblige 
Mankind: and no Character is more glo- 
rious, None more attractive of Admira- 
tion and Reſpect, than that of being dif- 
fuſively good. How often do we lee a 
ſavage Temper pride itſelf in making o- 


thers fear and tremble before it? But, 


alas! this is a poor-ſpirited and dangerous 
Device: for he that is terrible to all, is an 


Enemy to all; and all are Enemies to 


him. 
Conſider all theſe Advantages of Edu- 
cation; and 'twill be found, that this is 
the 
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the greateſt Favour that WYhitgrft could 
beſtow. All other Marks of Love thar 
Parents ſhew their Children may die, or 
be taken away by Misfortunes; but this 
will be a Treaſure to their Lives End. 
Thieves and Robbers can't force it away; 
nor the moſt induſtrious Malice of their 
Adveriaries deprive them of the ineſtima- 
ble Blefling. Riches without Learning 
may be ſo tar from bringing an Advan- 
tage, that they may be, and often are, 
the Cauſe of their Ruin. Tis therefore 


beyond diſpute, that to ſeaſon young 


Minds with wholſome Maxims, is the 
beſt Service that can be done to a King— 
dom. For when good Advice has got 
Entrance into the Heart, it will exert its 
living Efficacy in the Soul, and ſpring up 
into a delightful Variety of Graces, where- 
by the inward Man becomes as a Garden 
of Eden. 

As valuable a Bleſſing as Education is, 
every one has not a Genius to make a 
compleat Scholar. Therefore 'tis a vain 
and hopeleſs Attempt to do, what is con- 
trary to the Child's Conſtitution. We 
muſt not endeavour to alter his original 
Temper; nor make the dull and melan- 
choly become ſportive and gay. Peculiar 
Characters are ſtamp'd upon the Mind, 
which, like their Shapes, may perhaps 
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be a little mended ; but will ſcarce ever 
be totally alter'd, by the moſt watchful 
Care. Our whole Aim ſhou'd therefore 
de, to improve what Nature has given, 
and prevent the Vices the Conſtitution is 
moſt inclin'd to. 

But this Duty of wiſely inſtructing 
Youth, ſpreads ittelf into many Branches: 
therefore ſufficient Honour cannot be 
done to V hitgifi's Memory; and that of 
ſuch other Benefactors, who by building 
Schools, have promoted Learning; with- 
out opening the Proſpect; and ſhewing, 
what an Influence Education has upon 
all forts of People. I muſt therefore de- 
ſcend to Particulars, and prove how re- 
quiſite and uſeful 'ris to thoſe, 

1. That are nobly born, or plac'd in 
high Offices. 

2. To judges and Lawyers. 

3. To Magiſtrates, and private Gen— 
tlemen. 

. To che Clergy. 
5. To Traders and the common Peo- 
le. 
| And then 'twill be clear and evident, 
that the private and publick Peace and 
Advantage of Mankind depends on a re- 
cular and good Education. 

1. Learning 1s requiſite and uſeful to 
Men nobly born, and plac'd in high oe 
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fices. When a Perſon of Rank firſt enter: 
on any Poſt of Honour, the Eyes of all 
Men are upon him. Fame makes it x 
great Part of its Buſineſs, to tell abroad 
every thing that a great Man ſhall do, or 
ſay. He is narrowly watch'd, and can 
no more be conceal'd, than the Sun in the 
Firmament. For every Company makes 


him the Subject of their Diſcourſe ; and 


narrowly obſerves, how he will act hi; 
Part; whether he will follow the Tn- 
ſtructions of the Wiſe and judicious; or 
whether, forgetting the Obligations of 
his honourable Station, he will ſuffer 
himſelf to be carried off by Folly and 


wicked Inclinations. Cauſes of the laſt 


Importance come to be determined by 
ſuch Men, from whom there lies no Ap- 
peal. Then it will appear of what great 
Moment tis, to have good Senſe, and a 
ſound Judgment. For the Welfare or 
Ruin of many hundreds, may be owing 
to their Care or Neglect. The Claſſics 
do not amuſe and divert Men only with 
artificial Turns of Words; bnt they im- 
prove the Scholars Reaſon, and enlarge 
their Knowledge. The ſtrong Senſe and 
manly Thoughts of elegant Authors wil! 
give them a ſound Judgment, and enable 
them better to diſcern what is right and 
wrong. 

Perſons 
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Perſons of high Birth are generally 
pleſs'd with a lively and clear Wit: but 
without ſome previous Rules before they 
act, they will not be found ſolid and ju- 
dicious : They may too eaſily be byaſs'd, 
or not able to fathom Matters to the bot- 
tom. Now, if a wrong Judgment is 
made, how terrible may be the Conſe- 
quence? Children yet unborn ſhall la- 
ment and bewail the Misfortunes they 
ſuffer by weak and ſhallow Arbitrators. 
But, as the Want of Knowledge is a great 
Misfortune; fo the Want of Integrity of 
Heart is a much greater, For what Mi- 
ſeries follow upon the Adminiſtration of 
Men in high Places; who, if they can 
enrich themſelves, and raiſe their own 
Families, regard not the Honour of a 
Kingdom, nor the Joy and Comfort of 
the People? Tis a fad Cafe, indeed it is, 
when the Luſtre of Gold ſhall dazzle 
Men out of Conſcience; when they 
vainly think their high Birth, or high 
Station, ſhall plead for them in the moſt 
unjuſt Actions. Do Gentlemen deſire to 
be in Favour with their Fellow-Crea- 
tures? Let them put on good Humour, 
decent Behaviour, and noble Diſpoſiti- 
ons; and they'll gain more Reſpect in the 
World, than by making a Shew with 


Scarlet and gaudy Trappings. Old Fa- 


brictus, 
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bricius, in his mean Habit, was more 
eſteem'd and fear'd, than Caligula in all 
his State and Bravery. 

An antient Family is valued in all Part; 
of the Earth. But the Worth of it pro- 
ceeded at firſt from ſome good Quality, 
for which their Anceſtors were eminent; 
great Atchievements in War; or doing 
ſome particular Service to their Country in 
Times of Peace. Theſe Accompliſhment; 
diſtinguiſh a Man's Family, and derive 


Honour down on thoſe who deſcend from 


them; yet ſome People have little regard 
to a Man's Blood, and the Antiquity of } 


his Deſcent ; but lay the Streſs of their 
Worth and Tonour upon their perſonal 
Actions. That ought not to be reputed 
ours, ſay they, which was long before we 
had a Being. For how can a Man value 
himſelf upon a Thing which is none of 
his? The moſt trifling inſignificant 
Wretch alive may ſhare in this good For- 
tune. They who have nothing elle to 
recommend thein to the Eſteem of the 
World, but the Blood of theu Anceſtors, 
generally make great Boaſts of their Fa- 
milies. But theſe Boaſters Have no true 
Worth of their own when they rely upon 
that of other Men; whereas he tlat ac- 
quires Honour by his own worthy Actions, 


has a full and undoubted Claim to 1t. 
'This 
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This is certain, that Perſons well deſcend- 
ed ought to be excited by a noble Ance- 
ſtry ro emulate their Glory, and not 
throw a Blot upon their Memories by 


Sloth and ſhameful Doings. Some of 


the great and nobly born think themſelves 
conſiderable while they have Power, and 
that their Fame will be always flouriſh- 
ing, always precious in the Mouths of 
Poſterity ; bur alas! they are greatly mi- 
ſtaken; for when they are laid under 


Ground they are out of remembrance, 


unleſs by the Endowments of the Mind 
they have done ſomething worthy to be 
preſerved in the Memories of Mankind. 
He therefore that has been taught in 
ſome Place of Literature, that the Power 
wherewith he is inveſted comes from on 
high, that his original Commiſſion is 
ſealed in Heaven, will, tis likely, purſue 
the Honour of his native Country; his 
brave and publick Spirit has no mean 
Things in view, but aims only at the 
Good of the whole; he has been told, 
that he acts not for Men, but as a Vice- 
gerent to the ſupreme Judge, to whom 
muſt be given a ſtrict Account of the Ta- 
lents committed to his Charge; and if 
he is not forgetful of ſuch wiſe Inſtru- 
tions, no great Perſonage can any more 
hinder him from doing right, than he can 

1 ſtop 


2 
— . —— 


— — — 


E 
ſtop the Sun. His Courage will enable 
him to ſtand his Ground againſt the So]. 
licitations of great Men, and the Requeſt 
of Friends, who think they have a Right 
to his Intereſt. What Reſolution of Mind 
is enough to harden him againſt the Pray. 
ers, Tears, and mournful Complaints of 
the Afflicted? for theſe have a plauſible 
Pretence to move Compaſſion, even to 


the perverting of Juſtice. But a Perfon | 


truly taught, will not be aw'd by Great- 
neſs of Power, nor ſoften'd by the Miſe- 
ries of the Clamorous. God himſelf, 


who is Mercy in the higheſt degree, hay- ! 


ing ſaid, Thou ſhalt not receive a Gift, i | 


blind thine Eyes therewith, neither ſhalt 


thou accept the Perſon of the Mighty; found 


it alſo neceſſary for the Good of Man- 
kind to add the other Command, Theu 


halt not favour a poor Man in his Cauſe. | 
Tis the Duty of the Great to believe they !? 
are rais'd to oppoſe the Devices of Satan, 


and to let the World know, that 'tis glo- 


rious to obey God, openly in the Sight of 


the World, by publickly profeſſing, and 


leading a Life becoming Men ſo highly 
diſtinguiſhed by many and many Favours. 
Yet alas! we often ſee, that Titles and 


honourary Badges, which diſtinguiſh che 
Nobility from the Croud, and the Ho- 
nour paid them on account of theſe Ad- 

vantages, 


Cauſe of Truth, Picty and Virtue, this 
K 


1 
vantages, fill their Heads with high Ima- 
ginations of themſelves, and a haughty 
Contempt of others. The Pretence of 
Quality has emboldened ſome to act at 
ſuch a rate, that they have become at 


length the Scandal of Chriſtianity, and 


the Reproach of human Nature. The 
dazling Splendor of their Equipage, and 
the Applauſes of the admiring Multitude, 
have made them forget they were Men. 
They look'd upon it as their Glory to 
contemn the Laws of God written with 
his own Finger, as if the Greatneſs of 
their Impiety made them ſo much the 
greater Men. Satan, the grand Adverſary 
of Mankind, is very buſy and active to 
repreſent to the Nobility, all Allurements 
with the greateſt Advantage; his reſtleſs 
Malice makes him perpetually exerciſe 
his Machinations, Wiles and Devices for 
their Ruin. With what Care and Dili— 
gence then ought Men to avoid his Snares, 
and be Examples of Goodneſs, that they 
may gain other Proſclytes? for great 
Numbers we know will tollow great Ex- 
amples. I am ſure this doth well become 
their Quality; and if they ſnall thus walk 
before others, with a good Example, la- 
bouring to put a Stop to the ſpreading In- 
fection of Sin, and courageoully aſſert the 
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ſnall be their Glory and Ornament, and 
will procure the Bleſſings of Heaven on 
their Endcavours for the Good of the 
Earth: fo ſhall they do their King and 
their Country more real Service than all 
the Taxes that flow into the Royal Trea- 
ſury. Vice and Diſſoluteneſs of Manners 
(the Increaſe of which all good People 
bewail) create Diſturbances in the State, 
and as naturally tend to-the Subverſion of 
a Kingdom, as undermining the Founda- 
tion of a Houſe does to the throwing it 
down. For all the Wiſe with one Con- 
ſent declare it impoſſible for a Society of 
Men to proſper, nay, ſo much as to ſub- 
fiſt long, who have baniſh'd Religion 
from among them. Therefore, what nau- 
ſeous, baſe Flatterers are they, who pre- 
tend it ſafe for Governors, that all under 
them ſhould be abandon'd to Wickedneſ; 
and Vice? For this, they argue, emaſcu- 
lates their Minds, and makes them more 
ſervile and obedient. But the contrary of 
this is true; for the more vicious Men 
are, the more unruly they prove ; good 
People are with Eaſe kept in order, they 
had rather ſubmit with Reverence and a 
good Conſcience, than cauſe Diſorders. 
Thoſe Noblemen therefore are publick 
Bleſſings, who will ſet themſelves to re- 
buke Vice, and repreſs the flaming Ini- 
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quities the Land groans under; who ex- 
ert themſelves in a righteous Cauſe, and 
make Sin become, once more, a Work of 
Darkneſs ; who, in order to this, like the 
Angel of the Lord, ſtand in the way of 
bold Offenders, with a Sword in their 
Hand, to puniſh flagrant Crimes. This 
may with Eaſe be done; for that Perſons 
of high Birth and Quality have a great 
Aſcendant over their Inferiors, is what 
they know, and ſeem to put no ſmall Va- 
lue on; and if they will uſe their Power 
to do Service to the Kingdom, this will 
juſtly recommend them to the Love and 
Favour of Mankind; and when the En- 
hgns of their Honour ſhall be laid by, 
their glorious Deeds ſtall give a laſting 
Credit to their Poſterity. 

Some Perſons of Condition picad an 
Exemption from doing any great Things 
in the World, as being unable becauſe 
they never had a learned Education. This 
is their Plea: Ve have lien bred up in Sloth 
and Tdleneſs; O that wwe had not loft the 
precious Time of our Youth ! But now the 
Werld has tagen hold of us; Niver/con and 
Company muſt be had, or we ſhall be eat up 
with Melancholy or the Spleen. They frame 
to themſelves frighiful Images of the 
Hardſhip of Learning and Picty, as if they 
were to be reftrain' d from all the Liber- 
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tics that vive a Reliſh to Converſation: 
But all this is putting, a Lion in the Way, 
and contriving Exculcs to cover Lazincis, 
Some we hear talk much of ſetting about 
Knowledge ; they talk of it with great 
Delight; but afcer all do nothing. They 
would not thus live at random, if they 
call'd to their Remembrance what the 
came into the World for. But alas! they 
regard not the Dignity ot their Nature, but 
act as if they were a Work of Chance, or 
Creatures of Pleature, only to ſport and 
play. For let that be granted, which is 
too plain to be denied, and too ſhaineful 
to be detended, that many unkind Pa. 


rents have neglected the Hopes of a great | 


Family; the Tutor in this Caſe mull ſoon 
enter into Diſcipline, and ſhew, ihat ti 
more gentcel to learn, tho' late, than to 
live on in Blindneſs and Ignorance ; he 
will put them into a quick and eaſy Me- 
thod of ſtudying, that the Perſon may 
regain the loſt Time, and even yet make 
a handſome Figure among the Learned: 
Such reſolute Attempts have been made, 
and not without Succeſs. Should the 
Father of a young Nobleman make an 
Altenation of an entail'd Eſtate, the Hei: 
would ſtruggle to recover his Right; 
why then does he fit down fo contented- 
ly under the want of an Education, which 

15 


df 


4 

is as much his Birthright as any ſettled 
Inheritance? If the Attempts of recover- 
ing loſt Time ſhall ſucceed, fee how ma- 
ny and how great Conſequences will fol- 
low ; he will find an exalted Pleaſure, and 
taſte how much the Cree and Reman 
Languages excel the Eugliſſi in Strength 
and Delicacy. Grecz and Latin are true 
Sterling all over the World: and the 
Knowledge of the Clatiic!:s, univerſally 
ſtudied and admired in all Ages an- 1 Kind- 
doms, will give a god Sy {tem of ſound 
Morals, and quality the Student for all 
Undertakings. His Knowledge may re- 
commend him to Offices of the Ingeſt 
Truſt and Honour, in the faithful * la- 
nagement of which he'll become emi- 
nently illuſtrious, and a publick Blethng 
to Mankind. He may Eve. Counſel to 
his Sovereign, or afſiſt in making Laws. 

The greater the Eſtate any one 1s bleſt 
with, the greater is the Need of Diſcre- 
tion to enable the Poſſeſſor to judge, chuſe 
and act in all Affairs; to look into, and 
examine the Accounts given in by Stew- 
ards and Servants; and proportion his In- 
come to his Eſtate. How otherwitc can 
he live ſuitably to his high Birth, and a- 
void running into Debt; and yet have 
wherewith to be rich in good ii ond, as 
feeding the Hungry, cloathing the Na- 
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ked, &c. or, what is better, doing good 
to the Souls of the Ignorant by Inſtructi- 
on, or giving away Books of Piety? For 
Nobiemen of great Fortunes are hung 
out, like Lamps, to ſhine and guide 
them who walk in Darkneſs and Error, 

f.rother good Deſign of Whitgift, and 
other Builders of Flaces for Literature, 
was to furniſh the Land with upright and 
able Judges and Lawyers. 

Ihe Law is the ſole Standard of Right 
and Wrong; the very Baſis of Govern- 
ment, and that which alone preſerves So- 
ciety. It protects the Peaſant from Sla- 
very; the Nobility, and all in high Pla- 
ces, from the violent Encroachments of 
the Multitude. As the Profeſſion is 
praiſe-worthy and honourable; ſo we 
have had many Examples of its Profeſ- 
ſors, whom Flattery cou'd not prevail 
with, nor Threats compel to doa baſe, un- 
worthy thing. The Poor have been defend- 
ed, and the great Wrong: doer punith'd, 
I cou'd mention ſome, whoſe inflexible 
Probity gives a Luſtre to the Scarlet: 
Some, whole Integrity, as well as Know- 
ledge, can vie with the moſt upright 
Judges of Antiquity. And if the Anci- 
ents have any Advantage, tis only, that 
they are the Originals, and our Modern: 
the Copyiſts. We know that Juſtice is 
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painted Blind, but the Adminiſtrators of 
it muſt have Eyes; how elſe ſhall they 
ſee thro' the artificial Deſigns contriv'd a- 
gainſt the Ignorant? The Learned in this 
knotty Art are appointed to give Sight to 
the Blind. But how can he lead others, 

who hath not order'd his own Goings ? 
Truth, ſays Demsſthenes, lies at the Bottom 
of a Pit; and cannot be drawn out, but by 
a Man learned and induftrious. 

To Knowledge muit be added a well- 
grounded Reſolution, which will fo ſup- 
port them, that they fear not the Face of 
Man; but make bold Offenders know, 
that however cunningly they invade cheir 
Neighbours Rights, they ſhall not do it 
with Safety and Succeſs; and the Wrong- 
doer, notwithſtanding his fallacious and 
evaſive Ways, ſhall feel an avenging 
Hand. What can deſerve Laurels ſo juſt- 
ly, as to be thus reſolutely honeſt; not 
ſuffering any Bribes, or Threats, to turn 
aſide the regular Courſe of the Law ? 
We plead not for Warmth of Paſiton, 
but for ſuch a "Temper, as is requiſite to 
ſupport Authority. Maſes, though the 
meckeſt Man on Earth, did, on ſome 
Occaſions, exert an extraordinary Warmth 
and Vigor. 

When the Laws made to defend the 
helpleſs Innocent ſhall be wreſted to their 
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Ruin; when Orphans and Widows ſhall 
be devour'd by the Teeth of the Ungod- 
Iv, tis a dilmal Caſe: Theſe Corrupti- 
ons of Juttice make the World ſay, that 
what fhou'd be an honourable Profeſſion, 
is become a vile, deſtructive Robbery, 
The irregular Conduct of ſome, haz 
brought the whole Body into Diſgrace; 
and many good Men are blam'd for the 
Tricks of a few bad ones. But this is 
very ill Logick, to reproach a great Num- 
ber for the ill Management of a ſmall 
one. Let therefore Puniſhment and 
Shame go together; and them only have 
the Reproach of being Knaves, who had 
the Face to be ſo. Tis ſaid, if a Lawyer 
pleads againſt what he knows to be right, 
he is no leſs guilty of Injuſtice, than if 
he had help'd a Robber to take a Purſe in 
the High-way. This Crime of fleecing 


a poor Client, tho' not though t fo ilh ot 


in the Eye of the World, is more abomi- 
nable in the Sight of God: for the Plea- 
der tries to undo an innocent Family by 
the Law, which was enacted to protect 
and defend it. | 
Another criminal Action is, when a 
Law-Suit 1s ſtretched out to many Years, 
till the poor Client has waſted all his 
Subſtance; his Cauſe then, tho' ever ſo 


zult, is likely to be loſt. 
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Again: Witneſſes are often terrified by 
the Powerful, or perverted by future 
Promiſes, or preſent Bribes. But thus to 
baffle Evidence, in order to elude the 
Laws, is no leſs Injuſtice, than to coun- 
tenance the horrid Sin of Perjury. He 
that by any Methods keeps off a true 
Witneſs, will, on occaſion, ſuborn a falſe 
one. To conclude this Point : It Courts 
of Juſtice are not free from Blemiſh and 
Diſorder; if the Laws are wreſted to ruin 
thoſe they ſhou'd protect; if the long 
Robe is ſway' d by the beſt Fee; it Furs 
and Scarlet take Bribes; if Innocence be 
deſtroy'd, and even the Judge becomes a 
Criminal; if Subornation and falſe Evi- 
dence ſhall ſtifle the Truth, and oppreſs 
Right, I can't find Words to exprets what 
a miſerable Caſe this is. 

Another Qualification in the Profeſſors 
of the Law, and which is taught in 
Schools, is ORATO RV. This was for- 
merly the great Path to Honour and Pre- 
ferment; therefore Eloquence in thoſe 
Days ſhone our in all irs Beauty and Lu— 
ſtre. But our Youth make too much 
haſte, and think it too caſy a matter to 
be prepar'd for the Bar. The Greeks and 
Romans, far ſuperior to the Moderns in 
Genius, and happier in their (everal Lan- 
guages; as being more rhetorical in them- 

ſclves,. 
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ſelves, and better adapted to the Subli- 
mity and Copiouſneſs of Speech, made 
Oratory the chief Work of their Lives, 
They left their Friends, their Country, 
and all that was dear to them, and tra- 
vell'd into foreign Parts, to hear the moſt 
celebrated Maſters, and to form them- 
ſelves after thele great Patterns. We of 
this Nation cannot boaſt of a very great 
Number, who are endu'd with all the 
Ornaments requiſite to make fine Plead- 
ers. Our Gentlemen (the greater 1s the 
Pity) before the Mind is well furniſh'd, 
leave off the Study of Eloquence ; which 
therefore is ſpoil'd by a too haſty Appli- 
cation to the dark and dry Rules of Pra- 
cticc. Hence many Perſons of a Genius, 
of Labour and Induſtry, have never been 
able ro arrive at any Pitch of Glory and 
Renown at the Bar. For being oppreſs'd 
with the Weight of conſtant Buſineſs; or 
in Vacation Time, diverted by pleaſura- 
ble Entertainments, they mind little or 
nothing of the Beauties of Eloquence, 
after the Tutors are remov'd. Happy 
thoſe few, whole Talents are throughly 
improv'd by long and laborious Study. 
For they ſoon win the Favour of the 
Judge; diſarm all Adverſaries; and by a 
ſurpriſing Turn, reverſe the Opinion of 


the whole Court, Examples of this 
kind 
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kind were frequent in the Days of thoſe 
accompliſh'd Orators, Demoſthenes and 
Tully. The Subjects of thoſe Pleaders 
indeed were truly great and noble. - - -The 
Deliberation of War and Peace, the Wel- 
fare of their Country, or the Defence of 
Kings. Theſe high Themes rais'd their 
Minds, and enabled them to ſer off their 
Pleadings with all the Strength of Ora- 
tory. For the Spirit will riſe in propor- 
tion to the Dignity of the Cauſe. The 
Affairs commonly debated in our Courts, 
are of ſmall moment in compariſon of 
their nobler Topicks; and 'tis no great 
wonder, if mean and trifling Subjects 
bring the Lawyer to a mean way of 
ſpeaking. Yet Cauſes of great Impor- 
tance are ſometimes heard in our Courts: 
and then the Concourſe that throngs a- 
bout the Bar, demands not only good 
Pleading with the Voice; but, what 1s 
another Effect of found Knowledge, di- 
ftinet Pronunciation. 

'Tis very well known, what Majeity 
and Ornament perſuafive Speaking carries 


with it; and how pleaſing 'tis to the Ge- 


nerality of Mankind. The Hearers, tho 
unconcern'd in the Cauſe, are yet fill'd 
with Wonder and Admiration. Others, 
who ſtand in need of its Aſſiſtance, re- 
joyce, becauſe by it their righteous Cauſe 
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is defended. All are captivated with the 

conquering fine Speaker, Decent Elo- 

cution was look'd upon by the ancient 

Orators to be of ſo great Importance, 

that Demoſthenes eſteein'd it the firſt, ſe- 

cond, and third Parts of Eloquence. Now 
good Speaking cannot be without an ar- 
ticulate Expreſſion of all the Syllables, 
Tis a great Misfortune, that ſome whoſe 
Buſineſs tis to ſpeak in p lick, ſwallow 
a Syllable or two at r':- Clofe of every 
Sentence. Now this uſeful Art of ſpeak- 
ing diſtinctly, clearly, and handſomely on 
all Occaſions, is not to be obtain'd but by 
Practice. For 'tis well known that De- 
moſthenes had a weak Voice, a thortnel: 
of Breath, and a great Impediment in his 
Speech, inſomuch that he was hiſs'd twice 
when he ventur'd to ſpeak in publick, and 
went home very ſorrowful at this Diſ— 
grace; but the daily Practice of reading 
aloud gradually open'd his Organs, and 
his Voice grew itronger and ſtronger, till 
he became the moſt celebrated Speaker of 
the Age. No Methods were left unat- 
tempted to mend thoſe natural Imper- 
fections; he put Pebble-ſtones in his 
Mouth, ran up Hills repeating ſome Parts 
of au Oration; he after ſpoke daily with 
an cxalted Voice againſt the roaring of the 
Sea; tuis he found by Experience ſtreng- 
thened 


(141 
thened his Lungs, and gave a becomin 
Grace to his Utterance. Tis Plutarch's 
Opinion, that ſpeaking with an audible 
Voice what we read, even in a private 
Study (provided the Voice be not over- 
ſtrain'd) is healthy, for it augments the 
Heat, thins the Blood, opens the Breaſt, 
hinders groſs Humours from thickening 
into Diſtempers. However 'tis my Opi- 
nion, that if the Defect of a Youth pro- 
ceeds not only from an ill Habit, but from 
Nature, in ſomething amiſs in the Organs 
of the Body, tho' Demoſthenes and Tully 
{ucceeded, tis ſcarce worth while to ule 
a Variety of Ways to correct Nature; 'tis 
better to find out another Employ for the 
young Gentleman. But when I ſay that 
Demoſthenes with great Pains at laſt ſpake 
more audibly, I do not mean that enor- 
mous Loudneſs is an Accompliſhment, or 
gives Force to what is ſaid; on the con- 
trary, Noiſe robs the Speech of its Arti- 
culation, which is the very Lite and Soul 
of good Speaking. Homer's Stentor, re- 
corded for bawling, and for being heard 
at a great diſtance, was never reckoned 
among the fine Speakers; nor ought any 
one to put his Voice upon the Stretch; 
this is fit only for a Cryer: yet ſuch Noiſe 
is ſomertunes admired and applauded, 
wiule grave and judicious Pleaders are 
neglected. 
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neglected. The general Rule to ſpeak 
well, is to vary the Voice according to the 
Matter, avoiding Loudneſs on one hand, 
and exceſſive Lowneſs on the other. To 
expreſs various Paſſions in the ſame Tone, 
is as ridiculous as if a Muſician ſhould al- 
ways play on the ſame String. Beſides, 
if the Voice be rais'd to the higheſt Pitch, 
this would be a bawling, which is an in- 
decent Note. A Voice well manag'd will 
give the juſt Turns, Riſings and Fallings, 
and all Variations ſuitable to the Subject, 
making it ſweet, ſoft, and agrecable to 
the Ear. Bur this 1s not to be underſtcod 
without deſcending to Particulars. 

Grief and Melancholy muſt not be ex- 
preſs'd in the ſame Tone with that of 
Mirth, Joy and Gladneſs. Our way of 
ſpeaking is different, when we ſharply re- 
buke Criminals, and when we comfort 
the Sorrowful. We uſe not the fame Tone 
when we are provok'd by ill Nature, and 
all inflam'd with Anger, as we do when 
we are in good humour, and the Paſſions 
calm; for in Anger a brutal Fierceneſs 
ſhall inflame the Eyes, and ruffle the 
Looks into Deformity. In a chearful Hu- 
mour a ſprightly Gaicty ſhall ſmile in the 
Eye, and enliven every Feature. The 


Voice of the chearftul Perſon ſhall be ten- 


der and flowing; of the angry; cager, ae 
-- ftusd, 
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fus'd, and full of Breaks. Would you 
raiſe your Audience to wonder at the 
Beauty, Wiſdom, and Power of Provi- 
dence ? it muſt be done with an Air of 
Majeſty. It worthy, honourable Actions 
of Men are prais'd and recommended to 
the Imitation of others, it requires a lofty, 
noble Accent, with a Tone of Satisfaction, 
Honour and Eſteem. When you would 
deter Men from vile and infamous Deeds, 
reprove with a ſtrong, violent and paſſio- 
nate Voice; let all know your Diſlike by 
a Tone of Diſpleaſure, and the utmoſt 
Deteſtation; for the rais'd Paſſion of An- 
ger is to be ſeen by a ſharp, hurrying 
Sound, and a vehement Tone, mix'd with 
frequent Reſpiration. Paſſion in a Man's 
Heart has the ſame Effect as the Wind in 
the Sea ; ſometimes the Waves are driven 
on the Shore, then it hurries them back 
into the Deep; ſometimes on a ſudden it 
mounts thein on high, and preſently they 
tumble down again. | 

Sorrow and Grief demand a different 
Accent, flexible, humble Words, modu- 
laced with a mournful Utterance, in a 
lad languiſhing Tone. A Deadneſs and 
Heavineſs ſhall make the Countenance 
ſoure. When you perſuade, admoniſh, 
or comfort, the Voice ought to be gentle 
and grave. Fear will diſcover itſelf in a 
(ad, 
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ſad, contracted, and bemoaning Sound, 
not without Iteration. 

Pity and Compaſlion demand a "Tone 
flexible, interrupted, and doleful. If you 
congratulate the Fortunate and Happy, 
your Voice will be lively, brisk and chear- 
ful. Courage takes a noble and lofiy 
Note. 

Hate will beſt be ſhewn by ſharp, ſe— 
vere, impetuous Words, now and then 
interrupted by deep Sighs and Groans, 
Pleaſure is expreſſed in a luxurious, ſoft 
and tender Modulation. 

In a plain Narrative, when the only 
Aun is to make the IIcarers underſtand, 
Heart is not required, a clear even Tone 
is enough. 

In a Dialogue the Voice alters; as if 
two Perſons were talking. 

In a Climax the Accent keeps' riſing 
by degrecs. 

When Queſtion and Anſwer are ſub- 


join'd, the Queſtion ought to be in one 


Tone, che Anſwer in another. 

In a Proſopobæia, or bringing in ano- 
ther Perſon ſpeaking, the Voice muſt be 
chang'd, and exactly repreſent the Perſon 
introduc'd, I have heard an ignorant 
Beggar under a trying Calamity complain 
with more Life and Encrgy than a Scholar 
who was not intereſted in the Matter. 
| T here- 
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Therefore a Speaker that is refolv'd to af, 
fect his Hearer ſenfibly, muſt not only 
appear to be concern'd, but muſt realty 
be fo; and when he is vehemently mov'd, 
the Audience will not be unartentive. 
The fame Man in a cool Temper is vaſtly 
different from himſelf when he is greatly 
difturb'd. Hor taking Leave of his La- 
dy, and entirely beloved Son, appeared 
with all the Love and Goodneſs of a ten- 
der Husband, and indulgent Father ; but 
when he purtued the Greeks with Fire and 
Sword, he put on the Fierceneſs of a War- 
rior ; and a furious Rage terrible to his 
Enemies ſparkled in his Face. 

We daily obſerve, that a gay Compa- 
nion propagates his lively Humour to all 
the Company; whereas a reſerv'd and 
moroſe 'Temper, damps the Mirth, and 
Vivacity of thoſe about him. 

If inanimate Things are call'd on, let 
the Voice be raiſed above a common 
pitch, in ſuch Expreſſions; Ye Walls! Ye 
Groves! Ye wanadring Planets of the Night! 

The Contraries of an Antitheſis muſt 
be diſtinguiſhed with a louder "Tone. 
When the ſame Word is repeated in an 
Antitheſis, it muſt have a louder, and à 
ſtronger Sound in the ſecond place, than 
in the firſt, If a Word or Sentence re- 
quires a great Elevation of Voice, lower 
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what went before it, and exert the Voice 
in what ought to have the Force of Ad- 
miration and Aſtoniſnment, O my Father ! 
O my Country ! O Houſe of Priam ! 

In an Irony you ſpeak contrary to your 
Thoughts, as when you ſay in Shakeſpear's 
Julius Ceſar, Brutus is an honourable Man, 
when you mean baſe and ungrateful ; here 
the Tone of the Voice, which mult be a 
kind of feign'd Voice wherewith the Iro- 
ny is expreſs'd, will give-a Notion of our 
Thoughts. 

If in a Speech we come to an Excla- 
mation, it muſt be pronounc'd with a 
more elevated Accent than the reſt of the 
Diſcourſe; as when a Perſon is introduc'd 


{peaking thus: Oh Horror ! Unheard of 


Cruelty ! Unequal'd Impiety ! to fland in 
fear of neither God nor Man! If theſe 
Words are deliver'd with a low uncon- 
cern'd Accent, their Force and Energy is 

quite loſt. | 
In ſhort, As a skilful Painter gives va- 
rious Features to repreſent the Life; ſo 
the Orator obſcrves juſt Turns, Riſings 
and Fallings, and all Variations ſuitable 
to the Nature of the Speech. The beſt 
Method of obtaining this Art is, that 
young Gentlemen get by heart the fineſt 
Speeches of Orators and Poets, and ſpeak 
them in publick every Day, with taking 
care 


v kat MS wy £2 2 fag ot = — 55 


* —_—_— — Y R — oY 


( 147 ) 

care to give the true Emphaſis, obſervi ing 
the proper Pauſe and Motion of the ſeve- 
ral Parts of the Body; this, if any thing 
can, will introduce fine Pleading ; and, 
as Experience has prov'd, will produce 
another good Effect, that the Learner's 
Memory will be ſtock'd with the moſt 
beautiful Paſſages of the beſt Authors ; 
the Graces found in them are excellent 
Models, and ſerve to raiſe his Imitation 
and improve his Parts. 

He that would move the Affections, 
and reign with an abſolute Sway in the 
Heart of his Judge and the whole Bench, 
muſt well mind the Rules of Pronuncia- 
tion already delivered, without which no 
Pleader can ever ſucceed ; and as Nature 
hath given to every Pailion its peculiar 
Look and Tone of Voice, ſo every one 
of theſe muſt be uſed with Art and Judg- 
ment. Tis not the good Fortune of ſome 
Men ever to be eloquent Pleaders ; this 
Defect is occaſioned often by ignorant 
Teachers, who permit Children to cant 
out their Leſſons for Years together, and 
by that means they get a Habit, which 
then is not without great Difficulty ever 
rooted out. After ſpeaking well is learnt, 
the Orator muſt proceed to proper Ge- 
ſtures. 


1. 2 This, 
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T his, ſtyl'd the Eloquence of the Bo- 
dy, is the Life and Ornament of any Di- 
courſe; and when the Action is juſt and 

regular, we make our Thoughts and Paſ- 
fions to be underitood by all Nations and 
Languages; 'tis the common Speech of 
all Mankind, which ftrikes our Under- 
ſtanding by our Eyes, as effectually as 
{peaking does by the Ears, Twas Action 
that enabled Herten/ius to diſpute: the 
Prize even with Cicero himſelf; and if 
our Engliſh Youth were train'd up in all 
the Parts of Oratory, and taught to form 
their outward Addreſs according to in- 
tthan's Rule, why might we not ſee ſome 
Remains of that Eloquence, which in the 
Days of Tully and Demoſthenes perform'd 
ſuch e Why might not our 
Youuth become as eminent Speakers as 
ever appeared in Greece and Rome? 'Tis 
great Pity that a graceful Geſture, which 
adds ſo much Weight to a Diſcourſe, is 
not better taught; taught I ſay, for tis 
ſcarce to be obtained without a learned 
Tutor, one who underſtands the Art well 
himſelf, and what is more difficult, knows 
how to convey it to others. A Friend 
Who is a perfect Maſter of Geſture and 
Motion, is the only fate way to correct 
our Errors and point out thoſe Graces 
which would render their Action com- 
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pleat and charming. 'The hearing elo- 
quent Maſters will be a great Help. No 
one ever learnt to ſpeak well without Pra- 
ice and the Aſſiſtance of a delicate Ear; 
for the Speaker by his Action muſt exact- 
ly ſhew the Quality and Manner of the 
Man whoſe Perſon he aflumes. He that 
now repreſents Achilles, then neas, ano- 
ther time Alexander the Great, then Oedli- 
pus, ought to know perfectly well the 
Characters of all theſe Heroes. And when 
a Diſcourſe receives Lite, not only from 
the Graces of ſpeaking ſuirably to the 
Subject, but from the Eyes and Hands 
(the chief Helps of Pronunciation) then 
'tis moving, it has a Soul, it has Life, it 
has Vigor and Energy that cannot be re- 
ſiſted; then the Man engages the Arten- 
tion of all the Audience by a double Force. 
The Eyes. will look up, or be caft down, 
according to the Subject. If you ſpeak 
of heavenly Things, or Things of Honour 
and Glory, then Nature will direct the 
Orator to look up; if Things terreſtrial 
or diſgraceful be mentioned, the Looks 
will be downward. Eycs inflam'd and 
fiery ſhew the Perſon to be in Choler and 
Rage; but in Love and Friendſhip they 
are calm, with a ſecret kind of Grace. 
We turn away the Eyes when we would 
{hew our Diſlike or Averſion to any thing. 
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To raiſe the Eyes to any Perſon is a Proof 
of our Attention to him. 'Tofling the 
] tead from one ſide to another, wanton]: 
and lightly, is a Demonſtration of Polly 
and Inconſtancy. Hinging down the 
Head is the Conſequence of Grief and 
Sorrow; lifting it up does fully expreſ: 
Arrogance and Pride. Carrying the Head 
alot points out Victory, Joy and 'Eri- 
umph. Jo look on the Ground argues 
Conſciouſneſs ana Cuilt; beſides, Ta the 
lend be hung A, Er. Mien will be 
dull and clumly, and 'tweill prove preju— 
diclal to the Voice, Anden it from be- 
ug, as it ought to be, clear and diſtinct 
45 he 1 Licad len ning on the Shoulders, 1s a 
Mark of Rullicity, or a cold Indifference; 
yet it mut not be fei, like a Stake, nor 
10 ing to and tro, he a Free ſhaken by 
the Winds: Ba when Cecaſtn requires, 
let thc Head ! DC turn'd, DO 10 ONC fide, 
and then to anowuer, yet ſtill kept in ſuch 
a Polition as t3:at the Voice may be heard 
by the Audience. Lifting up the Face 
ſhews Hope and a good Conſcience. A 
pale Countenance is an Index of Grict, 
and Fear, and Envy. 
Some publick Speakers writhe their 
Mouths, bite or lick cheis 1 Lips, which 1s 


a very unhand Home Sight; this may bare— 


ly be tolerated, but only in ſome ſudden 


Fits and Starts of Paſſion. But 
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But what is of the greateſt moment, is 
the Motion of the Hands; theſe are not 
to be lifted up above the Eyes,or ſtretch'd 
ſo dar as to diſtort the Body, nor be ſuf- 
fered to hang down, as if they were dead. 
One Hand lifted upright or ſtretch'd our, 
ſhews Force, Vigour, or Power. Putting 
the Hand to the Mouth denotes Silence, 
Modeſty, and Conſideration. 'To take 
another by the Hand, is to admoniſh, ex- 
hort, and encourage. The lifting up both 
Hands on high, 1s the Practice of one who 
implores and expreſſes his Miſery ; ſome- 
times 'tis a Congratulation to Heaven for 
a great Deliverance. Putting them in 
the Boſom, is the Mark of an idle, care- 
leſs, and negligent Perſon. Clapping the 
Hands, among the Greeks and Romans, 
was a Sign of Applauſe and Approbation. 
'Tis not. eaſy to ſay how various and 
ſignificant are the Motion of the Hands. 


By them we call or diſmiſs; we expreſs. 


our Abomination, or Fear: By the Hands 
we ask Queſtions, or deny ; we ſhew our 
Joy and Grief, 'They make Supplica- 


tion, approve, direct to Places or Perſons. 


Tis greatly to be wiſh'd, that this Art 
was better ſtudied : for che Hands of old, 
contributed much to the underſtanding 
of Words and Paſſions; but now, few 


can tell what to do with them, when they 


L 4 ſpeak 


— Ws 


4 
: 
4 
g 


ſpcak in Publick. If you diſcourſe of 
yourſelf, lay your right Hand gently on 
your Botom, declaring your Heart, your 
Soul, or your Conſcience. The Geſture 
of the Hand muſt always be agreeable to 
the Scenic of the Words. As if you ſay, 
Come hither; the Hand muſt not be 
ſtreich'd out with a repulſive Geſture: 
When you i: Y, Sta nd bac E; your Hand 
muſt not invite. Iheſe Motions wou'd 
be unnatural, and ti:crclore ſilly and 

aulw ard. | 

As 5 the Feet, when they are full of 
Motion, they are Mals of one incon- 
itant and fluctuating! u Eis Reſolves. On 
the Contrary, a CITE Foot ſhews a [tcady, 
certain, right Study of our Deſigns. 

Theſe are the ſeveral Ceftures of the 
ſeveral Parts of the Body ; ; ſome may, 
and doublets at firſt Sight will, deſpite 
them, as if they were of no great mo- 
ment; yet a Man of a diſcerning Spirit 
may find ſomcetlung in them, which may 
enable him to n nake Ink Geſture beautiful 
and expreſſive. A Perlon of very good 
Senſe and Learning, judicious Thoughts, 
an elegant Taſte of W ords, and who cou': d, 
to Admirarion, place them well in a Dit- 
courſe, was heard | in Publick with Con- 
tempt and Scorn, becauſe he was unfor- 
tunate in having clowniſh Geſtures, One 


0! 
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of lower Attainments, in other reſpects, 
was, for his handſome Action, greatly 
applauded. The fame Speech appear'd 
in Print; and being read by the once 
tranſported Hearers, what a cold Enter- 
tainment did it mcet with? For now the 
lovely tunable Voice was not heard; the 
delicate Mein and comely Geſtures were 
not ſcen; but the bare Speech was forc'd 
to ſhift for itſelf. 

Many a good Cauſe, ſays Cicero, plead- 
ed ſimply, without Spirit or Action, has 
been loſt. Trachyllus, far from being 
the beſt Compoler of his Time, ſurpaſs'd 
other Pleaders of that Age, becauſe he 
was tunable in his Voice, and dclicate in 
his Action. Pericles, of whom tis ſaid 
the Goddeſs of Perſuaſion hung on his 
Lips, amaz'd the Audience when he 
ſpake. Demoiheres, having ſpent almoſt 
the Strength and Vigor of his Body, and 
not being acceptable to his Audience, as 
was hinted betore on another Occation, 
went away greatly afflicted at the Diſgrace 
he receiv'd, and began to think it of little 
Conſequence to exerciſe himſelf in de- 
claiming, unleſs he cou'd arrive at Per- 
tection in that Art. He therefore took 
great Pains to be more accomplith'd. His 
Method was, to ftand betore a large 
Looking-glafs, and then to repeat his O- 

rations, 
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rations. By this means he obſerv'd, how 
far his Action and Geſture were graceful, 
or unbecoming. After ſome Practice, 
and the Aſſiſtance of the Maſters of the 
Age, he was heard with univerſal Ap- 
plauſe and Admiration. So that the 
manner of delivering a thing, the Po- 
ſture, the Habits, are more eloquent than 
Words. Inſomuch, that a dejected Po- 
ſture, a ſorrowful Look, neglected and 
torn Veſtments, have often prevail'd, 

when Arguments were too weak. 
Foreigners complain, that our Exgliſb 
Speakers uſe leſs Geſture, than any People 
in the World: Subjects of great Impor- 
tance are treated without the Action of 
Hand or Body. Hence ſome Gentlemen 
of the long Robe have been call'd, Spea!:- 
ing Statues, Other Speakers, on the con- 
trary, are all Action; and by endeavour- 
ing to move much, have been uncapable 
of moving at all. Both Extremes ought 
to be avoided. For tho' mimical Geſti- 
culations may ſerve a Turn, and pleaſe a 
little while; they will not continue, or 
be agrecable to the ſolid Genius of our 
Hugliſb Nation. The beſt Rule is, that 
the Orator work himſelf up by a ſtrong 
Imagination, to think, that he is the ve- 
ry Perton, and in the very Circumſtances 
with the Man, whoſe Cauſe he pleads; 
and then, he will not want Fire in Anger, 
nor 
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nor Tears in Grief, nor due and becom- 
ing Actions. Such lively Motions will 
always be attended with a good Conſe- 
quence. They make the Audience liſten 
more attentively; and convince the Hear- 
ers, that the Speaker 1s in earneſt. Some 
weak Pecple have ſuggeited, that to de- 
liver what we have to ſay with a good 
Grace, and comely Action, 1s to impoſe 
upon the Judge, in order to gain our 


Point. But this is a miltaken Notion ; - 


for the Deſign of them is to rouze up, 
and awaken the ſlumbering Senſes of the 
Audience, and keep their Minds to a cloſe 
Conſideration of the Cauſe. If the dif- 
ferent Paſſions are nicely repreſented, and 
well ſer off; even deaf Pcople may di- 
ſtinguiſh the Subject by the Countenance 
and Geſture. 

Nothing can be deliver'd in Paſſion, or 
out of Patlion; no Action or Movement 
of the Body requiſite, but what will fall 
under ſome of the forementioned Rules; 
which, it well confider'd and practis'd, 
the Ear will be raviſh'd, and the Eyes 
pleas'd to Admiration. 


Gentlemen of large Eſtates, without 
Education, cannot make a good Figure 
in the World. 

Our great Creator, who in Wiſdom 
made all things for ſome uſeful End, did 
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not create the nobleſt Creature here he. 
low, for no End ar all. "Tis a fatal Mi 
take to imagine, that Man is to enter the 
V/orld like a Mute, merely to fill the 
Stage. Let then the Gentleman ſay With 
Imictt, 4% <ohat End came I ints the 
IWorld? Why hath God diſiingutſh'd me from 
other Men by s gioing me Riches and Jer, 
but t6 do more word 2 If 1 have receiv'd ten 
Taleuts, s expected that I fh:o'd make 
greater Returns. But, on tlie contrary, 
the wea thy Perſon triumphs, My Flute 
4. L Kei, ) THC UL 71 Gil La 1bour and Tl. Io 
4 CG Attendants? I can bave them. 
Have I Occafion for any Conveniences «f 
Life 5 F Cl! be < IO! Il ſupply 0. I bave CULEFY 
thing that Money can fracture; nor am 7 
ellen. Ve of ſtwlure [i ant; Why thu 
hall 1 trol my Head about ether Peoples 
Calais? But what a wicked way of rea- 
ſoning is this? For the Power and Gran- 
denr of great Perſons is not given them by 
God, that ifhicy may live in the Softnel; 
of woridly Pleaſures ; but their Advancc- 
ment to Places of Honour and Wealth, 
obligcs them more ſtrictly to be charitable, 
'T heſe outs ard Advantages arc only Mo— 
nitors of the Duties they ought to per— 
form to Meir Inferiors. But alas! the 
Vanitics at this World, to which they 
arc fnancully addicted, entircly dry up 
in 
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in their Tearts, this holy Union of 
Charity. Can they who love none but 
themſelves, be mov'd with Compaflion 
towards others? But God delights to 
humble ſuch haughty Men, by bringing 
them down from their wanton Profperi- 
ty, to the decpeſt Ebb of Fortune ; and 
then they will acknowledge, that 'tis in- 
cumbent on Men to be helpful to one a- 
nother. But let it be granted that they 
never feel the unhappy Change of For- 
tune; yet they ought to beware of a 
ſluggiſh Way of Lite ; for the Soul, like 
other things, gathers Ruſt by not being 
us d. The Mind, as well as the Body, is 
kept in Health, Strengch and Vigor by 
Action; and with great Eaſe docs Satan 
enter, when Idlencls ſets open the Door. 
Tis an empty Heart that ulually invites 
his wicked Suggeſtions; therefore how 
full of Danger is the State of the Rich, 
the Honourable and the Proſperous? How 
apt are they to abuſe their Wealth, either 
by Arrogance or vain Glory, by Injuſtice 
or Riot? For thoſe that have great Poſ- 
ſeſſions, or are honour'd for their Blood 
and high Deſcent, have a depr av'd Na- 
ture, as well as the meancſt of Men; and 
find it as difficult a Lask to oppoſe their 
corrupt Inclinations, Ie firft Principles 
that are commonly taught them, is to 
pleaſe 
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pleaſe their Senſes, pamper their Appe. 


tites, and be drown'd in the ſenſual De. 
lights of the Age. Tis then eaſy to gueſs, 


What kind of Habits will be ſettled in 


them. We often ſee, that my young 
Maſter, the Hopes and Heir of the Fa- 
mily, knows no Faces, but thoſe of his 
Father's Tenants ; and by all them, he is 


fſquir'd up and flatter'd. How full is he 


of himſelf? How does he huff, ſtrut and 
ſwagger about the Pariſh? But when he 
appears abroad among the well Educated, 
his Pride and impertinent Humour will 


make him ſcorn'd. After ſome time, he 


finds he muſt ſuit himſelf with Perſons 
of all Ranks and Conditions; and learn 
to be aftable, if he deſigns to be accepta- 
ble. If young Gentlemen are thus ſur— 
rounded with flattering Companions, who 
praiſe whatever they do or ſay ; if ſome- 
times Panegyricks are compos'd upon 
their very Vices; how hard is it for them 
to correct their Faults? And yet ſuch 
Wretches, Paraſites I mean, who have 
no Regard for Truth, Juſtice, or the Good 
of the World, lie in wait in every place: 
Their only Aim 1s their own private In- 
tereſt; and ſo many are undone by their 
Treachery, that every young Gentleman, 
for his Security, ought to pray daily, De- 
liver me, O Lord, from the Snares M en- 

ticing 
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ticing Company, and the poiſonous Infection 
of Flatterers. To keep off this dange- 
rous Company, and other Allurements to 
do evil; 'tis proper, that Gentlemen 
ſhou'd have ſome uſeful Employment. 
This 1s an excellent Armour, whereby 
they may defend themſelves againſt their 
Nature, prone of itſelf to what is Evil; 
and alſo againſt outward Temptations, 
which cloſe them in on every ſide. Tis 
not meant, that they ſhou'd be debarr'd 
any innocent Diverſions. Theſe are ne- 
ceſſary to unbend their Thoughts, and re- 
freſh their Spirits. A continual Appli- 
cation to Buſineſs will work upon the 
Brain, exhauſt the Spirits, and under- 
mine Health. Tis right therefore to ex- 
change ſometimes their ſerious Employ- 


ment, for honeſt and genteel Recreations; 


for they enliven the Faculties, and give 
new Vigor to the Body. But — — 
Idleneſs deſtroys Pleaſure; it being Va- 
riety that gives a true Reliſh. What ſhall 
we ſay then of thoſe, whoſe Dreſs, Viſits, 
and various Paſtimes take up all their 
Hours? They ramble from Town to 
Country; then back again; and ſo live 
in one eternal Round of Pleaſures, never 
allowing themſelves a thoughttul Day ? 
But let them be aflur'd, that God who al- 
low's them Time, will infallibly demand 

an 
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an Account how 'tis ſpent. For Man js 
plac'd in this World, not as a Lord, but 
as a Steward; and tho' he hath many 
things in Poſſeſſion, yet he mult negoti- 
ate and make Improvements for the Owner, 
Time employ'd in Vanity, and to no Pur- 
poſe, (as it is by the Wiſdom of too great 
a Part of the World) is abſolutely flung 
away: and no one can take a more ef— 
fectual Method to be good for nothing, 
than to live in Idlencis; a Vice like the 
bottom of a Lake, all Mire and Dirt. 
'The Soul of Man is of an active Nature; 
engage it therefore in doing well, other- 
wiſe it will learn to do ill. If ſober E- 
ducation has render'd a young Man think- 
ing, attentive, and cautious ; when he is 
old, he is chearful, and has ſomething to 
ruminate upon ; his Learning will be a 
ſweet Companion in Solitude, or even in 
a Priſon. 

It it be demanded, How ſhall Men of 
large Fortunes, eſpecially when the Wea- 
ther 1s foul, and will not allow them the 
uſual Diverſions abroad, ſpend their lei- 
ſure time? we anſwer, That if they have 
been improv'd by the Help of Education, 
they may profitably read Greek and Roman 
Hiſtories ; where they will find brave Ex- 
amples of Courage, Generofity, and Ho- 
nour ; of Men, who always preferr'd the 

publick 
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publick Good, to their own private Ad- 
vantage. If they are not skill'd in theſe 
Languages, the Annals of our own King- 
dom can furniſh them with Men famous 
in their Generations. An Acquaintance 
with theſe Authors wou'd elevate and en- 
large their Minds to ſome thing higher, 
than the low Diverſions, which take u 

the Time of ſo many Thouſands. By 
reading, they join paſt Ages to the pre- 
ſent ; they travel into Aa, Africa, and 
America, without Danger. They can 
never be at a loſs to carry on a handſome 
Converſation; whilſt the Unbred can fur- 
niſh you with no other Entertainment, 
but what comes from the Kennel, or the 
Stable. Their Diſcourſe is dull, only 
enliven'd with Fooleries; and ſometimes 
ſcaſon'd with Oaths and Blaſphemies. 
Now with what Patience can a Man of 


Senſe, for Hours together, bear to have 


his Ears grated with Hounds and Horſes? 
Doubtleſs to dwell on this topick only, 
is a Proof that their Thoughts are mean, 
and cannot ſoar above the Beaſts they talk 
ſo much of: Whereas many things are 
indiſpenſibly requir'd to fill up the Cha- 
racter of Gentlemen; many Duties are 
they oblig'd to, as Chriſtians. Their Fa- 
milies, their Neighbours, their King and 
Country, have juſt Demands upon them. 

* All 
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tiful Incomes, indulge themſelves chiefly 


1 

All theſe, I ſay, have a Right to ſhare in 
the Time of a Man of Subſtance; he 
mult not therefore engroſs it all to him- 
ſelf; God, who made Man after his own 
Image, gave him at the fame time a com- 
municative 'Temper. But when he re- 
gards only his own good, he defaces the 
beſt Part of that God-like Impreſs. Love 
to our Neighbour is one of the funda- 
mental Laws given to Mankind; and this 
is not to be thewn accidentally, and by 
Chance; but we are oblig'd to ſeek out 
Occaſions to do good to our Fellow- 
Creatures, our Relations and Neighbours; 
nay, to the whole Kingdom; and this 1; 
to taſte the moſt delicious of human Plea- 
ſures. On the contrary; what can be 
ſaid of thoſe Gentlemen, who laugh at 
Education, refuling to be inſtructed in 
uſeful Knowledge? When they become 
Men, they can only purſue Shadows. By 
long Sloth and frothy Pleaſures the Spi- 
rit is relax'd, the Underſtanding unbent, 
the Fancy buried in Rubbiſh, and the 
Memory quite decay'd. Recreations, tho' 
innocent in themſelves, nay, tho' conve- 
nient and neceſſary, as we obſerv'd before; 


yet when us'd to Exceſs, change their 


Nature, and become criminal. And yet 
how many Perſons, favour'd with plen- 
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in Pleaſures, in feaſting and. fleepyng * 
Meat and Drink were given to ſuſtain the 
Infirmities, and repair the Decays of the 
Body; and a modcrate Uſe of them beſt 
anſwers that Deſign. 

The ancient Jemperance and frugal! 
way of Life ſeems to be baniſſid. Made 
Meats and nice Cookery are come into 
ſuch Reputation, that we meaſure our 
Welcome by the Number of Diſhes, the 
high Sauces, and the Supcrfluity of the 
Entertainment. But learned Phyſicians 
are of Opinion, that full Meals, and the 
jumbling various Sorts of Meat rogether, 
as they fill the Body with Diſeaſes, ſo are 
they very prejudicial to the Mind. For, 
who that 1s a Slave to his Belly, was ever 
able to undertake any important Affairs 
with Succeſs? A downright Sot 1s gene- 
rally a trifling, inſignificant Fellow ; and 
how ſhameful is the Effect of carouſing, A 
lexander the Great, who in Heat of Wine 
kill'd his dear Friend Cl:7rs, is a fad In- 
ſtance, Too many late Examples of the 
miſchievous Conſequences of Debauche- 
ry are heard of, For, from exceſſive 
Drinking ariſc many Quarrels of Men, 
whoſe Paſſions are fir'd, and their Reaſon 
drown'd; which bring them to a ſudden 
and a feartul End. Now how ſtrange is 
it, that Gentlemen follow a Prattice ſo 
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ſhameful in the Eye of the World, and 
ſo deſtructive of their own Happineſs? 
It deſtroys Mens Health, the moſt valu- 
able of all carthly Bleſſings. It enflames 
the Liver, corrupts the Blood, and brings 
on many foul Diſeaſes. 

Another Miſchief is, that Multitudes 
from a plentiful Fortune have been 
brought to Poverty, by an immoderate In- 
dulgence to this Appetite: The Conſe— 
quences of it being Neglect of Buſineſs, 
Miſpence of Time, a Careleſneſs of fu- 
ture Proviſion for a Family. For, tis no 
ſmall Coſt, always to be providing Drink- 
Offerings for his Id, God, bis Belly; and 
to ſatiate a craving and intemperate Ap- 
petite. The Drunkard and Glutton, ſays 
Solomon, Prov. xxiii. 27. ſhall come to Pe- 
verty: and Whoredom and Wine take away 
the Heart, Hoſ. iv. 11. This Vice then 
makes a Man wanting in all the Reſpects 
due to his Kindred, Friends and Neigh- 
bours. | 

He is expos'd to Scorn by his Frolicks 
and apiſh Tricks; or, his Paſſions are 
rais'd; and then, how do Oaths and 
Curſcs flow from him? If, when he 1s 
ſtupified and beſotted, he is oblig'd to 


ride, what a manifeſt Hazard does he 


run of loſing his Life, or breaking his 
Limbs? Tis no wonder that we ſee ma- 
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ny Inſtances of theſe things; but the 

reateſt wonder is, that we don't fee more 
of them: They who are born Madmen, 
or Fools, have an Excule for extravagant 
Actions; but a Drunkard brings himſelf 
into this State; and is therefore account- 
able for all the Evils he commits; and 
yet by a curſed Pride, ſome court the 
Reputation of being thought rang 79 
drink; and to be the Inftruments of cor- 
rupting all about them. If I cou'd paint 
out this Vice in its true Colours, it wou'd 
be a ghaſtly Sight - and one muſt wonder, 
how human Nas are can fink itſelf into 
ſo vile, and ſo infamous an Act. Lo! this 
7s the Creature that boaſis of his being toe 
Image of God, the Glory of this lower 
Werld, that is new beneath a Beaſt, Ma- 
ny things (ſays Seneca) are done by Drunk- 
ards; but when ſober, they bluſh at the men- 
tion of them. The Sum of all is, that 
conſtant hard drinking impairs the Health 
of the Body; deprives Men of Quiet and 
Tranquillity of Mind; draws on them 
Poverty; brings a Blemiſh on our Chri- 
ſtian Religion; and if it does nor aflaulc 


by a ſudden Diſpatch, as Poiſon; yer its 


Operation is ſure; and tho' flow, yet 
mortal. Theſe, with other Miſchiefs, 
too many to be reckon'd up, owe their 
Riſe to hard drinting. Is not he then a 
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choice Friend, who will force a Man in- 
to all theſe Inconveniences? But what 
(ſhould raiſe at once our Terror and Ha- 
tred, and make Men dread this beaitly 
Practice, is, that it 1s an heinous Sin 
committed againſt the Almighty ; who 
threatens them that are guilty of it, with 
his heavieſt Vengeance; and will baniſh 
them everlaſtingly from the Joys of his 
Preſence. Wo to them that riſe up earl 
in the Mernmg, that they may follow ſtrong 
Drink; that continue until Night, till 
ine mfiame them *. M unto them that 
are mighty to drink Wine, and Men of 
Strength, to mmgle ſtrong Drink. Drunk- 
ards ſhall not iuberit the Kingdom of God +. 
Take heed therefore, left at any time your 
Hearts be overcharg'd with Surfeiting and 
Drunhkennc/s. What has been ſaid of this 
filthy Sin, may be ſaid of others, that 
they are all attended with pernicious Con- 
ſequences. Call all the Pleaſures of the 
World before thee, and ask if this, or 
any one, or all together, can recompente 
the For feiture of thy Health and Peace? 
Ask them, if they are more worthy in 
themiclves, and more beneficial to thee, 
than the Joys that attend Sobriety ? No; 
they deceive with a ſmiling Look; which 
vou have prov'd, or ſhall prove by dear- 
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bought Experience. The wiſe Parent 
then, will not let his Children be fed 
with delicious and artificial Diſhes; for 
they breed Diſcaſes and ill Humours. 
The plainer the Diet is, the truer Strength 
and more kindly Nouriſhment it will im- 
part. Suppoſe your Table furniſh'd with 
great Dainties; that I'rance, Lay, and 
Span ſend you the moſt excellent Wines; 
and other Places, all the Raritics the 
World can provide. Eating, when Na- 
ture 1s ſatisfied, 1s no more a Pleaſure, bur 
a Torment: For to feel the Stomach 
over-charg'd, and the Fumcs of Wine or 
ſtrong Drink in the Head, is a great pre- 
{ent Torment; and will ke our Bodies 
in old Age, living Hoſpitals; filling us 
all over with Aches and Pains. 

But Sobrrety, which is or ſhou'd be 
often inculcated to Youth, has all the 
contrary Effects. Tis the Mother of 
Health, and the beſt Phyſick for all man- 
ner of Diſcaſes; and no ſmall Advantage 
to the Soul. For, by this means, our 
Heads are kept clear and unclouded ; our 
Faculties awake and ſprightly, making us 
fit for great Undertakings. All the fa- 
mous Men in Hiſtory have been moſt 
eminent for Sobriety. The Curii and 
Fabricii were more celebrated for their 


Frugality and Plain Diet, than for their 
M 4 moſt 
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moſt glorious Conqueſts. They roſe 


early, and ſpent the Day in contriving 
well for the Good of Mankind. And 
how pure, how ſweet, how exquiſite are 
the Pleaſures that they, who delight them- 
ſelves in ſober Living, conſtantly enjoy ? 
The exalted Delight which fill theſe hap- 
py Men, who are employ'd in the Con- 
remplation of noble and intellectual Ob- 
jects, no Tongue can worthily expreſs, 
But many of our Gentlemen ſpend the 
beſt Part of the Morning in Sleep and 
Slumbers: Then dreſſing and adorning 
the Body (which is ſoon to be the Food 
of Worms) take up the other. A luxu- 
rious long Dinner waſtes perhaps half of 
the Afternoon; ſome frothy Sports, Vi- 
fits, or the Play-houſe divert them after, 
The Evening ends with hard Drinking 
and Noiſe, till Midnight or longer. Now 
all theſe Pleaſures are very ſhort and fleet- 
ing, treacherous and deceitful ; a Shame 
and Blemiſh to human Nature. The 
Reaſon of theſe Men 1s intoxicated with 
preſcnt Delights, and their Minds ſo cor- 
rupted with Vice, that they degenerate 
into Brutes: they conſult the Gratificati- 
on of a vile Body, with the Ruin of a 
precious Soul. What a Reproach is ſuch 
a Courſe of Life (if J may call it living) 
to ſo excellent a Creature as Man; who 

was 
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was made for great and noble Purpoſes; 
to reaſon, diſcourſe and enjoy all the di- 
vine Pleaſures of the Mind? This is the 
proper Buſineſs of a rational Creature; 
but the Men I have been ſpeaking of, are 
employ'd about little things, as eating 
a drinking only; which are Pleaſures 
common to us with Beaſts. Our Bodies 
indeed are to be provided for: but was 
Man made for no other Purpofe? Tis a 
Diſhonour to rational Creatures, to have 
no other View, but to live and die like 
thoſe that are irrational ? 

Now, if ſuperior Men, who are plac'd 
like Stars in the Firmament, dart nothing 
but malignant Influences: 'tis no wonder 
that the Populace are infected. The Vul- 
gar will run to Exceſs of Riot, when 
their Betters walk in that Path before 
them. If the Head-Man of the Pariſh 
be drunk, the Peaſant thinks it a Shame 
to be ſober. When atheiſtical Diſcourſe 
is reckon'd a genteel Quality, the Clown 
will alſo be prophane: If the Squire 
ſhall diſcharge Oaths, the mean ones will 
take a Pride in Imitation of him. There- 
fore the Rich and Powertul can't be vici- 
ous or virtuous to themſelves alone; for 
their Words and Examples will efficaci- 
ouſly draw many others; and by degrees 
ſo gain upon Mankind, as to render Vice 

2 faſhiona- 


(170 

faſhionable : the Poor and Unknown can 
only reform themſelves, and grieve at the 
reigning Follies of the Age; whereas a 
Man in Power, by ſhewing a juſt Difplea- 
ſure againſt Vice, can bring Virtue into 
Reputation, and influence all within his 
Sphere. For tis obſerv'd, that where- 
ever a Man eminent for Virtue reſides ; 
his Family, Pariſh, and the adjacent Pla- 
ces, are better Chriſtians, better Subjects, 
and better Neighbours, by his Example. 
The Reverie is, where the principal Per- 
fon is profane, vicious and immoral ; his 
Example will have Power enough to ſe— 
duce, poiſon and corrupt, not only his 
Domeſticks, but a whole Town: their 
Crimes become univerſal, like the Plague, 
and ſweep away Thouſands; Sins ſup- 
ported with great Titles, paſs for Gran- 
deur. Gentlemen therefore, beſides the 
immediate Obligations they lie under of 
obeying God in their own private Capa- 
city, lie under a collateral one from the 
Charity they owe to their Neighbours ; 
whence their Crimes carry Scandal along 
with them, as well as Diſobedience. 


When the Clergy take upon them to 


rebuke Vice, (which they are ſtrictly 
oblig'd to do, provided it be done wiſely 
and reſpectfully) the bold Sinner cries 
out, Tig their Trade and Intereſt to defend 

Religion. 
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Religion. This makes their Reproofs, 
tho' ever ſo juſt, lightly eſteem'd of. Bur 
as there are no ſuch Prejudices againſt 
Laymen of Power and Intereſt, they 
may more effectually put a ſtop to the 
Contagion of Vice and Wickedneſs. 

I cannot diſmiſs this Head without ob- 
ſerving, that People who have no Em- 
ployment to take up their Time, are ea- 
fily drawn aſide to the deſtructive Practice 
of Gaming. And this will bring them 
acquainted with low, mean, and unwor- 
thy Companions. For Gameſters com- 
monly are finith'd Libertines; and what 
can be learnt of them, but vile and ſer- 

entine Tricks; as ſharking, cheating, 
wa and ſwearing ? For the unruly Paſ- 
fions, at high Play, will be all inflam'd. 
What Hopes and Fears; what Pleaſures 
and Pains are often ſeen on theſe Occaſi- 
ons? Loſſes, when very great, are ſeldom 
receiv'd with an even Mind; the Temper 
and the Money go off together; and all 
Impreſſions of Worth and Honour are 
loſt. 

As to the Conſequences of this perni- 
cious Practice, they are frightful and a- 
mazing. The trembling Wife and miſe- 
rable Children are reduc'd to Poverty. 
Prodigious Sums of Money, and perhaps 
a large Farm, as it has ſometimes hap- 
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pen'd, may be loſt in a Night. A Farm, 
that has been got by the laborious Indu- 
ſtry and Toil of his Anceſtors; preſerv'd 
many and many Years in a Family by 
great Care; and now, at laſt, is ſwept a- 
way on a ſudden by the Turn of a Card, 
or the Caſt of a Dye. A violent Fire 
drove on by tempeſtuous Weather, can 
ſcarce ruin a Man with more Expedition ; 
for Gaming, like the Quickſands, devours 
an Eſtate in an Hour. Then the Man is 
all in a Flame; and perhaps (I tremble 
to name 1t) when he thinks on his Cir- 
cumſtances, and how he is fallen from a 
proſperous Eſtate to an adverſe one, lays 
violent Hands on himſelf. The many 
Inſtances we have had within the Com- 

aſs of a few Years, of this dreadful Sin, 
of Mens uſurping the Prerogative of God, 
by haſtening their own Ends, makes it 
uſeful, and abſolutely neceſſary, to ſay 
ſomething on this Head, 

Life is the Gift of God, who alone 
breath'd into Man the Breath of Life; 
which therefore is to be kept for his Uſe, 
and not flung away without the Creator's 
Leave. Self-murther indeed, were there 
no other Aggravation, ſave the bare de- 
facing the Image of God, is as bad as the 
killing ancther Man, But when this Image 
is deſtroy'd by ones ſelf; and that too, 
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contrary to the fundamental Love of ones 
ſelf, commanded by God, as the Meaſure 
and Standard of the Love we ſhou'd bear 
to our Neighbour; it then becomes a 
complicated Abomination, made up of 
the worſt of Crimes againſt God, and 
ones ſelf. Beſides, Self-Murther, what- 
ever Men may think, is yet, in Truth 
and Reality, the greateſt Mark of Cow- 
ardice. What is it, but Fear, that makes 
the Centinel forſake his Poſt? And is not 
the Deſpair of conquering, that makes 
the cowardly Soldier chuſe to run and 
quit the Field? And are not all theſe 
Baſeneſles, nay, infinitely more than theſe, 
chargeable on the Felo de ſe? For he not 
only deſerts the Poſt, which God had aſ- 
ſign'd him: He not only flizs from his 
Colours, and runs out of the Field ; but 
runs away from himſelf too, becauſe he 
can run no farther, 

We know how cloſely the Soul of Man 
is united to the Body; and therefore, how 
contrary is it to the Voice of Nature, to 
have it deſtroy'd by the fame Hand, that 
was nearly concern'd to preſerve it? Sui- 
cide then is a Crime, that cannot be act- 
ed without a Violation of what ſeems 
the moſt univerſal and radicated Law of 
Nature, Self-Preſervation. Every Man 
is deſirous of his own Happineſs, and has 

a na- 
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a natural Dread and Horror of any thing 
that can deſtroy it. Nay, every irratio- 
nal Creature ſtruggles hard for the Con- 
ſervation of his Being, and flies from 
what is deſtructive of it. You ſeldom or 
never hear of a Brute's becoming Velo de 
ſe, but takes all care imaginable to pre- 
ſerve its own Welfare: And tho' Seneca 
has greatly extoll'd Cato and Lucretia, 
calling the Attempt they made upon 
themſelves, Untainted Honour; tho' ſome 
looſe Poets of our own Nation have cele- 
brated this horrid Practice with their En- 
comiums, O Death, thou gentle End of 
human Woes; tho' our modern Heroes, 
when beſet with ſore Trials, boldly af- 
firm, that &/l:ng for Honour, or to put an 
end to a miſerable Life, is not Murther, 
but Gallantry, and a noble Enterprize : 
Yet we aſſuredly know, that whoſoever 
ſhortens his Days, moves beyond his 
Sphere, and meddles with what 1s the ſole 
Property of the divine Power. Senſleſs 
Mortal ! art thou fitter to determine the 
Pericds of Time, than that extenſive Pro- 
vidence, which hath been from everlaſt- 
ing? Believe it; tis a dangerous Uſurpa- 
tion to be tampering with Life and Death. 
We don't find in Hiſtory, that any other 
Nation under Heaven is fo apt to be guil- 
ty of this unpardonable Crime, as the 

People 
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People of England. Unpardonable, I 
ſay; for the moſt courtly Caſuiſt dares 
not affirm, that it will be pardoned. We 
ſhew our Deteſtation of it, by driving a 
Stake thro' the dead Body, as a publick 
Horror to all that paſs by. So fatal is the 
Sin of Suicide, that it not only draws on 
the bold Offender {ſwift Deſtruction ; bur 
it brings Miſery, Diſtreſs and Woe un- 
ſpeakable upon the Family, Friends and 
Relations. He therefore that commits 
this horrid Sin, ſhews that he is diveſted 
of natural Affection; that he is barba- 
rous, and void of all Compaſſion, even 
to thoſe to whom by the ſtricteſt Ties, by 
the plaineſt Laws of God and Nature, he 
is bound to expreſs Love and Compaſſion. 
Tis a moſt ſavage and inhuman Act, to 
be the Cauſe of Trouble and Anguiſh of 
Soul to ſo many innocent Perſons. He 
robs his Poſterity perhaps of their All, 
by one deviliſbo Action; or, if not this, 
he entails certain Miſery and Reproach 
upon them. The Memory of what he 
hath wickedly done, will not only be re- 
flected on by them to their Sorrow; but 
it will be caſt in their Teeth by others. 
If all the Circumſtances of this dreadful 
Sin were well conſider'd, they are enough 
to break the Hearts of the ſurviving Rela- 
tions, See the deſolate Widow, the Chil- 

] dren 


(176) 

dren or Acquaintance! How are their 
Souls diſtracted with different Paſſions! 
Behold the afflicted Mother transfix'd with 
the Sword of Sorrow ! Behold the reſt of 
the Friends weeping, and mourning, and 
languiſhing with Grief, crying out in the 
Bitterneſs of their Souls. And how, alas! 
ſhou'd it be otherwiſe? Since the Life in 
which they now are, affords them no Di- 
verſion, no Comfort at all; but is a 
wretched, melancholy Life; a Life of 
Pain and Uncaſineſs, full of Miſeries and 
bitter Reflections on the diſmal End of 
their Acquaintance; and how he ſhall 
eſcape the Terrors of the laſt dreadful 

Day! | 
The Murtherer of himſelf vainly hop'd 
to make his Condition better; but indeed 
*tis infinitely worſe: For, after Death, 
he muſt not think that he ſleeps, or is in 
a State of Inſenſibility; but that he ſhall 
be preſently convey'd to an Abode, where 
he muſt remain alive, and in Miſery, till 
the Judgment of the great Day ; when he 
ſhall be ſentenc'd to an irreverſible and 
greater Torment. O cou'd he but ſee 
Self-Murtherers in their Flames: Cou'd 
he but hear them cry in the midſt of their 
Torments; how wou'd he tremble and 
dread to follow them in their Sin, which 
he ſees hath plung'd them into all thoſe 
Miſeries ? 


a Ps 9 Ty SOTO OY al 1 nn was. HS 


I 

Miſeries? One ſingle Hour in this Place 
{hall be more inſupportable, than Ages of 
the Troubles this Sinner had ſuch an A- 
verſion io ſubmit to. The Afflictions he 
was to endure in this Lite, wou'd have 
found ſome Intervals of Eaſe and Com- 
fort; or, at leaſt, wou'd quickly have 
had a Period: but the Tortures he now 
muſt bear, have no Intermithon, no End. 
The Selt-Murtherer is hurried away in 
the Guilt of his own Blood, and has no 
Time for Repentance, which is requir'd 
to Salvation. 

But how 1s it known, ſay ſome, but 
God may have Mercy in Store for ſuch 
unhappy Sinners? We anſwer, God in 
his laſt reveal'd Will hath declar'd, that 
true Repentance is requiſite to eternal 
Bliſs; and Self-Murther is ſuch a haſty 
Diſpatch of Life, that no Time is allow'd 
for this neceſlary Duty: for he dics in the 
very Fact. Tis a ſtrange Suppoſition of 
ſome, that the Self-Murtherer may re- 
pent of his Crime before 'tis committed. 
But this, I am ſure, is ſuch a Repentance, 
as can never extenuate; but doth, in the 
higheſt Degree, aggravate the Sin. To 
beg of God Forgiveneſs, for a Crime 
that a Man is reſolv'd, deliberately, and 
with an obſtinate Pride, to commit, muſt 
be an Offence of that preſumptuous Na- 
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ture, that I am at a loſs to deſcribe it, as 
it deſerves. Nothing can be thought in 
the leaſt to mitigate it; but a Perſon's 
being truly depriv'd of his Reaſon and 
Underſtanding. As, when the Devil 
takes Advantage of melancholy and deep 
Perplexity of Heart, to ruin and ſeduce 
unſtable Souls, by tempting them to black 
Deſpair. And now to take it for granted, 
and lay it down for a ſtanding Maxim, 
that every Self- Murtherer muſt be non 
comps; that no Man wou'd do ſuch a 
terrible Action, unleſs he was diſtracted, 
is without all Reaſon. For, to what Pur- 
poſe wou'd 1t be for the Law to appoint 
an Enquiry to be made, as it doth in this 
Caſe? Our Laws wou'd not only be im- 
pertinent, but unjuſt, by ð ing a Pu- 
niſhment to ſuch an Act, as the Perſon 
that commits it cannot help. But 'tis no- 
torious, that ſome have deftroy'd them- 
ſelves wilfully and adviſedly. Others 
have prefac'd the bloody Crime with De- 
votions, and a Shew of Religion; they 
have quoted Authorities in Defence of 
their monſtrous and unnatural Crime ; 
and cenſure thoſe, as uncharitable Chri- 
ſtians, that ſhou'd think amiſs of their 
future State. Tis not for Man to pro- 
nounce any Perſon damned; but yer, it 


there were ever any Cauſe to fear, tis in 


the 
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the Caſe of Se!/-Murther. There are fo 
many aggravating Circumſtances that 
concur to enhance its Guilt, that (as I 
ſajd before) there is very little room left 
for Charity or Hope. It ſavours of A- 
theiſm and Infidelity, as if no future Re- 
wards or Puniſhments were appointed. 
Tis a Scandal and Reproach to Chriſti- 
anity, to one of the moſt eminent Vir- 
tues that it teacheth ; which is, Patience, 
and a Reſignation to the Will of God, in 
all things. Avoid theſe Afflictions we 
cannot, unleſs we ceaſe to be Men. Let 
us try therefore patiently to endure them; 
ſo ſhall we make that, which is a Tor- 
ment to others, an Inſtrument of Virtue 
to ourſelves. What are we, poor and weak 
Wretches, that we ſhou'd expect to 
be exempted from Troubles and Loſſes? 
What have we done to confine the Fa- 
your and Protection of Heaven? It was 
never deſign'd, than any Man in this Lite 
ſhou'd arrive at a State of abſolute Safety. 
Sore Trials are appointed for the Improve- 
ment of our Virtue; and God ſoftens 
and rewards them with inward and hea- 
venly Comforts, that they my bear up 
agamit the ſharpeſt Afflictions. All Excu- 
ſes made in behalf of this Sin, are very in- 
ſufficient and wicked. Some great Afflicti- 
on, as Loſs of Friends, Poverty, or Sickneſs, 
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Sc. may befal Men: But muſt they fling 


away their Lives in a Pet; and not wait till 
God, who ſent them, ſhall think fit to 
remove them? Do they know better than 
Omniſcient Wiſdom, when, and how to 
deliver themſelves from the afffictive Cir- 
cumſtances of this mortal Lite? If they 
are oppreſs'd with Sufferings of any kind, 
theſe bring their Profit with them. JU ig 
7 jor me, ſays David, that I have been 
in Trouble, We are not able to behave 
well, when all things go ſmoothly on; 
therefore moſt People have Reaſon to bleſs 
that Providence, which ſends Croſſes up- 
on them. For then they are touch'd with 
inward Remorſe: then they conſider, and 
are juſtly humbled for their former Crimes. 
If the Calamities therefore ſent from 
Heaven ſhall have their due Effect, and 
chaſtiſe you for your Tranſgreſſions, and 
brighten all your Virtues; the Lord who 
gave the Stroke, ſhall allo heal it. Pro- 


ſperous Events, after you have been tried, 


ſhall break in upon you, like a glorious 
Sun after a total Eclipſe. The humble 
Sufferer, at laſt, ſhall be tranſlated from 
this Valley of Tears, to a Life of immor- 
tal Glory, with his God and his Redeemer. 


The Afflictions which are but for a moment, 


are fully recompens'd by the ſweet Socic- 


ty of Saints and Angels, and the Spirits 
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of juſt Men made perfect. Let not then 


any Coward, for fear of what mighr 
happen, ſeparate Soul and Body; but 
arm himſelf with Patience, waiting ill 
the appointed Time of his Change Hall 


Come, 


To this Sin of Self-Murther, we may 
join another much like it, the faſhionable 
Vice of DuFLLING. 

The Pretences made for this abomina- 
ble Practice, are alſo uſually very weak 
and full of Vanity. What ſays the ſwel- 
ling Hector, Shall I tamely bear to be cald 
Liar? Shall T ſuffer my Honour to be ble- 
miſh'd? Yes certainly, ſay I, rather than 
ſpill your Blood to waſh out the Stains. 
You pay too great a Regard to your ill- 
bred Adverſary, to hazard your Life and 
Soul, that you may gratify his fretted 
Spleen. Egregious Folly! Think it not 
below you to contemn and pals by theſe 
rude Affronts, for your own Sake, and 
for Chriſt's Sake. Was not his Innocence 
ſlander'd, even his good Deeds repaid 
with Malice and Ingratitude ? And ſhall 
not the Contemplation of his Example 
teach you to bear Injuries? The contu- 
melious Uſage, the Calumnies and Cen- 
ſures of Men, who ſpeak ill of you, are 
deſign'd by God, perhaps, to bring you 
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to a modeſt Opinion of yourſelf; they 


are to cure your Ambition and Vain-glo- 
ry. Eut if you will not, cannot bear In- 
juries; will nothing ſatisfy your Revenge, 
but the Blood of the Reviler? Murther 
the very naming it ſtrikes us with Horror! 
So dreadful is the Crime, that no San- 
ctuary was provided for the guilty Perſon 
in {jrael: Thou ſhalt take him, faith God, 
Exod. xxi. 14. from mime Altar, that he 
may die. How daring 1s it then in Man, 
thus to defy the Majeſty of God? And 
how unnatural, to do ſuch inconceivable 
Damage to a Neighbour, as to rob him 
of his Life, the moſt dear and valuable 
of all earthly Bleſſings? 

Enquire into the Cauſe of the Challenge; 
what a Trifle docs it appear to be? Theſe 
Duellers may kill themſelves, and as ſud- 
denly as he that ſhoots himſelf thro' the 
Head, or falls on the Point of his Sword. 

This is to dze, as a Foo! dies. O that 
Men were je, that they wou'd conſider 
ein latter Find! Who hath bewitch'd 
then, to break thro' all the Reſtraints of 
Humanity and Religion, and comply 
with the Devil to their utter Deſtruction, 
low cautious ought all to be, not in this, 
or in any other way, to fling themſelves 
haſtily into the dreadful Abyſs of Eter— 
nity? Surfeiting and Drunkenneſs, and 

all 
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all other Occaſions of ſhortning Mens 
Days, ( whereof ſo many thouſands are 
guilty) may be ſaid to be the Ruin of 
their Families, and Deſtruction of their 
Souls. bo 


From all the foregoing Particulars, it 
appears, that to an ill-manag'd Educa- 
tion, or the Want of a good one, are ow- 
ing, in a great mcaſure, thoſe Diſorders, 
which ſhake and diſturb the Peace and 
Quiet; and undermine the Pleaſure of a 
numerous Family. Had Lads been train'd 
up in the Practice of all relative Duties 
from their tender Years, and taught con- 
tentedly to receive, what Providence 
thought fit ro inflict; not to murmur or 
repine at any Troubles that ſeem heavy; 
but to acknowledge the Mercy of FHea- 
ven, even in the Pains they endure, whe- 
ther of Body, or Mind, or Eſtate ; bet- 
ter Meaſures, in all probability, had been 
taken. 

] paſs on from the Laity to the Clergy, 
and am to prove, that 


As Education 1s ornamental, and of 


great Uſe to Magiſtrates and Gentlemen 
of Rank; ſo abſolute Nece/ity requires it 
in DIvINEs. 
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Their Office, if rightly perform'd, 1s, 
of all others, the moſt difficult, and by 
far of the greateſt Importance: and there- 
fore a larger Share of Knowledge is ex- 
pected from them, than from Profeſſors 
of any other kind. How otherwiſe ſhall 
they arrive at Judgment in ſuch a degree 
of Perfection, as, in all perplex'd Caſes, 
to guide the Laity? Divines ought to have 
a ready Apprehenſion to find out the 
Truth; and a ſolid Judgment to explain 
it. To this muſt be added, a Propriety 
of Language to expreſs themſelves; of 
Eloquence to perſuade; and of Prudence 
to direct all that are committed to their 
Charge. And as the Advantage of Speech in 
general, is an Excellency peculiar to Man- 
kind, and ſets them above Brutes; ſo E- 
loquence exalts thoſe that are Maſters, and 
Profeſſors of it, above the rate of com- 
mon Men. By this is meant, all that is 
neceſſary to make an accompliſh'd Ora- 
tor. This does not conſiſt only in Per- 
ſpicuity of Expreſſion, elegant and apt 
Words, and full Periods; but muſt alſo 
be ſtrengthen d by other Ornaments, and 


| Graces. Every Word ſhou'd be inſpir'd | 


with Life and Vigor, by a ſweet Pronun- 
ciation ; by due Riſings and Fallings, as 
is heſt accommodated to the matter in 


ha, id. All Which is to be ſet off with an 


unaffect- 
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unaffected Action; ſo as that the Counte- 
nance, the Hand, the Body; and every 
Geſture ſhall ſpeak, as well as the Mouth, 
and repreſent all the Affections of the 
Soul within *. For, the Orator knows 
not this Art, if he don't in his own Per- 
ſon, put on the Pathons, which he la- 
bours to infuſe into others. 

But Eloquence in a Divine, ſay ſome, 
is not requiſite; ſince the greateſt mo- 
mentous Truths they teach, will of them- 
ſelves perſuade, and want no artificial 
Helps to recommend them. Bur ler it 
be conſider'd, that Misfinformation, or 
ill Habits, have biaſs'd Mens Aﬀections, 
and ſer them violently againſt the Truth. 
Therefore they want a different Treat- 
ment from what wou'd do with Minds 
unprepoſleſs'd with falſe Opinions; ſo 
that the Strains of Eloquence are of ab- 
ſolute Neceſſity to render harden'd Sin- 
ners more ſoft and pliable. Its chief End 
is to fortify and protect Religion againſt 
Hereſies and Falſhood; that ſo Truth 
may not ſuffer, for want of proper Wea- 
pons to defend it; and I cannot do great- 
er Honour to Whitgift's Memory, nor 
greater Service to Candidates for holy Or- 
ders, than by pointing out his extraordi- 


Ste mere particularly the Art of ſpeaking grace- 
fully, p. 139. 
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nary Qualifications for them to follow ; 
for, his Performances when a Prieſt, are 
worthy to be recommended to all Clers gy- 
men. Now, this our learned Prelate was 
obſerv'd to be remarkable, for what will 
be a Credit and Honour to thoſe who mi- 


niſter in holy Things; 


1. Decent, diſtin, and devout Read- 
ing in the Church. 

2. Eloquent Preaching, 

3. Private, and well circumſtantiated 
Reproof. 

4. An unblameable Life, and being 
uſeful in all Stations, 


1. Whitgift was remarkable for decent, 
diſtinct, and devout Reading in the 
Church. All took notice of, and admir'd 
his grave Pronunciation; and it ſeems a 
matter of Aſtoniſhment, ſince tis of ſuch 
great Importance to adminiſter the vari- 
ous Offices of our publick Liturgy with a 
right Accent; that 'tis not more ſtudied 
and practis d. Some have wiſh'd, that 
no one was to be admitted into holy Or- 
ders, till his Performance in this kind 
was tried; and had the Approbation of 
thoſe, who cou'd find out a vitious Ha- 
bit, and correct it. For the W ay of per- 
forming the outward Part of Religion, has 

a great 
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a great Force and Efficacy towards the 
obtaining the inward Effects of it, There- 
fore no Pains thou'd be thought too great, 
to qualify and prepare Men rightly to 
perform the publick Service of our 
Church. A careleſs, haſty reading of the 
Common Prayer, as if 'twas a Burthen ; 
quenches the Spirit of Devotion; and is 
chiefly the Cauſe, that the Adverſaries of 
it abuſe the whole Office, calling it a 
dead Letter, and beggarly Elements : and 
then 'tis not to be wonder'd at, that others 
deſpiſe, what we ourſelves do not duly 
regard. Whereas, the Variations of the 
Voice ſuitable to all the different Parts of 
that excellent Office, wou'd make the 
Votaries feel devour Affections of the 
Mind. Had every Word its due Empha- 
ſis and Accent; was the Voice grave or 
Joyful, according to the Nature of the 
Sentence; was the whole Ofhce read di- 
ſtinctly, forcibly, and warmly ; it wou'd 
receive a new Life, and a new Soul. But 
ſome, without Senſe or Skill, make ſuch 
ſudden Elevations or Depreſſions of the 
Tone, that it gives great Offence; cau- 
ſing the Hearers to laugh, gaze about; 
and their Minds not at all to be mov'd 
with thoſe heavenly Exerciſes. Whitg:ft 
therefore when he officiated *, that the 


* He was now Parſon of Teverſam near Cambridge. 
Sx Geo. Paul, p. 7. P raycrs 
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Prayers might be more affecting, and have 
a good Influence, utter'd them in ſuch a 
manner, as became thoſe Prayers, 7z. e. 
with ſuch a diſtinct, grave, and pious 
Voice, as convey'd to the whole Audi- 
ence, the Vigor, Life and Spirit of the 
Devotion therein contain'd ; which cer- 
tainly 1s as great, as ever was in any hu- 
man Compoſition. But, as Whizgift en- 
flam'd the Congregation with Ardor and 
ſprightly Zeal in reading; ſo was he emi- 
nent for another Part of the miniſterial 


Office, that 


2. Of Preaching. 


This was not ordain'd, as a temporary 
Ordinance to ſerve the primitive Times 
only; but hath been, is, and will be, of 
conſtant Uſe to the World's End. For, 
there will be always Hereticks to be con- 
futed; weak Chriſtians to be ſtrengthen'd; 
and doubtful ones to be ſatisfied; the Pi- 
ous are to be directed, and the Wicked 
reprov'd. Now, Preaching is the ordi- 
nary Means God has appointed in his 
Church for all theſe Occaſions. Accord- 
ingly our pious Divine was never want- 
ing in what was his Duty. For, the Wri- 
ter of his Life * aſſures us, that he was 
a conſtant Preacher, (unleſs hinder'd by ex- 

| * Sir George Paul, p. 87. 
traord:- 
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traordinary Buſineſs) and that his Gift that 


way was excellent; that when be preach'd, 
'twas as if you heard St. Auſtin himſelf; or 
ſome of the ancient Biſhops in the primitive 
Church. His Matter was alſo ſolid, full 
of found Learning, plentiful in Authorities 
out of Scripture and Schoolmen; and fo 
ſingularly applied, that he much affetted his 
Auditory therewith. Thus he often mov'd 
Mens Minds; and that not by the Force of 
Eloquence only; but by his pious Life, an- 
fwerable to his religious Sentences ; the O- 
pinion and Confidence which the People had 
of his Integrity, was very great ; becauſe 
he lid unſpotted of the World, and would 
not any way be corrupted *, His Action 
and his Geiture were ſo grave and devout; 
his Words ſo tender, and without Aﬀecta- 
tion ; that he never fail'd of moving his 
Congregation. Before he left Worceſter, 
(where he was Biſhop ſome Years) he 
preach'd his Farewel-Sermon ; the neigh- 
bouring Gentry and Clergy throng'd to 
hear his pious Diſcourſe; and his pathe- 
tical Addreſs made the Audience, which 
was a very great one, tremble and weep : 
He touch'd and mov'd every Spring of 
their Souls, and ſtruck fach a Concern 
and Compunction into their Hearts, that 
the whole Congregation went out of the 
* The ſame Writer of his Life, p. 88. 
Church. 
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Church, all in Tears, with their Eyes 
fix d on the Ground. And 'tis not to be 
wonder'd at, ſince in the Scriptures are 
the moſt important Subjects, and the moſt 
weighty Arguments; that if any thing 
can poſſibly move, theſe can: There on- 
ly wants a ſolid Judgment, and decent 
Elocution (of which //vrgrft was fo great 
a Maſter) to give them their proper Force 


and Energy. Bow comes it to paſs then, 


that our learned Clergy have no better 
Succeſs? For, many excellent Men both 
for Preacking and Living are not ſo hap- 
py, as to convert all the Sinners in their 
ſeveral Pariſhes. However, tho' this be 
diſcouraging to the Endeavours of a good 
Paſtor; yet ſome will obey, and be ſav'd 
by theſe efficacious Means; and 'tis worth 
all their Pains, if they bring a few Souls 
to Heaven. For God will reward a good 
Shepherd, not after his Succeſs ; but ac- 
cording to his Labour. The Reaſon why 
People in theſe Days are not profited, is, 
that too many Auditors come to hear out 
of Curioſity; to make Obſervations, in 
order to diſpute all the Week after. E- 
very one will judge by his own Taſte. 
Some expect to be entertain'd with polite 


Diſcourſes the Pcriods muſt be even, and 


round; witty Scntences inſerted, or the 
| Performance is condemn'd, as flat, dull, 
and 
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and inſipid. Others demand learned Ob- 
ſervations, Sayings from the Philoſophers 
and Fathers, or the Diſcourſe, in their 
Opinion, is of no Value. Nothing but 
Politicks; or elſe deep Points in Religion, 
are an Entertainment to many Palates; 
who delight to have their Heads fill'd 
with matter for Strife and Debate. Theſe 
are the various and contrary Qualificati- 
ons, that have been requir'd of Preachers 
by the Ignorant and Fooliſh; and thoſe 
Divines, who are ſo weak, or ſo wicked, 
as to gratify them, often occaſion Wrang- 
ling; and ſometimes a Separation from 
the Church. But our //hitgift never 
pleas'd theſe diſtemper'd Palates, by en- 
tertaining his Hearers with Wu, Polincks, 
or myſterious Points in Divinity ; his on- 
ly Aim was, as it ought, to fave the Souls 
of them that heard him. When ſome 
reigning Sin was to be oppos'd, or Here- 
ſy confuted, (as Popery and Puritaniſm 
in his Days) he dcliver'd to the Congre- 
cation, the true Faith once deliver d to the 
Saints. And it we wou'd copy after 
him, the great and fundamental Points of 
Religion ſhou'd be maintain'd ; and what- 
ever Doctrines tend to the deſtroying the 
primitive Tenets, oppos'd; for he is a 
very coinplaiſant Divine, who out of 
Views of Preterment, can deſert or be- 

I tray 
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tray that Truth, which he has ſolemnly 
ſworn to defend. Farther, 
That Wh:itgift might promote the Sal- 
vation of thoſe, over whom the Holy 


Ghoſt had made him Overſeer, he us'd 
PLAINNESS or SPEECH; 


Adapting his Words to the Capacity of 
his Congregation. A Preacher, without 
imitating him in this reſpect, will be a 
Barbarian to his Pariſhioners; and ſince 
he is to inſtruct them, not in ſmall tri- 
fling Affairs, not in Matters of a ſhort 
Continuance ; but in things relating to 
their everlaſting State: Words hard to be 
underſtood, are a Fault, for which no 
Defence can be made. The Orators and 
Rhetoricians of old, were fond of being 
thought eloquent, becauſe their only De- 
fign was to be held in Admiration : but 
the Ends of Preachers of the Goſpel, are 


far more noble: They are to ſpeak with 


ſerious Gravity, as being commiſſion'd to 
reconcile Offenders r the King of Kings, 
and Lord of Lords. They are not to 
chuſe therefore the enticing lords of Man's 
Wiſdom, or Excellency of Speech; but a 


nervous, ſmooth Plainneſs. Young in- 


judicious Hearers, who expect more to 


be pleas' d, than to have their Affections 
wrought 
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wrought upon, may commend Wit and 
fine Fouriſhes; but the wiſe and ſober de- 
ſpiſe theſe youthful Trifles. If any one 
ſhou'd take upon him the Character of an 
Ambaſſador from the greateſt Prince on 
Earth; and deliver his Maſter's Will in 
quibbling Witticiſms, his Diſcourſe wou'd 
ſeem contemptible and abſurd. With 
how much more Care then ought he, 
who is commiſſioned by the Broad Seal of 
Heaven, to avoid a childiſh Style? An 
Aﬀectation of glittering Beauties defiles 
the Purity of God's Word ; which of it 
ſelf is grave and natural, and wants no 
other Ornament. An induſtricus Labour 
to adorn and ſtrengthen a divine Diſcourſe 


with pagan Rites, is to weaken and de- 


baſe its inward Worth. For there is in 
the ſacred Volumes alone, a rich Treaſure 
of all Graces and Beauties; which, if 
well ſtudied, will furniſh a Preacher 
with Examples on all Occaſions. Whit- 
gift, a divine Orator, repreſented the 
Doctrines of the Goſpel clearly; forcing 
the great Duties of it, with an affectio- 
nate Eagerneſs and Concern. He never 
aim'd at any ſparkling Thought to draw 
Attention; his chief Study being to pro- 
fit; not to ſhew himſelf witty; but to 
make his Hearers wiſe unto Salvation. 
Vet to prevent Miſtake, I add, that by 
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plain Preaching, is not meant what 1s 
{light, vulgar and unpremeditated (which 
the Ignorant commend as familiar) but 
what is eaſy, manly and ſolid ; and none 
but the Learned can compoſe after this 
manner. Common Proverbs, vulgar Si- 
militudes, and clowniſh Phraſes, are not 
becoming the Houſe of God: Theſe 
make all Men, who have any Ingenuity, 
bluſh. As nothing is ſo great, and noble 
in itſelf, as Divinity; ſo nothing is more 
ſhameful, than to treat it in a ſordid way, 
unbecoming the Dignity it requires. It 
a Preacher has no Vivacity in his Style, 
and knows not fervently to ſtir up his 
Audience, he is ignorant of the great 
Tidings that are to be proclaim'd. Not 
ſo our Whitgift: He brandiſh'd the Sword 
of God before the Eyes of Sinners, and 
brought the Diſobedient to the Wiſdom of 
the Tuft. Such awakening Subjects were 
inſiſted on by him, as could not fail of 
alarming the Conſcience, and rouſing 
thoughtleſs Criminals out of the deep 
Slumber they were fallen into, by the 
Softneſs of a pleaſurable Age. He per- 
ſuaded Men by the great Advantage, and 
bleſſed Conſequences of a good Lite, and 
the Duties requiſite to it; by the Terrors 
of Death; of the laſt Judgment; of 
Heaven and Hell, &c. Some pitch on 

abſtruſe, 
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abſtruſe, difficult, or barren Subjects, on- 
ly to boaſt of Wit and Learning : They 
aim to ſhew ſomething ; and ſo U they do 
but 'tis only their own Conceitedneſs. 

Pagans, we are inform'd, cou'd appear 
vehement and rais'd even upon worthleſs 
Occaſions. Art and Force of Eloquence 
were diſplay'd on things of ſmall mo- 
ment; yet they led their admiring Hear- 
ers how they pleas'd. Shou'd not then 
the moſt auguſt and tremendous Objects 
of our Faith have a ſtronger Influence 
over all Mankind ? But becauſe fome Vi- 
ces are improper to be reprov'd ogperly ; 
our Whitgift, 3dly, did, when Occation 
ofter'd, exerciſe that ſhamefully neglected 
Duty 

Of Rebuhing in Private, 


He knew ſome Perſons were ſtrictly 
oblig'd to have a particular Regard to the 
Conduct of others; according to that of 
St. Paul, 2 Tim. iv. 1, 2. 1 charge thee 
before God, and the Lord Feſuss Crit, Re- 
prove, rebuke, exhort with or long ſuffer- 
ing. 'T his 1s the Duty of Parents towards 
their Children; of Putors and Governors 
toward thoſe, who are committed to their 
Care and Education; of Biſhops and Pa- 
ſtors to their Dioceſes. All theſe are 
ſtrongly oblig'd to the Diſcharge of this 
| O 2 Office; 
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Office ; to warn giddy, unthinking Sin- 
ners againſt evil Courſes, and to admoniſh 
them with all Authority. For thus fays 
God, Ezek. xxxiii. 8. If thou doeſt not 
ſpeak to warn the Wicked from his way, and 
that wicked Man die in his Iniquity ; his 
Blood will I require at thy Hands. That 
is, He who wilfully loſes another's Soul, 
muſt ſatisfy God's Juſtice by the Loſs of 
his own. The Diſcipline of Camps con- 
demns thoſe, that are ſet on the Watch, 
if the Enemy approach on that Side, and 
they give no warning. Bur if the Peo- 
ple are warn'd of the Danger of the Sins, 
he ſees them guilty of; and they regard- 
teſs, go on to their own Ruin; then they 
are Felones de ſe ; they are guilty of their 
own Deſtruction, and the Prieſt is clear 
of Blame. 

Whitgift ſhew'd the Compaſſion of a 
tender Shepherd to a wandring Sheep ; 
when a Perſon was going aſtray, this 
careful Paſtor went to the Offender, and 
exhorted him earneſtly to beware of the 
particular Sin, he ſaw him incline to. If 
Biſhops, Paſtors of a Flock, and Guar- 
dians of Youth, ſhall neglect to reprove, 
and exhort; how many hopeful, but un- 
wary young Gentlemen, may juſtly thus 
complain: We alas! were ignorant and 
Jnthinking ; but you inſtructed us not, tho 

We 
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we were committed to your Charge. We 
ſuffer d our Appetites to have an abſolute 
Aſcendant over us; and you reflrain'd us 
not, You were filent; and by your Silence 
have deſtroy d thoſe, whoſe Happineſs you 
were oblig'd to procure. Our Miſery is oc- 
caſion'd chiefly, by your letting us alone, 
without any due Reprorf, or Exhortation. 
O had you taught us our Duty, and repro d 
our Folly, we were ready to hearken; had 
you warn'd, reprov'd, or punifh'd, and 
made us obey ; it had not been with us, as 
Now it is. 

Had there been no poſitive Precept, yet 
the very Nature of the thing ſhews, how 
much all that have a proper Authority. 
were oblig'd to this Duty; which is ſo 
agreeable to the great End and Deſign of 
the Chriſtian Religion, the Salvation of 
Mankind. For, as no one can, without 
the higheſt Injury to himſelf, and his 
own eternal Welfare, fall into a bad way, 
and continue in it; ſo neither can any 
one do his Friend a more real Kindneſs, 
than by endeavouring to draw him out of 
it: and nothing is more uſeful to this 
End, than private Admonition. Tis a 
grand Miſtake to imagine, that People 
are to be inſtructed only from the Pulpit: 
Divines muſt apply themſelves, not only 
in publick; but alſo in private, to the 
O 3 Igno- 


( 198 ) 

Ignorant and Erroneous ; to ſuch as are 
careleſs in good, and bold in evil Works. 
Theſe Exhortations and Reproofs we take 
moſt kindly, and are therefore moſt like- 
ly to work a Reformation, He that 
carries on this Work continually with Pru- 
dence and Judgment, will , ſave him- 
ſelf, and thoſe that hear him. Whitgift, 
that great Pattern of Love and Charity, 
us'd all prudent Methods to reſcue all, 
ſuch eſpecially as were committed to his 
Charge, out of the Jaws of the Devil; 
and to tranſlate them from Miſery here, 
toLitc and Immortality in the next World. 
This is the wonderful Reſult of ſeaſona- 
ble Reproof: And among all the Chari- 
ties that Miigiſt did, none was greater, 
than his endeavouring thus to reclaim an 
offending Brother. This vigilant and la- 
borious Divine, Who was by the Court 
choſe Umpire of all Diſputes, was rebu- 
king Offenders almoſt every Day: By his 
prudent Management, the Stubborn and 
evil Doers were brought to a Senſe of their 
Errors, and a due Submiſſion *. The 
Account wou'd fill a Folio, ſhou'd I ſay 
all that he did in this kind. The People 

bleſs'd this true Friend that reprov'd them, 
and the charitable Hand which aſſiſted 
S them to their Happineſs. Whitgift knew, 
* The Reverend Mr. Strype, p. 69, 
| that 
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that he was a Shepherd, whoſe Office 
was, 70 feed his Flock in green Paſtures, 
and to lead them forth beſides the Waters A 
Comfort; and with his Shepherd Ss Staff, t 
drive in ſuch, as wander in the Valles of 
Death and Deftruttion, Pſal. xxiii. 2, 4. 

It a Sin be committed, by which the 
Glory of God, and the Honour of our 
bleſſed Saviour, or the Truths of the Go- 
{pel are openly impeach'd, can a faithful 
Servant of Chriſt be ſilent? No; he will 
vindicate the Majeſty of God, the Truth 
of our Religion, as publickly, as the 
other impeach'd them; and ſhew, that 
his Zeal for them, is not leſs than the 
Blaſphemer's Boldneſs againſt them. The 
high and honourable, how great ſoever 
they may ſeem to be, are yet but Men: 
the Powerful, we find, are expos'd to 
Sin, as well as Peaſants; and ſhall be no 
leſs accountable to God tor their evil Do- 
ings, than the meaneſt of the People. 
For we cannot in the whole Bible find 
one Paſſage that exempts them, any more 
than others, from Puniſhment for their 
Sins. However, tho' Offenders are Men 
of Wealth and Honour, aud muſt be re- 
prov'd, as well as the Poor; yet tis not 
tor every pragmatical Perſon to ſtep for- 
ward, and take upon him this difficult 
Office. No: this muſt be done by thoſe 
O 4 only, 
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only, who have the Care of their Souls 
committed to their Charge. They who 
ſtand accountable to God for them, may, 
nay, muſt rebuke Sinners, tho' they are 
above them in Age, or Authority : But 
this muſt be obſerv'd, that they do not 
lay aſide the Reſpect, which is due to 
them in this World, while they aim to 
make them happy in the next. Whitgift 
therefore reprov'd after the moſt ſoft and 
reſpectful manner, and let the Crimi- 
nal know, that his Admonition proceed- 
ed from a true Concern for his Welfare ; 
and that it was to reconcile him to God, 
in order to fave his Soul. 

Now, that his Rebukes might meet 
with good Succeſs ; he obſerv'd the criti- 
cal Times, when Impreſſions of Religi- 
on were moſt likely to ſucceed. When 
an Offence was private, he choſe a pri- 
vate Place; and us'd a mild and friendly 
Reproof ; according to St. Paul's Directi- 
on, Gal. vi. 1. Brethren, if a Man be over- 
taken in a Fault, ye who are ſpiritual, re- 
ſtore ſuch a one, in the Spirit of Meekneſs. 
He, the moſt compaſſionate Caſuiſt, did 
not expoſe, or upbraid his poor miſtaken 
Brother; but treated him with the ten- 
dereſt Affect ion; and was as deeply mov'd 
at his Ignorance, as if he had been a blind 
Wanderer upon the Brink of a Precipice, 

| without 


„, 
without a Guide: What Inhumanity 


wou'd it be, not to warn ſuch a one of 
his Danger? But it is a more diſmal Sight, 
to ſee a Sinner blind-fold, ready to fall 
into the bottomleſs Pir, for want of one 
to direct him to eternal Bliſs. 

Our Prelate knew, that as God had 
committed many Mens Souls to his 
Charge, ſo he wou'd require an Account 
of them at his Hands: Upon this Ac- 
count it was, that he ſo 8 re- 
prov'd the Offenders of that Age after 
St. Paul's Example, who dealt very free- 
ly with that great and harden'd Sinner, 
Felix. He did not ſooth him up in his 
ſinful Courſes, becauſe he was of high 
Quality; but faithfully diſcharg'd his Of- 
fice, and denounc'd God's Judgments 
againſt Sin, and againſt thoſe particular 
Sins, which he knew Felix to be guilty 
of. This Governor's judicial Admini- 
ſtrations were, we are inform'd by Taci- 
tus, partial and unfair: he made no Scru- 
ple to violate the Laws of Juſtice ; for he 
puniſh'd the Innocent, to ingratiate him- 
ſelf with the Multitude. To/ephus in- 
forms us, that he was an ill Man alſo in 
a private Capacity, being notorious for his 
Lewdneſs and Debauchery: As a Proof 
of which, he had by indire& Means pre- 
vail'd on Dru/i//q to forſake her lawful 


Husband. 
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Husband. Now, where was the Honeſty 
of perſuading a Woman to violate the 
mott ſolemn Promiſes, and to ſtand per- 
jur'd upon Record? How ſuitable then 
was St. Paul's Subject, when he reaſon'd 
of Righteouſneſs, Temperance, and a Judg- 
ment to come. He, tis ſuppos'd, prov'd 
the Certainty of a future State; and that 
tho' a Sinner in this World might be too 
owerful, and too big to be corrected; 
or, tho' a Judge might be ſoftned by Flat- 
tery, byaſs'd by Fear, or brib'd with 
Gold, to elude the Laws; that there can 
be no ſuch Management at the /aft Day; 
but that the Enquiries ſhall be very ſtrict, 
and the Sentence impartial. Now, how 
nearly, how deeply was Felix concern'd 
in this Diſcourſe? Vet he was ſo far from 
abuſing the Apoſtle; becauſe he had di- 
ſturb'd him in his Sins; ſo far from ma- 
king the Preacher tremble, (as the manner 

of ſome is) that he frembled himſelf. 
Whitgift, if a Perſon refus'd to com- 
ply with his good Advice, and to reform 
upon his Admonition, did not, after fre- 
quent and repeated Offers of doing him 
good, think himſelf oblig'd to contend 
with him any longer, but committed the 
Affair to God; and endeavour'd to gain 
that by his Prayers, which his fe Dr/- 

courſes could not effect. 

That 
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That this excellent Duty of private 
Admonition, which might reclaim Thou- 
ſands of poor, unthinking Sinners, ſhou'd 
in a manner be laid aſide, is greatly to be 
wonder'd at, and lamented. However, 
it muſt be own'd with Grief, that there 
are many Diſcouragements to this friend- 
ly Othce. For, the Proud and Paſlionate 
will not bear even a /oft Rebuke ; they look 
on it, as a Boldneſs, and a great Affrom, 
and eſteem it as a piece of Gallantry to 
contemn the Profeſſion, as well as the 
Reproots of a Pricſt. But Felix, though 
a Heathen, when his Crimes were charg'd 
upon him by St. Paul, did not look on 
himſelf as affronted ; did not laugh at, 
nor ridicule the Doctrine of a future 
Judgment; nor do we find that he call'd 
the Apoſtle /aucy and inſolent, becauſe he 
talk'd freely with a Perſon of his Rank 
and tation; and laid his Sin and his Dan- 
gcr plainly before him : He did not think 
himſelf too big to be corrected ; too great 
to be told, that he was a Sinner, and in 
danger of being undone to all Eternity. 
No; he was attentive to the Apoſtle's Diſ- 
courſe, and took it, as 'twas deſign'd, to 
himſelf. He did not inſult the Preacher, 
and expoſe his Office; or ſcorn to be re- 
prov'd even by his Priſoner. Thus St. 
Paul dealt frecly with the Governor, as 


the 
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the Prophet Nathan did with David, 
= = - Thou art the Man. And this is the 
Method all Preachers of the Goſpel ought 
to take, and reprove thole Sins in particu- 
lar, which they know the People com- 
mitted to their Charge, to be guilty of; 
and not cry, Peace, Peace, to their Peo- 
ples Conſciences, when God ſays, there 
7s no Peace, But this plain Dealing, you 
ſay, may prove dangerous, and be a Bar 
to all your future Hopes. We reply, that 
a faithful Paſtor is to do his Duty; to be 
vigilant and courageous in driving away 
ſtrange Doctrines, and pernicious Here- 
flies: and rebuke, in order to reclaim, 
lewd and ſcandalous Offenders. 

If Biſhops, Paſtors and Teachers, Ma- 
ſters of Families, Inſtructors of Youth, 
Sc. do not reprove the Wickedneſs of 
ſuch as are committed to their Care, 
(when they hear of any particular Sin in 
Vogue) 'tis a moſt unwarrantable Com- 
pliance; and a manifeſt Proof, that they 
fear Man, more than God. 

Our Whitgift, when a Quarrel, which 
was in danger of being attended with 
Blood-ſhed, happen'd between two Gen- 
tlemen of Rank and Condition *, endea- 
vour'd by much Perſuaſion to reconcile 


* Sir John Ruſſel, and Sir Henry Barkely. Sir 
George Paul, p. 31. 
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them. When that was ineffectual, he 
us'd ſharp Reproofs and Threats; and at 
laſt, prevail'd on them to be good Friends. 
He did not flatter the Great, the Rich, 
or the Honourable to their Ruin; but 
boldly rebuk'd Vice. "Tis greatly to be 
wiſh'd, that Men would pay more Re- 
gard to ſeaſonable Admonition, and en- 
courage the Clergy to revive this benefi- 
cial Office. If the Powerful, by angry 
Reſentment, drive away their honeſt Ad- 
viſers, woe be to them! For then they are 
left to their Sins, and conſequently to 
their Deſtruction. But, alas! we have 
roo many, like Nero, forward to commit 
Sin, but enrag'd when they are told of it. 
They are proud and foolith, obſtinate and 
ſcornful, retuſing to open their Ears and 
Hearts to wholſome Counſel. Of ſuch 
there. is little Hope, that they will be 
converted and live: but a tender Chriſti- 
an, tho' he is ruffled, and diſcompos'd at 
firſt, yet in time he will be ſenſible of his 
own Danger, and your Kindneſs: He 
will then abhor thoſe that flatter'd him; 
and love his kind Reprover, according to 
that of Solomon, Prov. xxviii. 23. He that 
rebuketh a Man; afterwards ſhall find more 
Favour, than he that flattereth with bis 
Tongue. 
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I/hitgift, that he might find Succeſs, 
always began his Reproofs with gentle 
Methods, and expreſs'd a true Affection 
for the Sinner; and his Diſpleaſure, only 
againſt the Sin; fully convincing him, 
that a tender Regard for his temporal and 
eternal Welfare, were the only Motives 
of his Admonition. Bur let it be grant- 
ed, that he had drawn upon him the An- 
ger of fooliſh Men; this Thought wou'd 
buoy up his Spirits, that he was affur'd of 
the Favour of God; he remember'd on 
whoſe Errand he came, and whoſe Com- 
miſſion he had; and that there are Times, 
when hey who pleaſe Men, are no longer 
the Servants of Chriſt : Times, when a 
Freedom of Speech, ſo much ſpoken of 
in the Scriptures, is abſolutely neceſſary; 
and that, as by an undaunted Firmneſs 
of Mind, the Goſpel was at firſt propa- 
gated ; ſo by the ſame, it muſt ſtill be 
maintain'd. For their Encouragement, 
it may be depended on, that God will al- 
ways ſtand by thoſe, who wait at his Al- 
tar, and diſcharge their Othce by coura- 
geous Prudence. And if their kind In- 
tentions are ſometimes diſappointed; it 
ſome are angry, and others miſrepreſent 
what they do; againſt all Diſcourage- 
ments, they muſt arm themſelves with 
Chriſtian Fortitude ; and whatever is the 
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Reſult of their Labours in this World, 
they cannot fail of receiving a olotious 
Reward for them in the World to come. 

But as J/h1tgift read Prayers with great 
Devotion in the Church; had an excel- 
lent Gift of Preaching, and reprov'd Of- 
fenders with Prudence and Fidelity; fo 
he adorn'd all theſe Qualifications with 
Innocency of Life, that he might ſerve the 
Lord alſo by his good Example. St. Peter 
expreſsly requires *, that Paſtors be ex- 
emplary to their Flocks. Preaching 1s 
but half their Duty: A careful, ſober 
Life is as requilite for Example, as the 
other for Inſtruction. Or:gcn's Character, 
'tis ſaid, was the chief Cauſe that his 
Preaching made ſo many Converts. For 
the People knew, that his Words and his 
Actions did exactly agree. While his 
Lips taught, what ſhould be done; his 
Life directed them how to perform it. 
Therefore 'tis of the laſt Importance, 
that the Clergy be unblemiſh'd, and ex- 
emplary in their Converſation ; for nei- 
ther Wit, nor Learning, Eloquence or 
Education, will be ornamental to them, 
unleſs they lead good and pious Lives. 


We deſcend, in the laſt place, to ſhew 
the Uſciuilncis of Education to the com- 
mon People and Traders, 

1 Pet. lui; 
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Learning, tho' valuable in itſelf, and 
highly eſteem'd by the Generality of 
Mankind, as a great Accompliſhment, 
and infinitely to be preferr'd to any the 
moſt exalted Degree of Fortune; 1s not 
to be acquir'd by all. However, though 
ſome Children may ſeem unfit, or inca- 
pable of great Improvements, yet the E- 
ducator muſt not neglect them, or de- 
ſpair; all Labour will not be loſt: they 
may be mended and better'd, tho' they 
are not of a Capacity to make a ſhining 
Figure among Scholars. Daily Conver- 
ſation with Lads of quick and ready 
Parts, will poliſh and whet their Minds; 
as Iron 1s brightned, cleans'd, and ſharp- 
ned by the File. Their diſcerning Facul- 
ty by good Inſtruction will be made more 
quick and lively; their Apprehenſion, 
when they come to be Men, will ſooner 
comprehend what is propos'd; they will 
be enabled to examine the Grounds of an 
Opinion, before they give their final De- 
termination. If therefore, they can't be 
made Maſters of Hiſtory, Languages or 
Poetry: If they cannot be good Judges of 
Books; if not capable of apprehending 
great Things, tho' cver ſo well explain'd 
to them; they may learn to exerciſe Truth 
and Honeſty ; to abhor mean and unwor- 
thy Actions; to hate all evaſive Wark 
| an 
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and reſolve to be good, in ſpight of al! 
the Marks, an ill-natur'd World can ſet 
upon them. The Excellency of a Man 
conſiſts, not in Subtilty of Wit, in Elo- 
quence of Speech, or in Fineneſs of Parts; 
but in a good and uſeful Life. The grow- 
ing more learned, ſhou'd not be the only 
End-of Study ; but Lads ought to ſtudy, 
that they may know how to practiſe well, 
and learn this beſt of Arts, Fo ive and dic 
[the Saints, This is a better Improve- 
ment than the moſt diſtinguith'd Shill in 
all Points, that ever employ'd the Tongues 
of Philoſophers or Divines. Worthy 
Deeds are always an Ornament to human 
Nature; but they are lovely, and molt 
beautiful in Youth. To behold in one 
carly (as we ſometimes do) all the unaf- 
fected Parts of Picty, and to find him 
ready to hearken to the wiſeſt Covn!cls, 
and imitate the bcit Examples; all Men 
are apt to preſage ſome noble Things of 
fuch a Soul. | 

To ſee, on the other hand, a reaſona- 
ble Creature act without Reaſon; nay, 
againſt it: 'T'o {ce an uneducated, whiffling 
Lad purſue every giddy Fancy; whole 
Life is ſtained with Vice above his Age; 

Who affects to be a Man, only to be a 
Beaſt; what a grievous sight! is this ? 
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But the ſtrongeſt Motive, with many, 
to procure Learning and honeſt Principles, 
will be, that this is the beſt Way to thrive 
and proſper i in the World. All our En- 
deavours will be fruitleſs and vain, unlets 
the Providence of God gives a Bleſling to 
them; and there is no better way to en- 
gage che Almighty not to forget us, than 
by our daily and proper Remembrance of 
him. 

Beſides the private Advantage chat will 
redound to a Perſon, that has ſound, ho- 
neſt Principles; while the Inhabitants of 
avy Kingdom are remarkable for Juttice 
and Honeſty, we prelage great Felicity to 
that Nation: God who made the World, 
and {till upholds it, is concern'd to pro- 
ſper that Government moſt, which is 
moſt concern'd to aflert his Honour and 
Glory. 

That this may not be doubted of, he 
hath e Solon to proclaim to 
all tñe World, tus cternal Truth, chat 
Righteorſueſs wilt exalt Nation, as it has 
by divine Appointment a natural 'Tenden- 
cy that way. Very Infidels and Strangers 
to the Commonweaith of Iſrael, had from 
the Inſtincts of Nature ſuch a Senſe of a 
Deity, and an over-ruling Power, that 
they truſted nor 'to the Situation and 
Strength of their Cities; not to the Nun 
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ber, Valour, or Wealth of the Inhahi- 
tants for their Detence ; but wholly im- 
puted their Safety to the divine Protecti- 
on. And can our Thoughts be leſs ho- 
nourable, our Sentiments leſs gencrous, 
of that Religion, which requires the 1 noſt 
regular Juſtice, the moſt frank and uni- 
verſal Charity? A Religion ſo highly 
conducive to the Peace of Societies, the 
Intereſt of Nations, and the common 
Good of Mankind; ; which naturally 
tends to heal the Ditorders or the State; 
to make Subjects peaceable and obedient, 
Armies ſucceistul, Princes belov'd and 
glorious. This is no fond Idea of thought- 
ful Men; but the Reſult of Experience, 
and a Maxim recciv'd in the Politicks of 
the wiſeſt King. "Tis a Dictate from the 
Throne of Solomon, and a Foundation 
for the moſt happy Government, laid 
down by a Prince that had the Spirit of 
Wiſdom for his Guide. This is allo clear 
from the Tendency of Religion and Ju- 
ſtice, to promote the Intereit and Honour 
of a Nation at home; and to procure it a 
great Eſteem among Nations abroad. 
When theſe flouriſh, everv Poct calls it 
the Golden Age; and all Hiſtori jans, how 
ever looſe theinſelves, yet are loud in the 
Applauſe of Juſtice; and take pains, in 
their Annals, to perpetuate its Fame, and 
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make the Remembrance of it live for 
ever. Thus was the Foundation of the 
Roman Greatneſs laid. Their Religion 
gain'd them more Conquelts, than their 
Valour and their Arms. But when Ne- 
ma's Spirit and Religion were loſt, and 
their antient Juſtice and Integrity were 
obſerv'd to fail, then their Eagles began 
to droop, and their Succeſs to flag. When 
the Juſtice and Fidelity of a Nation are 
blemiſh'd, (upon wich all Leagues and 
Contracts, all Trade and Commerce ever 
did, and ever will depend) the Credit of 
it is Joſt; tis abandoned by all other Na- 
tions; left to confederate with its oven 
Vices, and combat wich the Anger of 
Heaven, and the common Contempt and 
Scorn of Men. But Reputation and Ho- 
nour do as certainly, and as naturally at- 
tend upon a juft and faithful People, as a 
Shadow does upon a Subſtance. Let the 
acuteſt Atheiſt produce a ſingle Inſtance 
of any Kingdom, which truly honour'd 
God, that was not great in the Eſtimation 
and Love of Men. Publick Juſtice makes 
the Tradeſman's Shop as ſecure, as if it 
vas a Fort impregnable; it eaſes the Cares 
of the laborious Husbandman; it is a 
Guard to the Farmer's Folds, his Flocks 
and Fields. Every Subject rejoices in the 
Fruits of his own Labour; and has a 
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Share in the Peace and Proſperity of the 
Publick; which he is bound, by his own 
Intereit, to promote. Tis common for 
Providence Yhus to deal with Mankind: 
God tcourges thoſe, that by their Sins 
riſe in Rebellion againſt him; and is a 
Saviour and mighty Deliverer to all who 
fight his Bartels againſt their Sins. The 
Periods of Families, and Subverſion of 
Nations, and ſtrange Revolutions in the 
World; which ſwell to many Volumes of 
Hiſtory, cannot better be accounted for. 
He thar will conſider by what Ways, Em- 
pire and Dominion have wander'd from 
one Nation to another People, need only 
look into the Origin of the Afyrian, Per- 
ſian, Grecian and Roman Greatneſs; from 
what mean Beginnings, and by what Steps 
they grew up into the greateſt Monarchics 
of the World: and again, how unac- 
countably they moulder'd, funk under 
their own Weight, and fell back again to 
their mean ee will perceive, by 
whom it is, that Kingdoms triumph, and 
Nations proſper; who it is, that pulls down 
one, and ſets up another. Cer tainly then, 
that which prevents the Sins, that make 
the Almighty proclaun War with a Na- 
tion; that which endears the Government 
to every Subject; that which makes the 
World court the Friendſhip and Alliance 
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of a People; that which recommends a 
Nation to the Protection and Care of 
Providence; of ſuch a Righteouſneſs, we 
may well ſay, that it ſerves the Intereſt, 
and exalts the Honour of a Nation; and 
tends to promote the Peace and Welfare 
of Mankind. Hence you ſee, how every 
private Man, by a pious Educ: ation, may 
be uſeful to the Publick by his exemplary 
Life. Ten righteous Men wou'd have 
preſerv'd Sodom; and no doubt, a com- 
petent Number may do much, to keep 
any linking Pcoplc from Ruin. Know 
then, O faithfol Guardian, that when 
you bring your Pupil to a religious Life; 
you do good, not only to your own Soul, 
but to the Kingdom you live in; you 
belp towards its Preſervation; you become 

a publick Bleſling; and the Nation hath 
2520 Reaſon to put your Name among 
her beſt Friends and Patrons. 

Now, nec ſo many and great Bleſ- 
lings! are conſequent UPON a g0⁰ Educa- 
tion, Now Cones it to pals, that this uſe- 
ful and laborious kinployment, is thought 
fo meonly of in the World? For, the 
Art ot Man cannot poſſibly contrive or 
invent any Method, that will have a bet- 
ter Influence on thi Feace and P roſperity 
of a Kingdom. Al able, induſtrious In- 
ſtructor of Youth, who conſtantly bears 
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Toll, that oihers may reap the Advantage, 

is one of the moſt uſeful Subjects that a 
Prince has, or can have in his Dominions. 
For, ſays a great Divine,“ rig generally true, 
that Subjects xeill be, according to the Prin- 
ciples that were inſtill d into their tender 
Tears. Iimpreſſiaus then made, will fink 
deepeſt. The Welfare of the Nation there- 
fore de 'pends on them, who can make or mar 
thoſe who are committed to their Charge. 

Whitgift, in his Vititations, gave great 
Encouragement to able and diligent 
Sebool-maſters. There is no Order of Men, 

(121d he) who deſerve better of the Publick 
than they, if they dijcharge their Duty «ell, 

by taking care to 11 . uct "their Scholars ih 
Priety,as well asin Grammar, Rhetorich, and 
Oratory. Many, we know, eſteem their 
good Breeding a greater Benefit than their 
Birth. 

From what has now been ſaid, we may 
conclude, that the Glory of the King- 
dom, the Comfort of Mankind, was 
What our generous / hutgift, and other 
ſuch heroick Spirits had in View, when 
they provided Places for ihe good Educs: 
tion of all Sorts of Men. 1 heir Exam- 
ple will, I hope, diſcourage a narrow, 
tclhſh Temper, ſo diſhonourable to a 
Chriſtian, ſo apparently deſtructive of 
the noble Aims of public -ſpirited Lene 

” 4 factors, 
* Dr. Scuth, Vol. V. p 
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ſactors. Men are not forbid to have Re- 
gard to their own Welfare and Intercit ; 
but only to forbear the Practice of ſeck- 
ing it without reſpect to tlic Good of ti:cir 
Neighboure. Jo prefer the Publick to 
any private Interelt, is what all wou'd do, 
did they act up to the Dictates of a rea- 
ſonable Nature. Bur, as our Chriitmn 
Religion was uchgn'd to raiſe, and enoble 
Nature; ſo certainly it wou'd not be 
wanting in a Duty, which is the Glory 
and Ornament of Heathenitim. This 
Grace of Charity therefore is perpetually 
inculcated by Chriſt and his Apoſtles; and 
obſerv'd by our pious P relate in the moſt 
extenſive manner. Remember and apply 
the few, but emphatical Words with 
which our Saviour concludes the Parable 
of the Samaritan; Go thou, and av likes 
10 72 | 
Conſider well the many Bleſſings con- 
ſequent upon generous Actions, and pro- 
moting the Good of the World, as // hite 
git, and all who reſembled him, have 
done; then I need not put my Fan” up- 
on the Stretch, or labour for Flowers of 
Rhetorick, to w ork the Reader up to a 
Performance of them. God hath plac'd 
Man here, and given him Wealth; not 
to ſport his Time in Pleaiures; not to 
heap up Riches, but zo do good, Liearken 
t 
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to the Words of David, 1 Chron, xxix. 11. 
Al! that is in Heaven er W is Gcd's; 
beth R. cl bes and Honmr come of bim. Tis 
the grand Error of rich Nen to look up- 
on them elves, as Proprietors of whac 
they enjoy; att that therefore they may 
do waar they will with their own. But 
in reality, they are only Stewards; and 
by conſequence, ought not to do what 
they will with ticir Abundance, as not 
being their own, but God's. Wou'd it 
not be an inſaffe rab le Fault in a Steward 
to be ſo lifted up with Conceit, as to for- 
get that he 1s a Stexword, And to imagine, 
that he is Lord of all the Goods he has 
- his Hands, or Management; and ac- 
ordingly, on the Strength of this Imagi- 
1 to lay out all, not for his Maſter's 
Honour and Service, but for his oven Hu- 
our? Who knows not the Parable of 
the Steward, that vas accus'd of waſting 
his Lord's Goods? Our Saviour's Infe- 
rence from it is, that ſceing he had beer 
unfaithful in the Riches of this Mord, he 
muſt not think, Vat God ill commit to 
bis Tri 9, the true Riches of -coerlaſting 

1 laß piniſi? 

Admirable is that Thankſgiving of 
King David, 1 Chron. xxix. 10, &e. Bleſ- 
ſed art thou, O Lord God of ljrael, our 
Father 128 ever and ever. Thine, O Lord, 


1s 


4218 


1s the Greatneſs, the Power, and the Glory: 
For, all that is in Heaven and in the Earth, 
1s thine. Both Riches and Honour come of 

thee: and in thy Hand is Power and Might, 
in thy Hand it is lo make great. King Da- 
vid, that Man after God's own | icart, 
was influenc'd to contribute liberally, on 
ublick Occaſions, on this Coniideration, 
that Riches come of God; that tis in God's 
Hand to make great; or, one rich above 
another ; that David and his People were 
only Stewards of thoſe Riches, they had 
in Poſſeſſion; and that after a Mort Life 
here, they ſhou'd be called to give a ſtrict 
Account, how they had manag'd their 
Stewardſhip, Conſider well, what Pro- 
miles are in Scripture made to this excel- 
lent Duty of Charity. Mojes when he 
gave that remarkable Command, Dewz.xv. 
of giving plentifully to the Poor, thus en- 
forces it: Becauſe for this thing, the Lord 
thy God ſi all bleſs thee in all thy Works, and 
In 4 that thou putteſ! thine Hand unto. 
And this is no tranſient Bleſſing; but a 
laſting one, which provides for Poſterity. 
Thus Solomon, A good Man leaves an In- 
beritance to bis Childrens Children. The 
wiſe Son of Hach pleads much for Cha- 
rity, Heclus xxix. II, 12, 13. Lay up thy 
| Treaſure according 19 the Commandments of 
the moſt High, and it ſhall bring thee more 
Profit 
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Profit than Gold. Shut up Aims in thy 
Storebouſes, and it ſhall deliver thee from 
all Afiiction ; it ſhall fight for thee againſt 
thine Hnemies, better than a mighty Shield, 
or a firons Spear. This may ſeem lively 
and animating enough. But I cloſe all 
with the plaineſt and moſt quickning 
Mouve in the World to Charity: Such a 
Motive, as excceds the united Force of 
all other Arguments, which were ever 
us'd in this "Caſe. A Day will come, 
when the grand Inquiſition which cur 
Judge will make, {hall not be, how often 
we have ſaid unto him, Lord, Lord; not 
what powerful Preachers we have tol- 
low'd: nct what good things we have 
{aid or heard, but What we have done: 
what Acts of Mercy we have ſhewn to 
our diſtreſs'd Brethren. Then, how high 
a Value will be ſet on Wor * of Love, 
Will be manifeſt in the Sight of Angels 
and Men; when Chrijt ſhall fay to them on 
his right Hand, Come ye blejjed of my Fa- 
her, Tube it the Kingdom prepared fer vor 
from the Foundation of the World: Jer J 
Was an hungred, and ye gave me Meat; [ 
WAs thirſty, and ye gave me Drink; I was 
a Stranger, and ye took me in; naked, and 
ye chathed me; I was ſich, = ye vi/ited 
me; I was in Pr ifon, and ye came unto me, 
They, not conſcious of any ſuch Deſerts, 
ſurpriz'd 
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ſurpriz'd and amaz'd at the merciful Sen- 
tence, will ſay, Lord, when ſaw we thee 
an hungred, and fed thee? or thirſly, and 
gave thee Drink? When ſaw awe the a 
Stranger, and took thee iu? or naked, and 
cloath'd thee? Or when ſaw wwe thee jich, or 
in Priſm, and came unto thee? A Return 
fir to be engraven in the Hearts of all 
Men, is made, Verily I jay unto you, In- 
aſmuch as ye have done it unto one of the 
leaſt of theſe my Brethrcn, ye have dene it 
unto me, Me in Perſon you could not re- 
lieve and comfort; but the Acts of Mer- 
cy done to the Poor, at my Command, 
and for my Sake, I look on as done ro 
myſelt; and as ſuch they ſhall be reward- 
ed. Come, therefore, ye blejjed of my Fa- 
ther, inberit the Kingdom prepar'd for you 
trom the Foundation of the World |! 
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